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IS THE COMMISSIONER SU- 
PERIOR TO THE COURTS? 


N our news columns we print in full 
| an opinion prepared by the Assistant 
Attorney-General of the United States as 
to the construction which should be 
placed on section 20 of the War Revenue 
law, which clearly defines the attitude of 
the Department of Justice on that sec- 
tion, though it unfortunately leaves un- 
solved one particular question which the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue claims 
was not definitely settled by the decision 
of the U. S. Circuit Court in re United 
States vs. Aristol, etc. As our readers 
are well aware, phenacetine, aristol and a 
number of similar synthetic bodies of 
complex composition and protected by 
United States patents and trade-marks 
held by the Farbenfabriken of Elberfeld 
Company, were declared by Judge Brown 
to be exempted from the stamp-tax by 
clause 20 on the ground that they are “un- 
compounded drugs or chemicals,” which 
by that clause are specifically exempted 
from the tax. If this decision be of any 
value whatever, it is a general rule for 
the government of the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, yet we find in recent 
rulings from the office of the Commis- 
sioner repeated statements that the decis- 
ion has not been accepted as “a rule gov- 
erning this office,” and that an appeal is 
to be taken from the decision of Judge 
Brown, and that in the meantime all me- 
dicinal preparations put up and _ sold 
under a patent trade-mark or proprietor- 
ship are taxable, and are liable to seizu~e 
wherever found not stamped. In a letter 
to Collector Chas. A. Treat, the Commis- 
sioner even states that “this office holds 
that phenacetine and like preparations are 


taxable and are liable to seizure wherever 
found unstamped.” 

This assumption on the part of the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue of the 
power to over-ride both the decision of 
the Circuit Court and the opinion of the 
Honorable Attorney-General of the 
United States is positively unique, and 
would be laughable were it not calculated 
to prove so unnecessarily annoying to the 
trade in general. If the Commissioner is 
dissatisfied with the decision of the 
Court, his recourse lies in an appeal, 
and it is folly for him to continually an- 
nounce to the trade that an appeal will 
“probably be taken.” While we do not 
know precisely the scope of the powers 
of the respective parties, it would seem 
to us that any attempt on the part of the 
Commissioner to seize phenacetine or any 
other of the drugs specifically named in 
the decision of the Court would not 
only lay the Commissioner liable to civil 
suit for damages, but would also consti- 
tute a contempt of court for which he 
would be responsible to Judge Brown. 

Whether or not synthetic chemicals 
held under patent and trade-mark rights 
should be subject to tax is no concern of 
the Conimissioner of Internal Revenue. 
It is his business to learn what the law 
is and to administer that law as it stands 
upon the statute books to the best ad- 
vantage of the United States, and with 
the least possible annoyance to the public. 
His attitude in the matter, however, has 
been that he is superior both to the 
United States Circuit Court and to the 
Attorney-General of the United States. 
This attitude is wholly untenable, and to 
persist in it is merely to annoy and har- 
rass a trade which is already much “put 
upon” by the law even in its most favor- 
able construction. If the Commissioner 
is so powerful as he appears to think him- 
self, there is really no necessity of having 
any statutes enacted or any judiciary 
department to construe those statutes. 
The whole matter may be turned over di- 
rect to Commissioner Scott, who in his 
omniscience will no doubt run the Gov- 
ernment a great deal better than it can 
be run by the united efforts of the Con- 
gress, the Attorney-General and the 








United States Courts. In the meanwhile 
Commissioner Scott should not stultify 
himself by publishing the opinion of the 
Attorney-General with the statement that 
it is “promulgated for the information 
and guidance of all officers of the Internal 
Revenue Service” and at the same time 
issue rulings which are totally at variance 
with the opinion thus officially promul- 
gated. 


CITY PHARMACY LAW TO 
BE AMENDED. 


LARGE attendance is looked for at 
A the adjourned meeting of the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy of the City of 
New York announced for Tuesday even- 
ing, January 10th, when the draft of an 
amended pharmacy law for the City of 
New York will be presented for the con- 
sideration of the members. A summary 
of the amendments to be asked for by 
the Conference Committee on Pharmacy 
Law during the present session of the 
Legislature will be found on another page 
of this issue. The adoption of these 
amendments will confer considerable 
added power on the Board of Pharmacy 
and go far toward the better protection 
of the public from the dangers of incom- 
petent dispensers of medicine and the 
fraudulent substitution of inferior for 
more expensive drugs and its attendant 
evils. 

The vicious propaganda carried on for 
some time past by an individual connect- 
ed with the labor organizations of this 
city, who has been seeking legis- 
lation to compel drug clerks to become 
members of the labor organizations, has 
not been wholly without service in awak- 
ening the public mind to a realization of 
the dangers which attend a careless or 
perfunctory enforcement of the pharmacy 
act. The sensational newspapers have 
taken up the subject and exploited the 
work of this individual in a way which 
has sometimes brought grief and shame 
to the druggists of this city, who have 
known something of the extent of exag- 
geration and falsehood which has been 
indulged in, but they will perhaps feel in- 
clined to forgive him for much of his 
evil doing, if, out of all the unjust attacks 
and calumniations, shall come even the 
small measure of good which is expected 
from the passage of an amended phar- 
macy chapter of the charter of the City 
of New York. 

The passage of this bill, which is ad- 
vocated by such institutions as the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy of the City of New 
York, the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society, the Brooklyn College of Phar- 
macy and the German Apothecaries’ As- 
sociation, representing all of the incor- 
porated pharmaceutical institutions of 
Greater New York, would be a fitting re- 
buke to the individual referred to, 








who has presumed to legislate for phar- 
macists. 

The preparations made by the State 
Board for amendments to the present 
State law, to be pushed by the Committee 
on Legislation, “provided the all-State bill 
fails to pass,’ are a very good indication 
of the certitude with which the failure of 
that measure is looked forward to. 
With both the State Board and the New 
York City Board strengthening their 
hands by the amendments outlined in our 
news columns, the possibility of a single 
Board for the entire State becomes stead- 
ily more remote, and in view of this it 
would certainly seem to be the part of 
wisdom for the managers of the State As- 
sociation to relinquish the idea of push- 
ing legislation of this character for the 
present year at least. 


THE ADVANCE IN RUBBER 
SUNDRIES. ; 





RICES on druggists’ rubber sundries 
P have advanced markedly within the 
past year, and several of the articles 
of this kind handled by retail druggists 
have experienced three or four fluctua- 
tions toward a higher level in as many 
days. The cause of this has been a source 
of some mystery as well as tribulation of 
spirit to many of our readers who have 
scented the trail of the trust octopus in 
this hardening cf values, and the job- 
bers in druggists’ rubber sundries have 
been accused of all sorts of oppressive 
tactics. 

The true explanation of the advances 
are to be found first in the increased cost 
of importation of crude rubber and sec- 
ond in the agreement arrived at among 
manufacturers to correct the ruinous con- 
petition which had practically demoralized 
the druggists’ rubber sundries business. 

In conformity with the plans agreed 
upon at the conference of manufacturers 
of druggists’ rubber sundries, which, as 
told exclusively in the AMERICAN Druc- 
GIST at the time, took place in this city 
early last year, the manufacturers have 
been able to perfect a strong combination, 
and the prices on a number of the rubber 
goods sold by retailers are now controlled 
on terms which seem to absolutely pro- 
hibit cutting at the sources of supply. 
The time was formerly when jobbers in 
druggists’ rubber sundries could obtain 
such articles as breast-pump bulbs, hot- 
water bottles, finger cots, rubber bands, 
etc., at almost any figure from manufac- 
turers, cutting among them being so pre- 
valent, and many being so ready to listen 
to the tales of cutting among rival manu- 
facturers that were brought to them by 
the same jobbers. We know of one in- 
stance where a manufacturer had been 
induced to sell articles at a loss of 4c. 
per gross on the cost of manufacture be- 
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fore the desire to protect their business 
interests led the makers to form a mutual 
agreement for the maintenance of prices 
on some parity with the cost of manu- 
facture. 

The existence of the agreement pre- 
cludes, of course, any possibility on the 
part of rival jobbers of obtaining individ- 
ual advantages over other jobbers, and 
they have been compelled to advance 
prices to the retailers, with the result 
that a general howl has gone up and, as 
we have said, the jobbers have been ac- 
cused of belonging to all sorts of wicked 


. trusts and combinations, when the fact is. 


that the jobbers are quite helpless in the 
matter. 

It has been a matter of common knowl- 
edge among rubber men for several years. 
past that rubber has been sold at a price 
low out of all proportion to the cost of 
importation. The manufacturers of rub- 
ber plasters were among the first to rec- 
ognize this and they agreed among them- 
selves a little over two years ago to take 
steps to overcome the ruinous competition 
which then existed. This competition, 
coupled with the increasing cost of crude 
rubber, had almost demoralized the rub- 
ber plaster industry. The price of crude 
rubber had advanced over 25 per cent, 
while the price of plasters had been cut 
in all directions. Considerations of self- 
preservation then were sufficieamt to bring 
the rival manufacturers together to form 
some mutual agreement regarding prices, 
and this was happily effected, though no 
pool or trust in the popular meaning of 
these terms was entered into. - 

The manufacturers of druggists’ rubber 
sundries have effegted a similar agree- 
ment among themselves, and judging 
from the accounts we hear it is working 
very satisfactorily. While it seems that 
no one jobber now has any advantage 
over another in the matter of prices, this 
does not’imply that competition has 
ceased. Competition has simply been di- 
ve.ted in another direction, and quality 
now rules where low prices formerly held 
sway. The change is one which we think 
will be welcomed by the retail druggist 
who places quality above cost. 





“Matters of Practical Interest.” 


I beg leave to acknowledge with thanks 
receipt of your check for five dollars ($5) 
in payment of the semi-monthly prize 
awarded me. Permit me further to ex- 
press my appreciation of the interest 
which your journal manifests in matters 
of practical interest to the retail drug- 
gist. From letters which I have received 
since the publication of my article I feel 
sure your efforts in this direction are ap- 
preciated by retail druggists generally. 
Their energies have too long been used 
in helping others. By assisting them to 
help themselves you are doing a valuable 
work. With best wishes for your con- 
tinued success, I am, yours truly, 

Cuas. G. Mapuis. 

Charlottesville, Va. 





Bret ree 
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Essay. | 


Brief, bright essays on subjects of interest to pharmacists are invited 


article printed, long or short, the “American Druggist” will fortnightly 


pay $5.00. 


{ 
———— 


THE FILING OF PRESCRIP- 
TIONS. 
By C. J. WOLFE, 
Lewisburg, Pa. 


SIMPLE, reliable and convenient 
method of prescription filing is 
important to every druggist. In 

the first place it must be so simple that 
one single operation places the prescrip- 
tion on the file. It must be so conveni- 
ent that no time is lost in referring to 
any particular prescription and so reliable 
that once filed its place is fixed and cer- 
tain. The old time method of stringing 
the prescriptions consecutively on a long 
wire and hanging them on nails in odd 
corners of the back room, a resting place 
for dust and cobwebs, becoming yellow 
with age, ragged and dirty, is neither 
neat, reliable nor convenient. The vari- 
ous patent filing arrangements possess 
each some advantages, but some are ex- 
pensive, others more or less complicated, 
and nearly all require prescription papers 
of searly a uniform size. Now our ex- 
perience has been that it is a rare case 
that the different physicians of a town 
all use a prescription blank that is uni- 
form in shape and size. The druggist 
may keep them supplied with blanks and 
notwithstanding they will often use any 
odd bit of paper that comes to hand, or, 
being supplied by another druggist, 
their blanks do not correspond. The re- 
sult is that with some of the patent filing 
cases the prescriptions must be trimmed 
or doubled over before they will fit. This 
is unsatisfactory and sometimes exasper- 
ating. 

Another plan followed by some drug- 
gists of pasting the prescriptions in 
books, while rather convenient for refer- 
ence, is troublesome and prevents the 
withdrawal of an original prescription, 
which is sometimes necessary. We have 
also known druggists to copy all their 
prescriptions regularly in a book kept 
for the purpose, but this entails not only 
a great deal of labor, buc the prescrip- 
tions are all copies instead of originals. 
There is not only danger of mistakes in 
copying, but they would not be accepted 
by any court as documentary evidence. 

The simplest plan is the best, and we 
will give a description of a method re- 
quiring no apparatus, that we have found 
entirely satisfactory and that is attended 
with no expense and very uttle trouble. 

In the first place, we keep a little up- 
right file on the prescription counter, a 
simple straight wire in a broad heavy 
base, on which are stuck the prescrip- 
tions as they are filled. This wire holds 
about five hundred prescriptions. The 
point of the wire is flattened and broad- 
ened a little so as to allow an eye to be 
drilled near the end. As ‘soon as the file 
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is nearly filled a string is run through 
the eye and the five hundred _prescrip- 


tions are drawn over on the string. Then. 


a flat wooden button is tied at each end 
of the string and the package of prescrip- 
tions is put into a neat paper box of 
suitable size, and the end is labeled with 
the first and last numbers of the prescrip- 
tions. 

We use boxes that originally contained 
Whitman’s confections, being neat and 
of just the right size to hold the prescrip- 
tions nicely. As the boxes are filled, 
they are set upon a shelf in regular or- 
der, or, if you please, in a convenient 
closet. They make a _ neat appearance 
on a shelf, protect the prescriptions per- 
fectly and any particular numba from 
one to fifty thousand can ‘pe found in a 
moment, and it seems to us nothing bet- 
ter is needed. 


(Written for the American Druggist.) 


CHOCOLATE SYRUP FOR 


HOT SODA. 


By W. A. Dawson, 
Hempstead, L. I. 

HE formula quoted below is the re- 
sult of many years’ experience in 
the manufacture of chocolate 

syrups. The syrup produced by it is rich, 
heavy and of full flavor. The formula: 


Powdered chocolate ........... 1 pound. 
PION: WALEE occ cicsiesscincw seas 1 pint. 
Syrup-saturated, or rock candy 

SUDUID: <civiaie sie) sais Sie'ies/euee we've 7 pints. 


Put the chocolate in an enameled or 
agate-ware vessel and add a pint of the 
syrup. Stir until perfectly smooth and 
free from lumps. Then add the pint of 
boiling water and place the vessel in a 
water bath and bring the chocolate mix- 
ture to a boil. Stir occasionally, and 
after removing from the fire add the bal- 
ance of the syrup. When cool add one 
ounce of vanilla extract. 

If a heavier, thicker syrup be desired, 
mix two ounces of corn starch with the 
powdered chocolate before beginning 
operation. Fifteen grains of common 
salt added to each gallon of chocolate 
syrup improves it. The salt seems to 
accentuate and bring out the chocolate 
flavor. 

I use the same formula for cold soda 
except that I only use half as much choc- 
olate. Less syrup and more flavor is 
needed for hot soda than for cold, so 
that the beverage be not too sweet. 

The chocolate used should be in im- 
palpable powder and free from fat. I 
usually use Baker’s Cocoa or Baker’s 
Soluble Chocolate. Such chocolate con- 
tains about 10 per cent of natural starch, 
and unless the chocolate is boiled enough 
to cook this starch the chocolate syrup 
will lack body and richness and will be 
“sritty” and separate on standing. 


It is not necessary to boil all the syrup 
as many do. Merely enough water and 
syrup (1 pint of each) is added to make 
a vehicle for cooking the chocolate. I 
don’t use a water bath in making my 
own. A naked fire is so much quicker. 
But it requires expert manipulation, con- 
stant attention and rapid stirring to pre- 
vent scorching. 

Chocolate syrup should not be strained. 
It does not require straining if well made. 
If it should be lumpy, however, a wire 
tea-strainer may be used. 

For chocolate cream syrup, add a can 
of “Condensed cream” (not condensed 
milk) to each gallon of chocolate syrup. 


Insect Powders. 


The Kew Bulletin says that insect pow- 
ders are obtained from two plants, Chry- 
santhemum roseum, Adam (Pyrethrum 
roseum, Bieb.), with rosy flowers, a na- 
tive of the Caucasus, and Chrysanthemum 
cinerariaefolium, Visiani (Pyrethrum cin- 
erariaefolium, Thev. ), with white flowers, 
a native of Dalmatia. The inhabitants of 
Asiatic countries south of the Caucasus 
kept secret all details connected with the 
production and source of this drug until 
early in this century an Armenian mer- 
chant learned that the powder was ob- 
tained from the dried and _ pulverized 
flower-heads of certain species of Pyre- 
thrum growing in the mountain regions 
of what is now known as the Russian 
province of Transcaucasia. 

The history of the Dalmatian species 
of Pyrethrum still remains a mystery. 
There is reason to believe that the Cau- 
casian species is not cultivated, whilst the 
Dalmatian plant is generally considered 
to be cultivated, though no definite in- 
formation can be obtained on this point, 
owing to the jealous watch which the in- 
habitants keep, in order to guard their 
valuable monopoly. The fourth report 
of the U. S. Entomological Commission, 
1885, gives some particulars of the manu- 
facture of the powder. The flower- 
heads should be gathered during fine 
weather, when they are about to open, or 
when fertilization takes place, as the es- 
sential oil that gives the insecticide prop- 
erties reaches at this time its greatest de- 
velopment. When the blossoming has 
ceased the stalks may be cut within four 
inches of the ground and utilized, being 
ground and mixed with the flowers in the 
proportion of one-third of their weight. 
Care must be taken not to expose the 
flowers to the moisture or the sun’s rays, 
or still less to artificial heat. They should 
be dried under cover and pulvesized. The 
efficacy of the product is proportional 
to the degree of comminution to which 
it has been brought. The powder should 
be kept in perfectly tight glass vessels or 
tin boxes. 

It is a specific, according to the Botan- 
ical Magazine, in the case of aphides, 
house flies, and mosquitos (or gnats), and 
if used with bellows is effectual in killing 
the common insects that infest plants ia 
houses. The powder may be burnt in 
‘the treatment of rooms, wardrobes and 
greenhouses. The alcoholic extract diluted 
with water, the simple aqueous solution 
or decoction, are other forms in which it 
may be used. The disadvantages of insect 
powder are chiefly its transient effect, 
and the necessity for actual contact with 
insects when used in the open air. Fur- 
ther, it has no effect on insects’ eggs or 
hard chrysalises, on beetles with hard 
elytra, and on the vast class of hemiptera 
(true bugs), whilst hairy caterpillars and 
spiders of all kinds are proof against it. 
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Pharmaceutical Progress. | 


Digitoflavone is a _ trihydroxyphenol 
of complex constitution forming crystal- 
line compounds with mineral acids which 
has been obtained from digitalis. 


Estimating Chlorides in Lithium 
Salicylate.—Lyman F. Kebler states that 
the U. S. P. method for estimating chlor- 
ides in lithium salicylate is unsatisfactory. 


Pyrogallol Collodion is composed of a 
mixture of one part of pyrogallic acid, 
two parts of balsam of fir and 17 parts of 
collodion. It is recommended as a topical 
application in parasitic skin affections. 

Borol.—A patent has been issued in Ger- 
many for the process used in preparing a 
sodium boro-sulphate, under the name of 
borol. The preparation is intended for 
use in cleansing the interior of barrels so 
as to prevent moulding of the contents. 


Decolorizing Red Carbolic Acid.— 
Barth states that having a considerable 
quantity of red carbolic acid on hand 
which he could utilize as carbolic water, 
he did so by making a 5 per cent solu- 
tion of carbolic acid, placing in it a cer- 
tain quantity of cotton thread which will 
absorb all of the coloring matter and 
leave the liquid entirely colorless. This 
method did not prove practicable where 
the carbolic acid solution was very con- 
centrated. 

Formaldehyde in Extract of Witch 
Hazel.—Harold Wyatt, Jr., states (Phar. 
Jour., Dec. 17, 1898) that Schiff’s reagent 
(a solution of magenta decolorized with 
sulphurous acid) is a very delicate test 
indeed for aldehyde. On applying this 
reagent to distilled extract of witch hazel 
the characteristic colorization was pro- 
duced, and the inference drawn at first 
would be that formaldehyde was present, 
a statement which has been made and 
which is in consonance with the theories 
of botanical physiologists. Further ex- 
amination showed this to be an error, 
however, thus confirming the result ar- 
rived at by Alexander Gunn some time 
since. 

Formaldehyde and Thyroid Glands.— 
According to M. E. Lepinois a 1 per 
cent solution of formaldehyde exercises 
a preservative action on thyroid glands 
after they have been immersed in it for 
two or three days... He finds that this 
treatment does not appear to modify the 
chemical composition of the glands sen- 
sibly, as regards the iodised albuminoid 
matter; the solubility of the latter in pure 
or saline water is very slightly dimin- 
ished. The author concludes that on sub- 
sequently extracting from the preserved 
glands the active principles, the latter 
will be found to possess better keeping 
qualities.—Bull. Soc. Chim. Paris, xix.-xx., 
982, through Phar. Jour. 


Fluid Extracts With Lactic Acid.—[n 
eommenting on the proposal to use acetic 
acid for the extraction of drugs, E. Marp- 


New Remedies—Improved Processes—Modern Inventions—Wrinkles in 
Dispensing—Tests and Reactions. 


mann, of Leipsic, directs attention to the 
fact (Phar. Rund. 1898. No. 51) that he 
had proposed a number of years since the 
substitution of lactic acid for acetic acid 
in the household. This is done on the 
ground that the lactic acid is much easier 
to digest than is acetic acid, which lat- 
ter acid should never be taken into the 
stomach. Marpmann has also long used 
lactic acid in the preparation of his ex- 
tract of ergot, which has been on the 
market ever since 1887, and which is 
made by extracting with a menstruum 
containing 1 per cent of lactic acid and 10 
per cent of alcohol. 


Valuation of Lithium Benzoate.— 
Lyman F. Kebler, in a paper read before 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, as- 
serts that the U. S. P. method of valuing 
this salt is open to criticism. He recom- 
mends the following as giving satisfaction 
and concordant results: Weigh about 
0.6 Gr. of dry lithium benzoate into a 
platinum capsule, add 2 Grs. of pure 
dry ammonium sulphate; mix well with a 
platinum wire and ignite. Apply the 
flame gradually at first, so as to avoid 
loss of material. The residue is lithium 
sulphate from which the amount of pure 
lithium benzoate can be calculated. The 
standard given by the U. S. P. for this 
salt is 99.6 per cent. The average of six 
determinations made by the author was 
99.77 per cent, which shows that the re- 
quirement in this respect is not too ex- 
acting. 


Stringybark Trees and their Essen- 
tial Oils.—R. T. Baker and H. G. Smith 
endorse Baron von Mueller’s classifica- 
tion of the trees of the genus Eucalyptus, 
to which the name “Stringybark” is 
applied in New South Wales, and they 
find that an oil exists, having a specific 
gravity less than 0,910, containing over 
50 per cent of eucalyptol, and answering 
all the tests of the British Pharmacopoeia 
of 1898, except that dealing with specific 
gravity. It is thus seen that the specific 
gravity test for eucalyptus oil, as given 
in the B. P., if enforced, might be the 
means of excluding some excellént oils. 
The authors also find that-the phosphoric 
acid test is not a Satisfactory qualitative 
one for eucalyptol in some crude eucalyp- 
tus oils, and that eudesmol, the stearop- 
ten of eucalyptus oil, exists in large 
quantities in the oil of E. macrorhyncha 
and can be readily purified.—Proc. Roy. 
Soc. N. S. Wales, through Pharm. Jour. 


Micro-Chemical Recognition of Al- 
kaloids.—Hermann Barth deals with the 
micro-chemical recognition of alkaloids 
in commercial drugs. He finds alkaloids 
in different parts of plants, as, for ex- 
ample in the pericarp of Conium macula- 
tum; in the seed-coats in Peganum har-. 
mala and Colchicum autumnale; in the 
endosperm of Areca catechu; in both en- 
dosperm and embryo of Aconitum na- 
pellus, and in the embryo only of Physo- 


stigma venenosum. He concludes that 
the functions of alkaloids must be as var- 
ious as their distribution; thus, when they 
occur in the periphery of plant organs, it 
is reasonable to suppose that they then 
act as protective substances, to prevent 
such parts being eaten by animals. Ac- 
cording to Heckel, those occurring in the 
endosperm and embryo serve as reserve 
foods. It appears, in accordance with the 
common belief, that alkaloids may always 
be regarded as excretions. Reactions are 
described in the paper for the recognition 
of certain alkaloids.—Pharm. Jour. 


Crystalline Capaloin has been pre- 
pared by Tschirch (Schweiz. Woch. C. & 
P., 1898, No. 40) by the following pro- 
cess: Sufficient alcohol is poured over 
Cape aloes to cover it, but not to entirely 
dissolve it. The undissolved residue, 
which contains the impure capaloin, is 
thrown on a filter, dried and put into a 
Soxhlet apparatus. This is first extracted 
with ether, which takes up a little of the 
capaloin, and then with alcohol. The al- 
coholic solution is fractionally precipi- 
tated with ether. At first a brownish sed- 
iment is deposited, which substance it is 
that prevents the crystallization of the ca- 
paloin. After this has all subsided the 
capaloin itself is precipitated by the fur- 
ther addition of ether in the form of a 
flocculent light yellow precipitate. This 
precipitate is then taken up with alcohol 
and crystallized out of a mixture of alco- 
hol and ether. It crystallizes in almost 
colorless needles, generally arranged in 
rosettes. It is different from both barb- 
aloin and nataloin in its reactions, which 
are similar to most of those of socaloin. 


Carbolic Ointment.—George Mack, in 
a note recently read before the Edinburg 
Chemists’ Assistants’ Association, states 
that carbolic ointment has not become 
popular, probably owing to the unsuit- 
ability of the B. P. base. The main differ- 
ence between the 1885 and ‘1898 base is 
that the latter contains a little glycerin, 
which acts as a solvent for the carbolic 
acid. It is the presence of this glycerin 
that gives rise to comment. The new 
formula seems to have been suggested by 
a paper read before this Association last 
session in which the author recom- 
mended glycerin and hydrous wool fat in 
place of the paraffin basis. As it stands, 
the prepafation is not really an ointment 
but a very poor emulsion. The glycerin 
readily separates. Instead of the eer 
basis he suggested one like the U. S. 
—viz., yellow wax and olive oil (1 in b. 
This gives a softer ointment than the U. 
S. P. one, and has the advantage over 
the P. B. formula in that all the ingre- 
dients are soluble in one another. 

In commenting on the paper, Wm. 
Duncan said he did not quite agree as to 
the suitability of olive oil and yellow wax 
for the ointment; hydrous wool fat or 
cold cream form the best basis for car- 
bolic ointment. They wanted water as a 
solvent for the acid so as to prevent crys- 
tallization. 


Acetracts in Comparison with Fluid 
Extracts.—Wm. B. Thompson presented 
a paper on this subject at the November 
meeting of the Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy, in which he said that the only 
crucial test of medicine is to be sought 
in a close clinical observation; and that 
until this experience is had new medicinal 
agents should not be depended upon to 
any extent. Then, considering the peculiar 
properties of alcohol as a solvent, which 
he termed “sui.generis,” he said that we 
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were in doubt as to the part acetic acid 
plays other than as an antiseptic. On the 
other hand, if the theory that acetic acid 
unites with the active or basic principles 
to render them more permanent, this 
should be a hint as to its use in the fu- 
ture. The author observed that a marked 
feature in some of the acetracts is the 
absence of a certain gravity and den- 
sity, as compared with the official 


fluid extracts, and also that in cases’ 


where the density is more pronounced, 
the physical characters of the re- 
spective drugs of which they are made 
are not in evidence, as the acetous odor 
seems to prevail, and a means of identifi- 
cation is lost. The author concluded his 
remarks by making comparisons of cer- 
tain members of these two classes of pre- 
parations, pointing out the objections to 
some of the acetic extracts, and indicating 
in other instances their utility. 


Preparation of Iodoform by Electro- 
lysis.—K. Elbs and A. Hertz give fur- 
ther particulars of the electrolytic method 
of preparaing iodoform, which was given 
in outline in the Pharmaceutical Journal, 
Ix., p. 586. This substance is produced 
when the alkaline or alkaline-earthy 
iodides are subjected to electrolysis in 
presence of alcohol, aldehyde, or acetone. 
By the former method the electrolyte 
should be traversed by a stream of carbon 
dioxide gas during the operation to sat- 
urate the alkali set free by the electrolysis 
of the iodide. The authors show that the 
current of carbon dioxide gas is advan- 
tageously replaced by the simple addition 
of an alkaline carbonate to the electrolyte. 
The following solution answers best: 





Potassium carbonate . 5 Gm. 
Potassium iodide .... 10 Gm 
CAS TS ay «64 ee 
WUMIEE, 2h o sce sienhabnckin wis uccaeun 100 Cc. 


Every hour the iodoform is removed 
and the strength of the solution in the 
several ingredients made up to standard. 
From many experiments they conclude 
(1) that, caeteris paribus, the proportion 
of hydriodic acid formed increases as the 
temperature rises above 60° to 70° C.; 
(2) that the yield of iodoform diminishes 
if the density of the current exceeds 1 am- 
pére per square decimeter; (3) that in- 
crease of carbonate in the electrolyte 
slightly diminishes the yield of iodoform 
and largely increases the proportion of 
hydriodic acid; (4) that replacement of 
alcohol by acetone gives far less satisfac- 
tory results—Zeit. fur Electro-Chemie, 
through.—Pharm. Jour. 


Nitrate of Silver Emulsion for Oph- 
thalmia.—Dr.N.B. Jenkins (Med.Record, 
Oct. 20, 1898) states that more harm than 
good frequently follows the use of ni- 
trate of silver in the treatment of purulent 
ophthalmia and of ophthalmia neonator- 
um. An emulsion of the salt, however, 
is, he says, the least injurious and most 
efficacious rerhedy in the treatment of all 
forms of purulent diseases of the eye. 
Such an emulsion may be made by the 
following formula: 





Argenti nitratis +2... sess 00 20 Gre; 
PRORIOR «cnc vacicksn 1 dr. (or q. s.) 
Aquae destillatae Pra oz. 
Petrolati liquidi Y% oz 


M. Make emulsion and put it into 
a wide-mouth two-ounce bottle. Shake 
well before using. 

When properly prepared, this emulsion 
is of the consistence of thick cream and 
is milky white in color. After it has 
stood for a few hours there takes place a 
partial separation of the ingredients, 


which immediately and perfectly re-emul- 
sify if the mixture is violently shaken. 
Since the nitrate of silver in any combina- 
tion has a tendency to oxidize, the emul- 
sion, a few days after being made, will 
probably lose some of its strength. 

In the initial stage of blennorrhoea, the 
customary treatment—i. e., iced com- 
presses, Leiter’s tube, leeches, frequent 
cleansing with mild solutions of corro- 
sive sublimate and of potassium perman- 


*‘ganate, etc.—is to be followed. 


When suppuration is established, the 
emulsion may be used every twelve or 
twenty-four hours at first, with increas- 
ing intervals. A slight pain is observed 
after each application. This emulsion is 
proposed as a substitute for the aqueous 
solution in Crede’s method for the pro- 
phylactic treatment of the newly-born. 


The Assay of Nux Vomica. 


At the recent general meeting of the 
American Chemical Society in this city 
Dr. Edward R. Squibb read a paper on 
the assay of nux vomica, which will ap- 
pear in full in the journal of the society. 
Below we present an abstract covering 
the main points in the paper. The au- 
thor cited the methods of Dunstan and 
Short, which are given in the British 
Pharmacopoeia, but stated that he found 
these short and easy methods objection- 
able on several grounds, but chiefly be- 
cause the results were too high. The 
U. S. P. method is open to objection on 
account of the tendency to emulsify when 
shaking out the alkaloids. The method 
proposed by the author is as follows: 

A fair sample of nux vomica is drawn 
and an average dozen or so of the seed 
is so milled as to pass through a No. 9 
sieve. Of this 10 Gm. is weighed off and 
exhausted with 10 p. c. acetic acid. This 
exhaustion is easily and conveniently 

one in a Soxhlet apparatus, but so large 
an amount of extractive is washed out by 
the warm acid, that the extract is very 
difficult to dry, and afterwards at once 
forms an emulsion that is difficult and 
tedious to manage. Cold percolation to 
complete exhaustion gives a much better 
result, and is not difficult to effect, pro- 


‘vided the powder be moistened for pack- 


ing with not more than 10 Cc. of the 
acetic acid, and be not packed too tightly. 

The percolate is evaporated to dryness 
on a water-bath, in a large (12 Cm.) flat- 
bottom capsule, so that the extract is in 
a thin layer, easy to dry and easy to dis- 
solve. The weight gives the yield of 
extract. 

If a fluid extract or tincture is to be 
assayed, it is measured, weighed and 
dried in the same way. 

A mixture is made of 2 volumes of al- 
cohol (91 p. c.), 1 volume of water of am- 
monia (10 p. c.), and 1 volume of water, 
and of this, 10 Cc. is poured upon the dry 
extract in the capsule. Then by patiently 
moving a stirrer over the smooth surface 
of the dry extract for a quarter of an 
hour or more, a smooth solution of the 
extract, easy to wash, is obtained. This 
is poured into a separator of 150 Cc. ca- 
pacity, and the capsule and stirrer are 
rinsed clean with 10 Cc. more of the al- 
cohol and ammonia solution. 

A mixture is made of equal volumes of 
chloroform (99 p. c.) and ether (96 p. c.), 
and 40 Cc. of this is added to the liquid 
in the separator, and the whole is shaken 
vigorously during five minutes, and then 
allowed to separate. In twenty to thirty 
minutes the separation will be complete 
to a sharp line, when the depth of the 


upper dark stratum should be observed 
and measured. The _ chloroform-ether 
solution is then drawn off into a tared 
flask of about 100 Cc. capacity, and the 
flask is immersed in a hot-water bath so 
that the chloroform-ether may be boiled 
off by the time another washing is ready. 
In the meantime 40 Cc. more of chloro- 
form-ether has been added to the con- 
tents of the separator, and the shaking, 
separating and drawing off into the flask 
repeated. Repeat the washing if required. 

If, after standing, to separate com- 
pletely a second time, the dark liquid on 
top shall be found to have increased in 
depth, the indication is that emulsion has 
been formed to that extent, and that the 
chloroform forming that emulsion holds 
the proportion of alkaloids present in sol- 
ution at the time that emulsion was form- 
ed, and as the chloroform cannot be 
washed out of an emulsion, so the alka- 
loids held by that chloroform cannot be 
washed out. Therefore, in the case of any 
considerable amount of emulsion after 
the chloroform-ether solution is drawn 
off into the flask, the dark liquid is drawn 
off into the flat capsule and warmed on a 
water-bath until all the chloroform-ether 
is driven off. The dark liquid is then re- 
turned to the separator and again washed 
as before.’ If a small amount of emulsion 
again forms, as very rarely occurs, the 
chloroform in it holds so very little alka- 
loid as to be within the limit of error of- 
the method. : 

The tared flask will then contain the 
total chloroform extract, and the weigit 
of this was long erroneously accepted as 
the weight of alkaloids. , 

Then 10 Cc. of decinormal sulphuric 
acid is carefully measured from a burette 
into the flask, and is rinsed round and 
warmed by immersion in a water-bath 
until the soluble alkaloids are dissolved, 
when the insoluble residue will show how 
much of the extract is not alkaloid. 

Then 20 Cc. of hot water is added to 
the contents of the flask, and a definite 
quantity (10 drops) of logwood indicator. 
The color is then closely observed by 
transmitted light, and matched by a sim- 
ilar quantity of liquid in a similar flask. 
Decinormal potassium hydrate is now 
dropped in from a burette until the color 
changes slightly to a pinkish tint or shade 
of the original yellow by transmitted 
light, and when this hardly perceptible 
change is now looked at by reflected light 
the pink tint is very distinct. 

The number of Cc. required subtracted 
from 10 (Cc. of acid used) gives the num- 
ber of Cc. of acid saturated by alkaloids, 
and this number multiplied by the mean 
of the molecular weights of the two al- 
kaloids (0.0334 + 0.394 + 2 =) 0.0364, 
gives the amount of alkaloids obtained 
from the 10 Gm. of nux vomica, the 
strychnine and brucine being assumed to- 
be present in equal proportions. 

Then as 10 is to the product from 10, 
so is 100 to the percentage of the mixed 
alkaloids. 


A Synthetic Sugar.—Sloss (Rep. 
Pharm.) claims that he has synthesised a 
carbohydrate by passing a current of 
hydrogen and carbon dioxide, both pure 
and quite dry, through a tube, and sub- 
jecting it to the action of the silent dis- 
charge. By this means a crystalline body 
was produced, which possessed all the 
ordinary properties of a sugar. It re- 
duced Fehling’s solution, and ammonia- 
cal solution of nitrate of silver. It com- 
bined with phenylhydrazine to form am 
osazone, and is fermented by yeast. 
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The Pharmacy of the Organoids.* 
By Dr. J. C. MCWaLrTeER. 


An organ is a part which has a deter- 
minate function in the animal economy. 
By an organoid is meant a medicine 
which is supposed to fulfill the function of 
the organ from which it is prepared. 
The organs of most interest to therapeu- 
ties are those which modify the condition 
of the blood stream by adding, or extract- 
ing, some ferment or otherwise influenc- 
ing it. The problem for pharmacy is 
two-fold—on the one hand to isolate, 
elaborate, and present in active and agree- 
able forms those secretions or ferments 
on which the activity of the various 
organs depend, and on the other to inves- 
tigate their nature and conditions of act- 
ion. Many pharmacists seem to think 
that professional etiquette should restrain 
them from the prosecution of researches 
in physiological chemistry lest they 
should seem to be trespassing on the 
physician’s territory, but surely it is a 
hopeless task to endeavor to make a pre- 
paration of the active principles of an 
animal gland if one has not ‘the remotest 
idea of what that principle might be. The 
impudence of the advertising person, who 
seeks to persuade the medical profession 
that his preparation must represent the 
active principles of a gland because he 
has powdered a dead gland and pressed 
it into tablets seems on a par with the 
countrywoman described in one of Ian 
MacLaren’s stories, who, being ordered 
by her doctor to administer three leeches, 
toasted them carefully and swallowed 
them down. The process of ratiocination 
by which that excellent lady concluded 
that by swallowing the leeches whole she 
was certain of the benefit of any virtue 
they possessed is very similar to that of 
certain manufacturers who give the as- 
surance that if some desiccated portion 
ef a gland be swallowed its properties 
must thereby be gained, and the relief 
which follows in many cases is probably 
due to the same causes as in the case of 
the Lady of the Leeches. 


The Nucleins. 


The science of therapeutics must be 
grounded on the effects which certain 
medicines exercise on the blood cells. 
Every blood cell contains a nucleus, and 
the chief constituents of these nuclei are 
called nucleins. They are highly com- 
plex phosphorous compounds’ whose 
number and complexity depend only on 
the variety of the cells. These nucleins 
are found in both animal and vegetable 
tissues, in yolk of eggs, yeast, liver, 
spleen, and in the thyroid and thymus 
glands, cow’s milk, etc. The nucleins 
correspond to the empirical formula, 
C20, HsoNsPsOxe, and, besides phos- 
phorus, most nucleins contain also sul- 
phur. The power of the body to resist 
the attacks of pathogenic microbes and 
the ravages of epidemic diseases depends 
on the property which the blood cells 
possess of exercising a bactericidal or 
Phagocytic action on these micro-organ- 
isms, and that power which suffices for 
the preservation of health under normal 
circumstances is found to be dependent 
on the integrity of the blood cells, and 
these in their turn must rely on the con- 
dition of the nuclei. When, therefore, the 
nuclei of the blood cells are unable to dis- 
charge their normal functions it is an 





* Report of a lecture delivered before the Phar- 
maceutical Society of Ireland, and printed in the 
Pharmaceutical Journal. 


obvious rule of therapeutics to refresh 
and invigorate them by the introduction 
into the blood stream of healthy nuc- 
leins. Such nucleins have been prepared 
from yeast, and taken either by the mouth 
or hypodermically, with considerable suc- 
cess. They are found to possess powerful 
therapeutic properties, and to have the 
power of stimulating an increase of the 
white blood cells. They require for their 
solution a weak alkaline preparation, and 


it has been found by direct experiment: 


that the bactericidal power of certain of 
the nucleins is due in a large measure 
to the carbonate of soda necessary to dis- 
solve them. 

Now, to pharmacists a detail of that 
nature is what renders their work at once 
necessary and interesting. It has been 
seen that an alkaline solvent is necessary, 
and only a skilled pharmacist could have 
suggested such a solvent. If the experi- 
menters had relied on some desiccated 
preparation, some tablet or alcoholic sol- 
ution, their efforts would have been in 
vain. 

Nucleins are found to be useful in as- 
sisting the organisms to combat disease, 
and it behooves the pharmacist to help the 
physiological investigator by suggesting 
what solutions will give the substance the 
greatest efficacy. A simple alkaline solu- 
tion is found to be best, but unless the 
pharmacist has some a priori knowledge 
of the constitution and properties of the 
cells, he will not be in a position to help 
the doctor, and the latter will be re- 
duced to blind empiricism in trying one 
solution after another. 


The Testing of Pepsin. 


Pepsin of the B. P. is an organoid, and 
the suggested test in the Pharmacopoeia 
is utterly impracticable for ordinary pur- 
poses, and very liable to mislead unless 
strictly followed. The test laid down in 
the 1885 edition demands only half an 
hour’s trial, while the present B. P. re- 
quires six hours’ attention. It would be 
very erroneous to assume that, because the 
test of the new Pharmacopoeia requires 
pepsin to dissolve fifty times as much ai- 
bumin as did the old, that the former is 
fifty times as strong. The fact is that 
acidulated water will dissolve white of egg 
without any pepsin, if only it be left long 
enough at the proper temperature. A 
pepsin, therefore, of which 1 grain would 
cause solution of 250 grains of atbumin 
in half an hour, would probably be of 
greater digestive power in the human 
stomach than one which dissolves 2,500 
grains in six hours. 


The Pancreatic Solution of the B. P. 


Passing on to the liquor pancreatis, it 
will be observed that there is not the 
slightest admonition to observe aseptic 
precautions. It is not stated whether the 
pancreas must be hot from the animal or 
otherwise, neither are any particulars as 
to the appearance of the liquor given. 
We are told that it is a liquid, but be- 
yond that no hint as to color or con- 
sistency is conveyed. That muddy pre- 
paration depositing grayish flakes so fa- 
miliar in some pharmacies might claim to 
be the liquor pancreatis of the British 
Pharmacopoeia, if only it answers the 
very modest test given in the book, and 
that test is a perfect farce as a criterion 
of potency. It has been suggested by 
Mr. C. Umney that liquor pancreatis may 
be made by digesting an ounce of pan- 
creatin in a pint of 20 ner cent of alco- 
hol, but there is a pancreatin on the mar- 
ket of which a grain will peptonize more 


milk in half the time than twenty times 
the quantity of the liquor pancreatis. 
Moreover, nothing is stated as to the 
milk in the directions for testing pan- 
creatis. Complete directions are given 
as to boiling the egg, removing the mem- 
branes, etc., but as to whether the milk 
should be fresh from the cow, alkaline 
and warm, or many hours old, charged 
with bacteria, and undergoing lactic fer- 
mentation, not a word is said. 


Thyroid Solution. 


Mr. Umney gives the credit for the 
formula for liquor thyroidei to Mr. E. 
White, a pharmacist to one of the Lon- 
don hospitals, and who had done much 
work on the subject, but Dr. Murray, of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, appears to regard it 
as his offspring. There are complaints 
that this preparation does not keep, but 
this is probably due to the proportion of 
carbolic acid being too small, and to the 
want of specific instructions as to steril- 
izing the m6rtar, flask, etc., in which it 
is supposed to be prepared. Instead of 
the carbolic acid should be substituted a 
little common salt, which—pharmaceutic- 
ally—should suggest itself as a solvent 
for the serum globulin and iodine com- 
pounds. Pharmacists accustomed to mic- 
roscopic work may have noticed the won- 
derful effects of a few drops of salt solu- 
tion on blood cells in preserving their 
vitality and preventing necrotic changes. 
Some discussion has recently been raised 
about testing for iodine in thyroid tablets. 
Certain tablet makers complain that the 
ordinary test for iodine, consisting of the 
addition of a few drops of hydrochloric 
acid to the solution and the subsequent 
agitation with chloroform, to which the 
iodine gives the characteristic violet tint, 
does not demonstrate iodine in_ their 
preparations, and it certainly is difficult 
to do so; but it has been observed that if 
a tablet which contains iodine be sub- 
jected to the test, and the ‘test solution 
allowed to remain in the light for some 
hours, a very notable quantity of chlorine 
is evolved. This is apparently due to the 
conversion of the chloroform and iodine 
into chlorine and iodoform, but the 
rapidity of the change seems to be due 
to some ferment in the gland. On this 
point, however, a personal investigation 
should be made by pharmacists. 


A Wide Field for Scientific Pharmacists. 


When the history of medicine in the last 
decades of the nineteenth century come to 
be written no more humiliating chapter 
can appear than that which describes how 
certain manufacturers seek to torture 
every new remedy into the form of tab- 
lets, gelatinoids, pills or pastilles, without 
the slightest regard as to whether such 
form is calculated to preserve or enhance 
the properties of the glands. The gland 
should be extracted with _ sterilized 
glycerin, and a solution of common salt 
(5 per cent) added, whilst after filtering 
the solution should be rendered aseptic 
by being subjected to a pressure of 
twenty atmospheres of COs. With the 
exception of a few preparations of the 
thyroid, stomach and pancreas, there are 
very few animal extracts produced in 
Great Britain which at all represent the 
active principles of the glands or are any 
credit to pharmacy. This is largely due 
to the absurd attempts to desiccate the 
organs. There is, in consequence, a very 
wide field of work open to the scientific 
pharmacist in examining the functions 
and properties of the various organic 
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remedies used in medicine, and ascer- 
taining what solvents will best extract 
their virtue and what are the cardinal 
principles governing the pharmacy of the 
organoids. 


Manufacture of Soap in France. 


It is said by some authorities that 
soap (French savon) takes its name from 
the town of Savona, near Genoa. A 
washerwoman of this place, while one 
day warming a solution of lye in an 
earthen vessel which had contained olive 
oil, found that the combination of the 
two substances made a semi-solid mass 
which very much resembled the article 
at present in general use. Such, at least, 
is the story. 

From the writings of Pliny the elder, 
however, it is evident that soap was 
known to the Romans as early as the 
first century. According to the famous 
novelist, the ordinary article was pre- 
pared with ashes and .tallow, while a 
better quality of soap was made with 
goat’s fat and  beech-wood ashes. 
Neither of these products was hard, but 
of the consistency of common soft soap, 
and, curiously enough, were used fre- 

quently by the Gauls in bleaching their 
hair and by the Romans as a perfume. 
Pliny says that the article most in, use 
for washing was saponin, the mucil- 
aginous product of a Syrian plant. 

Serenus Samonicus, physician to the 
Emperor Septimus Severus, says, in a 
somewhat lugubrious poem on the vari- 
ous diseases known in the third century: 
“Attrito sapone genas purgare me- 
mento”’—that is, “Remember to wash 
your cheeks with ground soap.” 

Luther, in his translation of the Bible, 
mentions soap as an invention of the 
Hebrews of Asia Minor. 

In France, until a comparatively few 
years ago, that is to say until the manu- 
facture and sale of soap had assumed 
considerable proportions, it was made 
extensively, though in a most primitive 
manner, ‘by the peasantry and poorer 
classes. Tallow, lime and wood ashes 
were the ingredients used. Recently, 
however, modern industry, enterprise 
and competition have made the price of 
manufactured bar and cake soap so 
cheap that it is scarcely worth while to 
trouble any longer with making it at 
home. 

To-day many oleaginous substances 
are employed in the manufacture of soap, 
the principal ones being palm, cocoanut, 
peanut and cotton-seed oils, animal tal- 
low imported chiefly from South Amer- 
ica, pine resin from the United States, 
and mutton tallow from Australia. 

England ranks first in the soap-making 
countries of the world; France is next 
in order and Germany third. 

The common kitchen or Marseilles 
soap, which is manufactured not only 
very extensively in the city from which 
it takes its name but also in other cities 
of France, was formerly made from 
crude olive oil and potash, the first- 
named product abounding in the south of 
France. As the demand for the article 
increased, however, it was found that 
olive oil was much too expensive, and 
that other and cheaper oils extracted 
from rape seed, peanuts, sesame and 
cotton seed could be advantageously 
used in its place. 

It is impossible to ascertain the quan- 
tity of soap made annually in France, or 
to determine the amount consumed ex- 


cept in certain localities. For the city of 
Havre, for instance, statistics are readily 
obtained, for the reason that a muni- 
cipal tax is collected on soap as well as 
on many other commodities entering the 
city. The municipal tax on soap is 
seven-tenths of a cent per pound, and 
during the year ending December 31, 
1897, there entered the city 1,756,279 
pounds of common kitchen soap and 
94,1385 pounds of the same article for 
toilet purposes. About ten times this 
quantity, however, passes annually 
through the city on its way to and from 
various other places. 

A very small quantity of soap is im- 
ported into Havre from other countries, 
while (in view of the fact that the city 
can by no means be considered as a soap 
manufacturing centre, although one fac- 
tory exists here) about 2,000,000 pounds 
are sent abroad annually. 

The greater part of the soap imported 
into France comes from Germany, Bel- 
gium, Italy, England and Switzerland. 

Great Britain and certain South Amer- 
ican republics, chief among which is 
Ecuador, are the largest importers. 

The following table shows the imports 
and exports of soap at the port of Havre 
during the year 1897: 

Trade with 
General Commerce. United States. 
Imports. Exports. Imp’ts. Exp’ts. 
Article, Pounds. Pounds. P’nds. Pounds. 


Ordinary soap 282,480 2,288,284 508 35,899 
Toilet soap... 38,029 1,290,436 78 193,342 


Large quantities of kitchen soap are 
brought direct to Havre by sea from Mar- 
seilles. The amount has diminished a 
trifle during the last few years, however, 
on account of the establishment of a fac- 
tory in Havre itself. This factory makes 
about 7,700,000 pounds of soap per an- 
num, the greater part of which is used in 
this consular district. It is sold at whole- 
sale, with packing charges and cases in- 
cluded, at 3.5 cents per pound, and re- 
tailed at 5.3 cents per pound. 

All of the fine or cheap toilet soaps 
used in this district are manufactured 
either in Paris or in localities very close 
to the capital. 

It is not probable that American houses 
could compete with French firms in the 
production and sale of toilet soaps, which 
may be bought at very low prices. It re- 
mains to be seen, however, whether 
American soap could be put on the mar- 
ket in France and, after payment of 
freight, duty and municipal taxes, sold at 
a profit. I shall, therefore, enumerate 
these charges and allow American man- 
ufacturers to draw their own conclusions. 

The French customs duty on kitchen 
soap is 1.3 cents a pound, and the muni- 
cipal tax (in Havre), as before stated, 
seven-tenths of a cent per pound; total, 
2 cents per pound. The rate of freight 
from New York to Havre would be 
about $2.90 per 1,000 kilograms, or 2,200 
pounds; say, 0.13 cent per pound. Cus- 
toms duty, municipal taxes and freight 
would accordingly bring the charges on 
American soap laid down in Havre to 
2.1 cents per pound, and American manu- 
facturers would be handicapped to this 
extent in competing with French estab- 
lishments, which already put their pro- 
duct on the market at 3.5 cents per 
pound. Should the American manufac- 
turer desire to seek a market in Paris, 
Lyons, or other large cities in the in- 
terior of France, he would have to add 
extra charges for transportation to those 
given above.—From consular report of 
A. M. Thackara, Havre. 


The Occurrence of Hyoscyamine in 
the Hyoscyamus Muticus of India. 


At a recent meeting of the Chemical 
Society of London, W. R. Dunstan com- 
municated the result of an investigation 
made by himself and Harold Brown as 
to the constituents of Hyoscyamus muti- 
cus of India. This plant, which is ex- 
tensively used externally in Indian medi- 
cal practice, abounds in the Punjaub, Be- 
loochistan, Afghanistan and elsewhere. On 
account of its powerful excitant prop- 
erties, by virtue of which mania may be 
produced, it has also received the name 
Hyoscyamus insanus. According to Dr. 
Praed, of the Botanical Survey of India, 
the intoxicant known as “bhang,” so 
largely used throughout India and Persia, 
is not prepared so exclusively from Can- 
nabis indica as has been imagined, but, 
especially in Persia, from a species of Hy- 
oscyamus. It appears, also, that in Be- 
loochistan the Hyoscyamus muticus 
alone is employed in making both this 
preparation and the well-known “has- 
chish.” With the assistance of Mr. An- 
drews, the authors have extracted the 
alkaloid from a sample of the drug fur- 
nished by the Indian Government. It 
was exhausted with alcohol, which was 
distilled off at a low temperature to avoid 
conversion of hyoscyamine to atropine, 
and impurities were removed in the usual 
way, such as was adopted by the speaker 
and Mr. Chaston in the case of other 
Hyoscyamus species. The gold salt was 
prepared with a view of separating the 
alkaloids by means of the different solu- 
bilities and melting points of their salts. 
The whole of the alkaloid, however, 
proved to be hyoscyamine, because only 
one auric chloride was produced, melting 
at a definite temperature. The authors 
have extended the investigation to a 
comparison of this drug with the Hy- 
oscyamus niger. They find that the for- 
mer yields hyoscyamine in a pure state, 
whereas that obtained from the official 
drug is mixed with varying quantities of 
atropine and scopolamine. This paper 
gave rise to a lengthy discussion. Mr. 
Groves asked whether, seeing that the 
authors had operated ‘only on a small 
quantity of the plant obtained from one 
part of India, atropine might not be 
found under certain conditions of age 
and climate in other specimens of the 
plant. It was asked how far the alkaloid 
hyoscyamine represented the medicinal 
value of the drug, and Mr. David How- 
ard asked what was the proportion of 
hyoscyamine present. Mr. Page inquired 
whether the residue that remained after 
separation of the hyoscyamine was capa- 
ble of producing any physiological 
action. In reply, Mr. Dunstan stated that, 
just as in belladonna almost pure hyos- 
cyamine is present in the young plant, 
becoming more and more mixed with 
atropine with increasing age, such might 
be the case with Hyoscyamus muticus. 
Only the stem and leaf were examined, 
and not the root; 0.1 per cent of hyos- 
cyamine was found. With regard to the 
medicinal value of a drug depending on 
the presence of one or more alkaloidal 
constituents differences of opinion ex- 
isted, but in this case he considered that 
the physiological action was entirely due 
to hyoscyamine. 


The Nizam of Hyderabad has decided 
to erect and equip a complete Pasteur 
Institute at Hyderabad, where the fullest 
possible bacteriological, chemical and 
pathological investigations will be made. 
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Coumarin and Vanillin, Their Sepa- 
ration, Estimation and Identifica- 
tion in Commercial Flavoring Ex- 
tracts.” 

By WILLIAM H. HESS AND ALBERT B. 

PRESCOTT. 
University of Michigan. 


It is a common practice in preparing an 
extract of vanilla from vanilla beans to 
introduce also, as a lower-priced material, 
a portion of tonka beans. This makes a 
cheaper article and one that is generally 
popular with consumers. It 1s under- 
stood, however, to be an inferior article 
when compared with the genuine, and it 
can no longer be correctly labeled “Va- 
nilla Extract.” Under this name the 
presence of tonka extract constitutes an 
adulteration and, hence, the separation, 
identification and estimation of coumarin, 
the odoriferous principle of tonka bean, 
has some estimation of coumarin, the 
odoriferous principle of the tonka bean, 
has become a practical problem for the 
analytical chemist. 


Theory for the Separation of Coumarin from 
Vanillin. 


Vanillin is hydroxymethoxybenzoic al- 
dehyde, while coumarin is the anhydride 
of coumaric (orthohydroxycinnamic) 
acid. The separation depends on the al- 
dehydic character of vanillin. If vanillin 
be dissolved in pure dry ether and dry 
ammonia gas passed through the solu- 
tion the aldehyde ammonia compound 
of vanillin will be precipitated in almost 
quantitative proportions. It is accord- 
ingly not very soluble in ether; but, like 
all aldehyde ammonias, it is very soluble 
in water. Ammonia water should, then, 
extract all the vanillin from an ether so- 
lution. This theoretic principle is fully 
borne out in practice, as has been proved 
by repeated experiment. Coumarin, on 
the other hand, remains wholly in the 
ether solution. 


Method of Analysis. 


A sample of 25 to 100 grammes of the 
commercial extract to be examined is 
placed in an evaporating dish, and the 
alcohol is allowed to evaporate at about 
80° C. Water is added from time to 
time to keep the amount of liquid about 
equal to the original volume. When the 
alcohol is all gone, lead acetate solution 
is added drop by drop until no more pre- 
cipitate forms. Stirring with a glass rod 
aids in the flocculation and settling of 
the precipitate. The solution is now fil- 
tered, best through an asbestos funnel 
under pressure, and the _ precipitate 
washed with a few cubic centimeters of 
hot water. The cooled filtrate is now ex- 
tracted with ether’ by shaking out in a 
separatory funnel. About 15 to 20 Cc. of 
ether are used each time, and the process 
of shaking out is repeated until a few 
drops of the ether evaporated on a watch 
glass leave no residue. If the shaking is 
done thoroughly, three to four times 
shaking out will usually be sufficient to 
extract all the vanillin and coumarin. 
The combined ether extracts are intro- 
duced into a second separatory funnel and 
shaken out with dilute ammonia (one 


* Read by title before the American Chemical 
Society,and printed in the Pharmaceutical Review. 

1 Chloroform may be used instead of ether 
here, and age the process, with this ad- 
vantage, that the evaporation of chloroform 
a residue dryer than it is when ether 
is used. 


part strong water of ammonia to two 
parts of distilled water), using about 2 
Cc. of the alkaline water solution at a 
time, and repeating the process until the 
ammoniacal solution is no longer colored 
yellow. The ether solution is washed 
with 2 Cc. of water and this wash water 
added to the alkaline extract. The am- 
moniacal solution is set aside for the esti- 
mation of vanillin. The ether solution is 
now poured out into an evaporating dish, 
and the ether allowed to evaporate spon- 
taneously, or better, the dish containing 
the ether is placed in a vacuum desiccator 
over sulphuric acid, when the ether may 
be removed quickly. To prevent bump- 
ing of the ether and consequent loss dur- 
ing distillation in vacuo, a capillary tube 
sealed at one end is so placed in the 
liquid that the open end projects into the 
centre of the solution, while the sealed 
end extends well out of the liquid and 
rests on the side of the dish. It is ne- 
cessary that the tube be long enough to 
prevent its resting horizontally on the 
bottom of the dish.’ 
Separating the Coumarin. 

The residue having been left in vacuo 
over sulphuric acid long enough to re- 
move all water, or else dried in an air 
bath at not above 45° C., is treated with 
a few Cc. of cold ligroin,® the latter be- 
ing poured off into a clean dry weighed 
dish. The extraction with ligroin is re- 
peated until a drop evaporated on a watch 
glass case leaves no residue. The ligroin 
is allowed to evaporate—best in vacuo in 
a desiccator containing paraffin—is dried 
at notabove45° C. and weighed. This gives 
pure crystalline coumarin, melting at 67° 
C. After weighing, a melting point de- 
termination should be taken, and _ this 
with the odor—which is characteristic at 
this point in the analysis when compared 
with that of a known sample—is sufficient 
for its identification. 


Separating the Vanillin. 


The ammoniacal solution obtained above 
is rendered slightly acid with 10 per cent 
hydrochloric acid. It is then shaken out 
with ether in manner as stated before. 
The ether is removed and the residue is 
dried in vacuo over sulphuric acid or e]se 
in an air bath at not above 55° C. This 
residue is washed repeatedly with boiling 
ligroin, using a few Cc. at a time to re- 
move the vanillin and free it from adher- 
ing substances. The ligroin solution is 
decanted into a weighed dish, the ligroin 
is removed, the vanillin is dried at not 
above 55° C. and weighed. This gives a 
pure crystalline product melting at 80° 
—81° C. After the weighing, a melting 
point determination should be made, and 
then color tests may be applied. Some 
samples of vanilla extracts have been 
found to contain phenol-like bodies re- 
sembling creosol in odor and chemical 
behavior. These give color compounds 
with salts of iron, hence, any volumetric 
estimation, or even qualitative test, ap- 
plied to the unpurified extract may be 
fallacious when based on color reactions 
of iron saits. 

Results were obtained by this method 
under control as follows. From Mexican 
vanilla beans a liquid product was made 
by following the directions of the United 
States Pharmacopoeia for Tincture of 





2 Tiny capillary tubes are very useful in pre- 
venting bumping in boiling liquids and are made 
by drawing out a glass tube to the dimensions 
of a hair. Cut the tube into a convenient length 
and fuse up one end. 

3 A petroleum fraction boiling between 30 and 
40 degs. C. 


Vanilla. Of this tincture, 25 grammes 
were taken in duplicate portions, to each 
was added 0.5 gramme of pure crystallized 
coumarin, and the analysis was made for 
estimation of coumarin and of vanillin. 
The coumarin recovered from the dupli- 
cate portions was, respectively, 0.491 
gramme or 98.2 per cent of that taken, 
and 0.482 gramme or 96.4 per cent of 
that taken. The vanillin recovered was, 
respectively, 0.3081 gramme, and 0.2997 
gramme from each of the portions of 
twenty-five grammes of the tincture. 
This method for vanillin is much easier 
and quicker to work than the sodium bi- 
sulphite method, and has these advan- 
tages: (1) the shaking out with ammonia 
water is quickly done; (2) the alkaline 
solution of vanillin thus obtained is small 
in bulk; (3) the trouble of getting rid of 
sulphur dioxide is avoided. The separa- 
tion of the vanillin is also more complete. 


Standardization of Tinctures. 


At a meeting of the Midland Chemists’ 
Assistants’ Association held in Birming- 
ham, England, on December 7th, John 
Barclay, B.S., read a note on the “Stand- 
ardization of Strophanthus Prepara- 
tions,” in which he pointed out that the 
preliminary treatment of the seeds with 
ether before extraction with alcohol had 
been done away with in the case of the 
tincture, but retained as part of the pro- 
cess for making the new extract. From 
experiments which he had made he found 
that a tincture prepared by the new pro- 
cess contained more strophanthin than 
when made by the old, and his experi- 
ments led him to the conclusion that a 
percentage of 0.3 per cent of strophan- 
thin in the new tincture would be the 
most useful standard to adopt. 

Mr. Barclay then proceeded to discuss 
the new extract of strophanthus, the util- 
ity of which, he said, had already been 
questioned by many commentators on the 
new Pharmacopoeia. Since, however, the 
extract was an official preparation, and a 
somewhat potent one, it seemed desirable 
that it should be made to contain a defi- 
nite percentage of active principle, and 
following the lines of the method suggest- 
ed by the author for standardizing the 
tincture, the following process was re- 
commended for the extract: Dissolve 5 
grammes of the extract in water, filter, 
shake the filtrate with two successive 5 
Cc. of chloroform; the chloroformic 
washings agitated with a little pure water 
are rejected, and the mixed aqueous 
washings acidified with 1 Cc. sulphuric 
acid (50 per cent), and heated on water 
bath for one hour. After cooling, the 
liquid is transferred to a separator and 
extracted with three washings of chloro- 
form, chloroform is washed with water 
(to free from acid), distilled, and the re- 
sidual strophanthidin dried at 150 degs. 
F. The amount of strophanthidin yielded 
muliiplied by 20 and divided by 0.365, 
gives the proportion of strophanthin pres- 
ent in 100 grammes of the extract. 

With regard to the strength to be 
chosen for the standard, 4 per cent was 
suggested as a reasonable figure, that per- 
centage being on all fours with that cho- 
sen for the 1885 tincture made like the 
new extract from seeds previously treat- 
ed with ether. Five samples of seeds 
treated according to the official method 
gave extracts containing respectively 2.02, 
2.55, 3.28, 3.22 and 4.33 per cent of stro- 
phanthin. The variation indicated is 
probably largely due to the varying tem- 
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perature used in preparing the extracts. 
In the case of the first two samples, steam 
heat was employed, while in that of the 
other three a water bath was used. The 


seeds from which the fourth sample was. 


prepared yielded, on assay, 8.02 per cent 
of strophanthin, and should therefore give 
an extract containing 4.01 per cent in- 
stead of 3.22 per cent, as found, proof be- 
ing thus afforded that the application of 
heat to the limited extent ordered by the 
Pharmacopoeia results in the destruction 
of some of the active principle. 


Suppositories and How to Make 
Them. 


At a recent meeting of the Liverpool 
(Eng.) Pharmacy Students’ Association, 
A. H. Morgan sketched the history and 
development of the suppository. He said 
that he considered glycerin and _ gela- 
tin better than cacao-butter for a large 
quantity of soluble salts, such as potas- 
sium bromide and quinine bisulphate; but 
it must not be forgotten that glycerin acts 
as an aperient, and could not always be 
used, though with a greater percentage of 
water and less glycerin it had not this ob- 
jection. For bougies a basis having a 
certain suppleness, and softening at the 
body temperature, is to be preferred to 
one that undergoes complete liquefaction, 
since the medication is retained in con- 
tact with the urethal mucous membrane 
for a sufficient length of time to allow it 
to produce its full effect, and,is not dis- 
charged until micturition is attempted. A 
basis answering these requirements has 
been lately devised by a French chemist, 
and, according to the Bulletin of the Bor- 
deaux Society of Pharmacists, has been 
used in several French hospitals with 
great success. It consists of cacao-butter 
2, ‘anolin 1, white wax 1, melted together 
and preserved for use. The author then 
referred to the apparatus required for 
making suppositories, and described how 
they should be made, and followed this 
up with some hints on individual cases. 


How to Handle Tannin. 


A mixture of haematoxylin and tannic 
acid in suppositories generally gives 
some trouble. First, finely powder the 
haematoxylin, then add the tannic acid, 
and rub well together. Cool the base 
just to setting-point—i. e., when it is 
nearly as stiff as vaseline—and rub it in 


. a mortar well with the powdered drugs. 


Liquefy very cautiously over a water- 
bath. Should this method not answer, 
the best way would be to mass the pow- 
ders with the required quantity of ol. 
theobrom. grated by passing through a 
nutmeg or similar grater, and then press- 
ing into the moulds. 


Boric Acid in Suppositories. 


In making suppositories containing 
boric acid, take care to well lubricate the 
mould. Boric acid has the effect of mak- 
ing the mass crumbly, and the supposi- 
tories are, therefore, liable to split when 
released from the mould. A capital lub- 
ricant is made by dissolving 2 ounces of 
soft soap in a pint of water. 


Chioral Hydrate and Cannabis Indica. 


A suppository containing a mixture of 
chloral hydrate and ext. cannabis indica 
has been suggested as being very difficult 
if not impossible to make. After some 
time he hit upon the following method, 
which may be used for any drugs diffi- 
cult to mix with ol. theobrom. Melt 


cacao-butter by heating to a temperature 
of 100° to 105° F., or even a little higher. 
Meantime, lubricate the mould and make 
it as cold as possible by placing it upon 
ice or, in its absence, a mixture of am- 
mon. chlor., pot. nit., and water. When 
quite cold, fill with the hot cacao-butter, 
and let stand for thirty to sixty seconds, 
according to the coolness of the mould. 
The cacao-butter in contact with the 
mould will then be quite hard, while the 
interior will be quite fluid. Now invert 
the mould, and the still fluid portion will 
run away, leaving hollow suppositories. 
Level them off at the top with a palette- 
knife, and then place the required quan- 
tity of the mixed drugs in each. Finally, 
pour melted cacao-butter, this time cool- 
ed to a creamy consistence, over the 
whole, and allow to set. Scrape away the 
surplus base, and remove the suppositor- 
ies from the mould. This method may 
be useful in many cases, such as chloral! 
hvdras, chloral and camphor, menthol, 
etc. 

A better method for casting bougies 
has lately been adopted on the continent, 
and is useful inasmuch as a mould is not 
needed. The mode of procedure is as 
follows: A piece of iron rod 3 Mm. in 
diameter and about 20 Mm. long is fitted 
with a transverse piece at one end to serve 
as a handle, so that it resembles the letter 
T. A number of glass tubes, of such a 
diameter that the rod fits in them as a 
piston, are cut into suitable lengths. The 
medicated basis is melted on the water- 
bath, and then aspirated up into one of 
the tubes by means of a piece of rubber 
tubing attached previously to it in the 
same manner as a pipette. At the end of 
two minutes, before the mass has had 
time to set hard, the iron rod is intro- 
duced at one end, and the bougie forced 
out. In this way, with eight or ten tubes, 
any number of bougies may be rapidly 


* made. 


There is one point about the making 
of suppositories which requires improv- 
ing. The fault, however, lies with the 
prescriber, and not with the dispenser. 
This was the almost general practice of 
prescribing a certain weight of a drug in 
each suppository, irrespective of its den- 
sity, with so much of the basis. The 
author asked dispensers to bear in mind 
that the amount of basis should always 
be adapted to the actual bulk of the med- 
icament. 

H. Wyatt said that though many good 
things had come from the continent, he 
must refuse to accept the idea of using 
glass tubes as bougie-moulds as one of 
them. He had made these troublesome 
articles as long ago as four or five years 
by drawing up the mass by suction into 
glass tubes, allowing it to set hard, and 
then, after slightly warming the tube, 
blowing the hard mass out in a solid 
cylinder, which was then cut up into the 
desired lengths. The notion was obtained 
from “The Art of Dispensing” or The 
Chemist and Druggist—he forgot which 
—and was, like most ideas from those 
sources, of a thoroughly practical nature, 
as he had proved. The use of tinfoil for 
making pessary-moulds was not common 
nowadays in England; nevertheless, it had 
advantages over the cold-metal moulds 
in hot weather. If the tinfoil were allow- 
ed to project about one-half inch or more, 
according to the weight and size of the 
pessary, above the surface of the melted 
mass when poured into the moulds, they 
could then, if of cacao-butter or other 
grease, be floated in iced water and cooled 
off ready for stripping inside of five min- 


utes. Another advantage was that such 
pessaries always came out of the mould 
whole—no small matter—and finally, by 
cutting down to a given weight, accurate 
dosage was easily obtains ble—it was not 
a question of volume, as in the case of 
ordinary gun-metal-made suppositories 
and pessaries but of actual weight. The 
“hollow” suppositories for chloral were a 
particularly happy notion of Mr. Mor- 
gan’s. 

J. Harris Burns mentioned that he had 
lately had to make suppositories contain- 
ing 10 Gr. of iodoform and 6 or 8 minims 
of balsam of Peru, others with ferri amm. 
cit., a third lot with iodine and pot. iod. 
These latter went well with the gelatin 
and glycerin basis. 

Mr. Morgan, in responding, said balsam 
of Peru and iodoform were bad, un- 
doubtedly, to get into a suppository, and 
very little heat must be used in their 
manipulation. The ammon. citrate of iron 
and iodide and iodine were the cases he 
had in his mind when he so strongly 
recommended the extended use of the gel- 
atin and glycerin base. 


The Commercial Aspect of the 
Sponge Industry. 


L. M. Landeker recently delivered a 
lecture before the alumni and students of 
the Chicago College of Pharmacy on the 
commercial aspects of the sponge indus- 
try in which he reviewed briefly the prin- 
cipal facts relating to this low form of ani- 
mal life which is distributed in fresh and 
salt waters over the tropical and temper- 
ate zones, but reaches its highest devel- 
opment in the warmer waters. About 
eighteen species are known, and two or 
three only of these furnish the sponges 
of commerce. They are found most abun- 
dantly off the coasts of Florida, Cuba 
and other West Indian islands, Greece, 
Turkey, North Africa, Australia and the 
East Indian islands. ‘All of the sponges 
that enter the commerce of the United 
States come from Florida and the West 
Indies or the Mediterranean. 


How Sponges Are Obtained. 


The speaker stated that sponges are ob- 
tained from the water by three methods: 
(1) In waters not exceeding 30 feet in 
depth, by fishers with a three-pronged 
hook attached to a long pole who pull up 
the sponges from the rocks. (2) In 
waters not exceeding 60 or 70 feet in 
depth, by divers in regular diving outfits, 
who cut the sponges from their attach- 
ment, collecting them in a bag. (3) In 
waters exceeding 60 feet, by dredging 
with small grappling hooks. This is the 
least satisfactory method, as by it many 
of the sponges are badly torn. The first 
method is the principal one used, espe- 
cially in American waters. To enable the 
fisher to see the sponge, he provides him- 
self with a short cylinder, usually a pail 
in which the bottom is replaced by a piece 
of stout glass. By placing the pail glass- 
end downward a little ways into the 
water, it is possible to see clearly to quite 
a depth. Having sighted a sponge which 
appears to be valuable, the fisher with his 
hook carefully detaches: it from the rock 
and pulls it up. ‘Most of the fishers are 
of a very poor class, being negroes or 
indigent whites. : 

The sponge as taken from the water is 
composed of a great mass of gelatinous 
material adhering to the fibrous skeleton 
and possessing a very disagreeable odor. 
Its preparation for the market consists in 
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washing when first gathered, to remove 
the bulk of the gelatinous material; then 
drying in the sun for a period not ex- 
ceeding one day, during which time all 
of the organic matter partially decom- 
poses and is finally removed by heating 
and further washing; lastly, drying well, 
Preparatory for the market. The princi- 
pal Florida sponge market is Pensacola, 
while the Mediterranean market is Trieste. 
At these markets the fishers pile up their 
goods on the wharves and ask for bids 
on the whole pile. The highest bidder 
receives the lot, and he then proceeds to 
sort, trim and bale them. 


How They Are Bleached. 


Sponges are bleached to remove their 
matural dark gray color, and especially 
“the red color of the roots always present 
in the Mediterranean sponges. Bleach- 
ing is performed, first, by soaking the 
‘sponge in a strong solution of sodium 
hyposu!lphite, washing, and then treating 
with dilute hydrochloric acid, and finally 
removing all the acid by washing. This 
treatment gives the sponge a nice yellow 
color, but it also largely destroys the 
“life,” i. e., the elasticity and the tough- 
mess of the sponge, hence unbleached 
sponges are always preferable to the 
bleached sponges when intended for bath- 
ing and cleaning purposes. 

The quality of a sponge is determined 
by its texture and softness, its elasticity 
and toughness, as well as its size and 
shape. The texture of the sponge is what 
dealers call the “life” of the sponge, and 
is best preserved in those sponges which 
are not bleached. The toughness and 
durability of a sponge depend on its 
structure. Those sponges are the most 
durable that are the most closely woven. 
As to shape, sponges may be either entire 
or “full-form,” i. e., nicely rounded, “‘half- 
form,” or flat on one side, ‘“coupee,” or 
“cut,” when sliced, so as to have several 
flat faces, and “glove,” or “rag,” when in 
poor, irregular pieces. Size is a very 
amportant factor in determining the price 
of a sponge. Sizes are graded according 
to the number the sponges run to the 
pound. 


Classification of Sponges. 


West Indian sponges are classified ac- 
cording to their geographical source into 
Florida, Nassau, Cuban and Bermudan 
sponges. ‘Each of these classes includes, 
according to texture, “ sheepswool,” “‘vel- 
wet,” “reef,” and “grass” sponges. The 
sheepswool sponge is considered the fin- 
est bathing sponge, and of this variety the 
“Rock Island” sheepswool is the most 
highly prized. Velvet sponges rank 
mext to the sheepswool, and are used 
for the same purposes, but are not so 
durable. The “Bermuda yellow” and the 
“Nassau yellow” are considered the best 
qualities. The reef sponges are much 
Yess expensive than the sheepswool, the 
larger sizes being used for scrubbing and 
cleaning, and the smaller sizes for slate 
sponges. The grass sponges, when 
bleached, resemble sheepswool in appear- 
ance, but are practically worthless as bath 
sponges, as they soon fall to pieces. It is 
these sponges which are sold as great 
bargains by the department stores. The 
grass sponges cost only about one-sixth 
as much as the sheepswool of the same 
size. 


Mediterranean Sponges. 
Mediterranean sponges are classified 


into Greek, Zimoca or Turkey, Mandruca 
or North African, and, the finest of all 


sponges, the “silk” sponges. The Greek, 
Zimoca and Mandruca sponges come, as 
regarding shape, in full-form, half-form, 
and coupee, are usually bleached, and are 
used almost entirely for bathing purposes. 
Silk sponges are classed into “cup,” “sur- 
geons’,” and “flat.” Cup sponges are 
those with a large oval cavity in the top, 
giving the sponge a cup-shaped appear- 
ance, and were formerly used by surgeons 
in administering anaesthetics. ‘Surgeons’ 
sponges are the fine oval silk sponges 
formerly extensively used in surgery, but 
now almost entirely supplanted by absor- 
bent cotton. 

In addition to the uses mentioned 
above, sponges are now largely employed 
in many of the arts, thousands of pounds 
being annually utilized in carriage, furni- 
ture and shoe factories, potteries, etc. 


Fraud in Sponge Industry. 


Fraud is practiced in the sponge indus- 
try in two ways: Either the sponges are 
“loaded” to increase their weight, or an 
inferior grade or a smaller size is sub- 
stituted for the grade sold. Sponges are 
“loaded” with sand, though this is not 
used so much now as in former years; 
with rock-salt, the sponge being saturated 
in a strong solution of the salt and then 
dried, or with glycerin. This last sub- 
stance is adapted for “loading” sponges 
because it not only increases the weight 
of the sponge, but renders it more soit 
and pliable. There is another fraud ex- 
tensively practiced in the selling of 
sponges, and that is in regard to the 
“tare.” Unbleached sponges are usually 
sold by the pound, packed in bales. Now, 
if the dealer can add five or ten pounds 
of burlap and rope to the bale, he is 
ahead just so much in sponges. But 
many of the more reliable sponge houses 
are now allowing 3 per cent of the weight 
for tare, and are endeavoring to do away 
with thjs form of deception. 

Bleached sponges are sold in cases, i. 
e., a certain number of sponges are 
packed in a case so that the buyer knows 
just how much he is paying per sponge. 
But here again the nicest sponges are al- 
ways on the top, so that if the retailer 
places his retail price per piece at a fair 
margin of profit, he will find the best 
sponges of the case will go all right, but 
the poorer ones will stay on his hands, 
and must¢be sold at a loss. It is, there- 
fore, advisable to ask a higher price for 
the nicer pieces and be prepared to take 
a lower price for these poorer ones. 

A sponge should never be placed in 
very hot water. To do so must invari- 
ably destroy its “‘life,’ causing it to be- 
come flabby. A sponge should be aired 
frequently, and not placed away damp, 
into close boxes or cupboards. With this 
care a good sponge will last for years. 


Strange Foreign Body in Groin. 


When an abscess in a patient’s groin 
was opened recently ina London hospital 
the abscess was found to contain a small 
spelling-book. It was ascertained that this 
patient, when a boy, was shot, and it was 
supposed that the spelling-book was in 
his trousers pocket, and was shot into the 
groin.—Medical Press and Circular. 


The Royal Academy of Medicine of 
Belgium has just appointed a Commis- 
sion to propose that the Royal Acad- 
emy of Medicine ask the Government 
to enter into negotiations with foreign 
Governments with a view to drawing up 
an international pharmacopoeia. 


Consumption of Soap in China. 


To those who know the Chinese only 
as they are in the United States, where 
most of them appear to be engaged in 
the laundering, of clothes, it may seem a 
matter of course that China would be a 
greater consumer of soap. This, how- 
ever, is far from being the case. The 
masses of the people in this great Empire 
are wholly ignorant of its use. They do 
not know it even “as an article of com- 
merce,” as Mark Twain said of the in- 
habitants of a certain European city. But 
at the treaty ports it is being consumed in 
annually increasing quantities, and its use 
is gradually extending into the interior. 
There is probably no other country in the 
world where there is such a fine opening 
for the introduction of American soaps. 
The need, at any rate, is undeniable, and 
the only obstacle to the importation of 
larger quantities is the price that must be 
paid. 

The people of China are extremely 
poor. Their wages are paid in copper 
cash, one of which equals one-twentieth 
of a cent. One hundred to one hundred 
and fifty of these cash, that is, from five 
to seven and a half cents, form the aver- 
age daily wage of the ordinary working 
man. It is evident that such an article as 
soap, which from the Chinese point of 
view is an article of luxury rather than of 
necessity, however much desired, can. be 
purchased only when furnished at a very 
low price. 

It must not be imagined from what has 
been said that these people are altogether 
without a substitute for soap. For toilet 
purposes, they use a preparation of the 
saponaceous legumes of a tree known as 
the Gleditschia sinensis. The pods, with 
the beans in them, are placed in layers 
in a wooden frame and subjected to heavy 
pressure. The whole mass is then cut 
up into fine shavings by a plane shoved 
over the exposed ends. These shavings, 
which have the appearance of fine-cut 
tobacco, are gathered in double handfuls 
and beaten with a heavy hammer on a 
smooth stone until reduced to a putty- 
like mass. A little native perfumery is 
sometimes mixed with it to make it more 
attractive. 

In washing clothes, the poorest peo- 
ple simply place them on a rock beside a 
pool and alternately beat and rinse them. 
Others usé crude natron, an impure car- 
bonate of soda, which is obtained by 
lixiviation from the’ saline lakes of Mon- 
golia and elsewhere. The Chinese are not 
unclean from choice. In every city are 
multitudes of bath houses which are well 
patronized. The water in the large tanks 
is kept hot by a furnace underneath and 
the bean soap, if it may be so called, men- 
tioned above, is furnished to the bathers. 
These facts lead one to believe that the 
introduction of foreign soap would meet 
with great favor. 

There is scarcely any import from the 
West that is more highly prized by those 
who have used it. The native substitutes 
are recognized as very unsatisfactory, and 
there is no prejudice to be overcome im 
the sale of soap, as is the case in the in- 
troduction of many other goods. The 
well-to-do Chinese in the vicinity of the 
ports will buy toilet soaps for the bath, 
but most of the people content them- 
selves with a poor grade of washing 
soap, which they use for all pur- 
poses. The Japanese are supplying a 
very cheap variety for the toilet, 
but it is of such an inferior quality 
as to command but a limited sale 

(To be concluded.) 
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| Queries and Answers. 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for infor- 


mn : = 
| 
| 


| 
| | mation bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordially in- 
vite our friends to make use of this column, 


The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the commu- 


nication, not for publication, but to assure attention, as we make it a 
rule to pay no regard to anonymous correspondence. 


} | ey. : 
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Mercuric Cyanide.—C. S.—This salt is 
no longer official; it was formerly pre- 
pared by reaction between potassium fer- 
rocyanide, sulphuric acid and mercuric 
oxide, or it may be prepared by dissolv- 
ing mercuric oxide in hydrocyanic acid. 
Mercuric cyanide is used to some extent 
by dyers as a mordant. It is seldom 
found as an article of stock in drug stores 
and is used by chemists largely as a 
source of cyanogen. It is soluble in eight 
parts of cold water and the solution has.a 
very disagreeable metallic taste. While 
nausea is one of the common symptoms 
of chronic cyanogen poisoning, this 
symptom usually appears as one of the 
effects of an over-extended exhibition of 
the salt in small doses. Regarding the 
antidotal treatment this is necessarily lim- 
ited. The direct chemical antidote con- 
sists of the administration of a mixture 
of ferrous sulphate and ferric chloride 
with sodium carbonate, the object being 
to convert the soluble cyanide into ar 
insoluble iron ferrocyanide. In most 
cases of poisoning by hydrocyanic acid 
or cyanogen compounds, there is no time 
for the administration of a chemical an- 
tidote, in consequence of the rapidity of 
the action of the poison, and the treatment 
is chiefly directed to the maintenance of 
respiration by artificial means and the ad- 
ministration of small doses of atropine 
and ether subcutaneously. The statement 
that the symptoms of poisoning observed 
in the crime now under discussion in the 
metropolitan newspapers were those of 
potassium cyanide has little more than 
hasty conjecture or newspaper speculation 
to bear it out. No scientific evidence has 
yet been adduced to bear out the sugges- 
tion that either potassium or mercuric 
cyanide was used as the causa mortis 
lethalis. 


Captol Hair Wash.—E. T. D. writes: 
“On page 389 you give a formula for 
‘captol hair wash.’ I have examined all 
the price lists possible and fail to find 
any information regarding it. Will you 
kindly inform me where ‘captol’ can be 
found, its cost and whether proprietary 
or not?” 

Captol is a condenSation product of 
tannin and chloral patented by the Far- 
benfabriken of- Elberfeld Co., 40 Stone 
street, New York. It is described in a 
recent number of the Pharmaceutische Post 
as a dark brown, hygroscopic powder, 
slightly soluble in cold, more soluble in 
warm water and in alcohol. It has been 
recommended as an antiseptic astringent 
in falling of the hair from seborrhoea, 
etc. A one-half per cent alcoholic lo- 
tion is rubbed into the scalp morning and 
evening, the use of fats, pomades or soap 
being strictly avoided. A preparation 
named “Captol” is advertised in the 


January magazines by Muhlens & Kropf, 
of this city, as a hair tonic, but we do 
not know what relation this preparation 
bears to the patented product of the 
Farbenfabriken of Elberfeld Co. 


Household Disinfectant.—W. F. T. 
asks for the formula of a household dis- 
infectant to put on sale during the prev- 
alence of a small-pox scare in the town. 

A simple deodorant and disinfectant is 
provided in formula No. 249 of the 
National Formulary. This may be put up 
in pint bottles bearing an appropriate 
label. 

The solution recommended several 
years ago by the National Board oi 
Health consisted of zinc sulphate and 
common salt dissolved together in water 
in the proportion of 4 ounces zinc sul- 
phate and 2 ounces salt to the gallon. 
This was used for the disinfection of 
clothing, bed linen, etc. 

Corrosive sublimate in aqueous solu- 
tion affords the most satisfactory disin- 
fectant, but its use is accompanied with 
some risk. -Carbolic acid disinfectants 


-are popular, the crude carbolic acid con- 


sisting of a mixture of cresylic and car- 
bolic acid being most commonly em- 
ployed. A combination of crude carbolic 
acid with an absorbent powder is occa- 
sionally employed. The proportion of 
carbolic acid should be at least 15 per 
cent and fuller’s earth, peat earth, in- 
fusorial earth or any other non-alkaline 
silicious substance may be used as a basis. 

A disinfectant powder used in Germany 
has the following composition: 


Carbolic acid, crude ........sss00- 2 Ibs. 
Mix with 
RIAMEG) HNO scciisslcnsemesaawsealiels 3 lbs. 


_ Allow to stand for twelve hours and 
incorporate with 


BMBOMI <p vis'eiclew scales peice g aa cawaieacic 5 Ibs. 


The foregoing formula is highly rec- 
ommended by E. Dietrich. 

For the deodorization of the sick room 
a perfumed solution of carbolic acid is 
recommended of the following formula: 


RP UGNCOOIG secs ccscsesaicacs 2 fl. ozs. 
ri ids. 11s) | ENCES eRe eae 2 fi. ozs. 
Oil DECEAMOL occcesecccrccvece 20 mins. 
OE: SUCMIV IIS. o:c:viscwecesccvecne 20 mins. 
OTC GOUE closes scsicase seca 6 mins. 
Dissolve and add 
TINCEUTE. CUGDOEE 5c06sssscee 20 mins. 
RE 1 aeiy pais oisia'edeciajenleauareioe 20 fl. ozs. 


Set aside for a few days and filter 
through fuller’s earth. 


Tasteless Castor Oil._J. H.—Refer- 
ence to back numbers of the AMERICAN 
Druccist will show nearly all that has 
been done by experimenters in the way 
of depriving castor oil of its nauseating 
properties, but for the benefit of new 


subscribers reference to some of the more 
approved methods is here made. 

To deprive castor oil of its acrid and 
nauseating oily taste it is recommended 
to wash it with successive portions of hot 
water, the last application being made 
with a warmed solution of saccharine 
flavored with oil peppermint, sassafras or 
wintergreen. 

If an emulsion is desired the formula 
adopted by the Cincinnati Academy of 
Pharmacy and published in the AMERI- 
cAN Druaaist last March can hardly be 
improved upon. The formula is: 


CABIOL Ol ieskd icncocrccsusaswecs ,480 Gms. 
WHI: Of C88 cswciicciieacescs 100 Cc. 
Silas isaunccuioasicacerluawaameune 250 Gms. 
Oil. OF CINNAMON, 6.200scscecsee 1 Ce. 
Water, sufficient quantity to 

SOO sc cca coneddassmunaneness 1,000 Cc. 


Emulsify the oil with the white of egg 
and 100 Cc. of water. Dissolve in this 
the sugar; strain through wetted straining 
cloth, and add enough water to make 
1000 Cc. Like the first mentioned emul- 
sion, it should be prepared fresh when 
wanted. 

A very pleasant emulsion may also be 
prepared as follows: 





CORE OB» cccrswicns 

Powdered acacia .... " 
Elixir of saccharine ..........0. 20 mins. 
Oil of bitter almond ............ 1 min. 
CHE GET ONE censcusaduentiionss 2 mins. 
Distilled water, to make ...... 2 fl. ozs. 


Dissolve the acacia in sufficient water, 
and with this emulsify the oil. Then grad- 
ually add the flavoring with constant stir- 
ring and lastly the remainder of the water. 


Book on Liquor Distilling, Etc.—J. 
A. L. wants the name of “a work on the 
general composition, analysis, etc., of dif- 
ferent liquors.” 

Brevan’s “Manufacture of Liquors and 
Preserves,” published by Munn & Co., 
New York, price $3, is probably the book 
he is in search of. It is the work of a 
Frenchman and is intended primarily for 
the use of liquor manufacturers. It is il- 
lustrated with engravings of the machin- 
ery and apparatus used in the manufac- 
ture of various alcoholic preparations, the 
extraction of essences, the manufacture of 
aromatic wine and the analysis of alco- 
hols, sugars and syrups. 


Syrup. Codeinae Comp.—G. A.—For- 
mulas for both simple and compound 
syrups of codeine are thick as the leaves 
that strewed the brooks in Vallombrosa, 
but we have no information at hand con- 
cerning the particular formula you in- 
quire for. You do not give any particu- 
lars as to the name of the manufacturer 
or where it originates. One of the most 
popular syrups in the New York Hos- 
pital service has the following compo- 
sition: 

CGMGI. BOO is ciaac deawreniesaivs 4 gers. 


Acid. hydrocyan. dil. ......... 16 mins. 
BAOMOR CHIGLIO 6 60:050 vi0ascceeenic 1% drs. 
Syr. pruni. virg. .... to make 2 fl. ozs. 


Dose, one teaspoonful. 


The formula prescribed in the RBelle- 
vue Hospital is: 


COGEINAE. oc cccct sigasss sictisnensece 4 grs. 
Acid phosphoric dil. .......... 15 mins. 
Syr. pruni. virg. ..... to make 4 fl. ozs. 


Dose, one teaspoonful. 


The above formula is also followed in 
the Roosevelt Hospital, save that simple 
syrup takes the place of syrup of wild 
cherry. 

The British Pharmaceutical Confer- 
ence syrup of codeine consists of a solu- 
tion of alkaloidal codeine in diluted alco- 











12 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


hol, water and syrup containing one- 
quarter grain of codeine in each tea- 
spoonful. The preparation of the National 
Formulary is a simple solution of codeine 
sulphate in warm syrup of the strength of 
about one-half grain to the fluid dram. 

The Bellevue Hospital formula is gen- 
erally preferred, as it is more soothing in 
a case of tickling cough and nicer to the 
taste. 


Compound Sarsaparilla with Iodides. 
—S. B. sends the printed wrapper of a 
carton for “compound extract of sarsa- 
parilla with iodides,’ and asks for the 
formula of a preparation to fit this title. 

In our issue of December 10th, on page 
351, will be found full particulars regard- 
ing the manufacture of a compound of 
this character. The formula there printed 
provides for the manufacture of 100 pints 
of finished material and only the propor- 
tions of potassium and ferrous iodides 
are omitted. If S. B. will add ferrous 
iodide to this formula in the proportion 
of about 10 grains of the salt to each pint 
of finished product and double or treble 
this amount of potassium iodide he will 
turn out a preparation which will respond 
fully to the claims made on the wrapper 
which he submits. 


Quinol-Hydrochinon.—D. S. F. asks 
where the quinol can be purchased which 
is prescribed in the formula for a metol- 
quinol developer printed in the issue of 
November last, as he says the substance 
is not obtainable from Philadelphia drug 
jobbers under that name. 

If D. S. F. will ask for this substance 
under the commoner name of hydrochi- 
non, he will have no difficulty in having 
his order filled by any Philadelphia drug 
jobber. Quinol is the title for hydrochi- 
non commonly used by chemists, and if 
the salesmen of any of the Philadelphia 
firms through which it was sought to be 
obtained had referred the matter to their 
chemist no delay would have been ex- 
perienced in obtaining it. 


“Duane’s Orione.’”—The address of 
the manufacturers of “Duane’s Orione” 
for removing all stains of iron rust, etc., 
from linen and cotton fabrics, is desired 
by R. L. Adams, Woodstock, Vt. 


Cigar Spotting Fluid.—_S. M.—Com- 
plete information regarding this com- 
pound is given in our December 25 issue 
on page 328. 


Tue Mepicat News Pocket ForRMULARY FOR 
1899.—Containing sixteen hundred prescrip- 
tions representing the latest and most ap- 
proved methods of administering remedial 
agents. By E. Quin Thornton, M.D., Dem- 
onstrator of Therapeutics, Pharmacy and Ma- 
teria Medica in the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege, Philadelphia. In one wallet-shaped vol- 
ume, strongly bound in leather, with pocket 
and pencil. Price, $1.50, net. Lea Brothers 
& ~ Publishers, Philadelphia and New 


or 
This little work should meet with a 
good reception from physicians. The 


compiler has arranged the prescriptions 
under alphabetical headings of disease, so 
that the medical man, be he physician, 
surgeon or specialist, can instantly place 
a given prescription. Each prescription 
has evidently been subjected to careful 
study and verification. Useful annotations 
and indications as guidance in meeting 
the various stages and complications are 
appended. 


Advertising Ideas. 


Under this heading we shall conduct a practical discussion of store 
methods and advertising for retail druggists. The Department Editor 
will be pleased to criticise advertisements, suggest improvements and 
answer all questions coming within the scope of this department, pro- 


vided they are accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 


COSTLY ECONOMY. 


READER of this department whose 
advertising has several times re- 
ceived favorable comment, writes 

that he contemplates making some im- 
provements in his store and feels that 
he will have to economize on expenses 
wherever possible. He says that the 
next two or three months will be dull 
ones in his locality, and asks whether it 
would be advisable to discontinue his ad- 
vertising for a time. 

I do not believe that it would. There 
may be cases where temporary discon- 
tinuance of advertising is necessary, but 
this is not one of them. When one has 
all the business he can attend to he may 
be justified in stopping, but it is hard 
to find another reason. It is wise to de- 
crease the expenditure at times, but to 
entirely discontinue is to lose the benefit 
of continuity, which is a very important 
element in success. 

One would not think of closing his 
store three days in a week because trade 
was dull. It would be peculiar economy 
to take doses of medicine only one-third 
as often as the doctor prescribed because 
the potion was expensive. The continu- 
ity of advertising must usually be viewed 
in a similar light. 

To entirely stop is to lose some of your 
hold on people, to lost momentum, -and, 
in many instances, to give your competi- 
tor an opportunity. My reply to the in- 
quiry would be to curtail the advertising 
if necessary; to use less space, but to keep 
up some effort as a connecting link be- 
tween past and future advertising. The 
chances are that it would be better not 
to decrease the advertising at all. 


se Ft ut 
CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


Prize Advertisement. 


The ‘‘ American Druggist’’ offers 
a prize of One Dollar, each issue, for 
the best retail druggist’s advertise- 
ment. The prize this time is awara- 
ed to Mr. John A. Foote, Archbald, 
Pa. 








Editor Business Hints: 


I appreciate your criticisms of my ads in the 
AMERICAN Druccist of Nov. 25, and herewith 
send some more ads for criticism and competi- 
tion. From the character of the paper, would 
you consider it a good medium? It is a little 
hard to induce people in this locality to read 
ads, hence my adherence to strong headlines. 

Joun A. Foote. 

Archbald, Pa. 


The paper sent appears to be newsy, 
well edited and well printed, and it carries 
a good amount of both local and foreign 
advertising. Surface indications point to 
its being a good medium. If its rates 
have proper relation to its circulation, it 
can doubtless be used profitably. 

All the ads sent can be classed as good; 
the one awarded the prize is much better 
than either of the others because it con- 
tains more information. The headlines 
can be improved. ‘“There’s Danger” 


MINERS 


Are subject to a mechanical 
irritation of the bronchial tubes 
by dust and smoke, which some- 
times causes what is known as 
MINERS’ ASTHMA. Ordinary 
cough medicines will not relieve a 
cough of this kind. Therefore we 
have prepared a strong expector- 
ant to help the lungs throw out 
this foreign matter. It is called 
White ,Pine and Tar Syrup and 
costs 25 cents. 

FOOTE’S PHARMACY. 
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Prize Advertisement. 





is a blind heading, which is a poor kind. 
It is always best to have your headings 
appeal directly to the individual you wish 
to interest. The heading of the winning 
ad is good, but would have been better 
had it been “Cures Miners’ Asthma,” be- 
cause such a heading is most apt to arrest 
the attention of those you are after. Your 
headings are none too bold, they might 
with advantage be still bolder when the 
subject is such a one as this. I have had 
a revision of your ad set to illustrate these 
suggestions. I believe you are hampered 
somewhat by the use of a fixed amount 
of space. Buy your space by the inch and 
use it as you need it. 


Claims Should Be Moderated. 


Editor Business Hints: 


Kindly criticise enclosed circular. We insert 
one in each package that leaves the store. 
Change about once a month 


Car McCLoskey. 
Jersey City, N. J. 
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The circular is a small one printed on 
one side only, and advertises a cough 
cure and a laxative tablet. 

It is nicely printed and the method of 
distribution is good, but I doubt whether 
it will be very effective. Any piece of 
printed matter that gives the name of a 
preparation, tells what it is for and names 
the price is apt to do some good, and yet 
may not be a very good circular. This 
one is as good as thousands of others, but 
the writer makes one serious and very 
common mistake. He relies on mere 
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assertion to sell the goods. Indiscrimin- 
ate praise of one’s goods convinces no- 
body, and yet it is very hard to keep 
from doing that very thing. It is 
argument and facts that convince 
people; assertion only arrests the at- 
tention and creates a demand for 
proofs. When one relies on _ asser- 
tion it is so easy to drop into extrav- 
agances. “Other cough remedies fail: 
Canada Pine always cures.” Such state- 
ments glance off people like water off a 
duck’s back. The extravagance of the 
claim defeats its purpose. Another in- 
stance: “Iscara Tablets contain the oniy 
drugs which absolutely cure constipation, 
indigestion, biliousness, sick headache, 
and all stomach troubles. Easy to take, 
most pleasant in action. One tablet will 
relieve you in a few minutes.” 

To claim that one tablet will relieve 
biliousness or all stomach troubles in a 
few minutes is manifestly exaggeration. 
People would also be shy of a remedy 
that would relieve constipation in a few 
minutes. Such a lightning specific might 
prove embarrassing. 

It is easy to slip into absurdities of this 
sort, and the only way to avoid it is to 
constantly remember that facts and argu- 
memts are required to sell goods. 


A Good Circular. 


Editor Business Hints: 


.Thanks for your criticism of my kidney pill 
circular, It has been a deal of assistance to me 
in writing the “Cold in the Head” article in 
enclosed folder, which is entered in competition 
for prize. I also enclose newspaper ad. 


Lancaster, Pa. W. O. FRAILEY. 


The circular submitted is good and 
came within a few points of winning the 
prize. The treatment of the subject is 
first rate. The second page could be con- 
densed without weakening it. It is doubt- 
ful if second and third paragraphs add 
any strength to it. 

The newspaper ads are well written, but 
it would seem that the manner in which 
they are displayed would cause them to 
be overlooked frequently. 


se Ft 
A Blotter Ad. 


Editor Business Hints: 
I enclose a blotter and ask your opinion as 
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| | Wit and Humor. 


| Drug-Store Yarns Told After Business Hours, Being New Prescriptions for 


to its value as an advertisement. 
Ponca, Neb. Jno. D. Fores. 


If you put one of these blotters into 
every house in town there should be 
some results. The fact that it is a blotter 
does not add materially to its value. The 
same matter on a small circular would 
do nearly as well. All the good is ac- 
complished by the first reading in either 
case. The only advantage on the side 
of the blotter is that it is more apt to be 
kept and hence more people may see it. 
The matter on the blotter is all right and 
if followed by other equally good ads, 
will help your soda business. 


Better Every Month. 
The AMERICAN Druccist grows better 


every month. 
Watt. Jones & Co. 
Eldorado Springs, Mo., Dec. 13, 1898. 


Weary Druggists. 


| 
| | Anecdotes of the Comic, Humorous or Pathetic Side of Drug-Store Life Are 


.THE DRUGGIST WHO GOT 


EVEN. 
By M. Quap. 


“When I was ready to go out into the 
world and set up as a druggist,” said the 
sleek little man with the big diamond 
pin, “I made the mistake of setting up 
shop in a small town. It’s always a mis- 
take, because you have at least one old 
drug store to buck against, and there are 
cliques you know nothing of until too 
late. This town was in the West, and it 
seemed to me to be a good opening for 
a hustler. There was only one druggist, 
and he kept dry goods and boots and 
shoes as well, and hadn’t the ambition to 
hang a sign in the window. I got a cor- 
ner store, fitted it up in modern style, 
and when I opened up my place was a 
novelty to all and something for a 
country town to feel proud of. The old 
druggist had it in for me, of course, and 
as I had no whiskers on my chin he found 
plenty of people to believe with him that 
it would be a risky thing to trust me 
with a prescription. There were four 
doctors in the place, and, of course, it 
was my business to work them. I got 
one around all right, but the others 
wanted to wait and see how things) went. 
The one I got happened to be the one 
who had the least practice, and he want- 
ed an even divide on profits. Not only 
that, but he helped himself to my port 
wine and brandy so often that I was be- 
hind the game. 

“As a stranger,” continued the sleek 
little man, “I didn’t know that if I went 
to board with Mrs. Brown, on Wilson 
street, Mrs. Green, on Ash street, to- 


Solicited for This Column—For Accepted Articles Payment Will be Made. 


gether with all her friends, would be 
down on me. I went to Mrs. Brown’s, 
and there were twenty families in the 
town who wouldn’t enter my store in 
consequence. It was social rivalry, you 
know, and they carried it into business. 
I was getting a good room and board 
for $4 per week, and Mrs. Green sent 
me word that she would do better by 
me for $2. I used to be called a 
fair singer, and I used to attend church 
every Sunday. I started out haphazzard 
and brought up in the Presbyterian edi- 
fice. From the moment I was seen to 
enter its doors I was a marked man. Not 
a Methodist or Baptist in town would 
even glance into my show windows. If I 
had alternated at the different churches it 
might have relieved the straih, but be- 
ing invited to join the choir, I stuck to 
the Presbyterians and sealed my fate. 
Several parties were given at which I 
showed up, and this intensified the bit- 
terness. They wouldn’t let me stand neu- 
tral, but I must stand or fall with the 
clique. If it was so in religion it was far 
worse in politics. I had never voted, and 
didn’t care a tinker’s tunk which side 
won, but from the way both sides got af- 
ter me you’d have argued that my single 
vote was to decide some momentous 
question. I didn’t want to make any 
more enemies, and therefore refused to 
register, and lo! both parties were down 
on me! I ought to have done a trade of 
$50 per day, but owing to the combina- 
tions I often had less than $3 to count up 
at the close of business. 

“T told you about the doctors’ hanging 
off. It was well enough for them to be 
sure of capabilities, but that wasn’t what 
kept them from throwing business my 
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way. Each had a marriageable daughter, 
as I finally came to know, and each was 
waiting to see whose daughter I was go- 
ing to shine up to. I made a selection 
without knowing anything about the lit- 
tle scheme, and in that way I won over a 
doctor, who sent in a prescription now 
and then. The other two were down on 
me, however, and I could figure out that 
every time I put my arm around that girl 
I was ten dollars out of pocket. I had 
no idea of marrying her, but one-half of 
society congratulated me and bought 
tooth brushes and porous plasters, while 
the other half looked askance and 
wouldn’t have sticky fly-paper at a penny 
a sheet. I’ was running behind expenses 
every week and wondering where I could 
find another opening, when I made the 
worst move of all. They had a public 
spelling school in the town hall. I ought 
to have had sense enough to have re- 
mained in the store, but as there was no 
business doing, I locked her up and went 
over to the hall. Both sides wanted me, 
and the side I went on beat the other. 
Indeed, I was ass enough to be the last 
one up, and that was something the peo- 
ple didn’t propose to stand from no up- 
start stranger. 

“When I realized that I was knocked 
out, a feeling of revenge took possession 
of me. I made up my mind to get square 
with that town or leave my bones in its 
graveyard. With all its faults, it was a 
sporty town, and I took that as a basis 
to work on. I knew a horseman in Chi- 
cago who was up to tricks, and I went 
up to see him. One day, a week later, a 
tin peddler arrived in my town and began 
to blow around about the gait of his old 
horse. He bragged and bluffed until two 
or three men became interested, and the 
result was a race on the county fair 
grounds. They had two or three trotters 
in town, and when the thing got started 
the crowd went in with a whoop. After 
the tin peddler had put up $600 of the 
long green a few of the people began to 
smell a rat, but when the race was called 
our dark horse stood to win or lose 
enough to fit out two drug stores like 
mine. The odds were ten to one against 
him at the start, and it wasn’t even money 
till he came out on the track. We had 
a walk-over, and before the crowd got 
ready to break things, the peddler had left 
town. My pockets bulged with my share 
of the boodle. There was a certain gang 
which played poker three nights in the 
week. I sent up to Chicago for a chap 
who knew his business and worked him 
in on the gang. They thought they had 
a fat pigeon in him, but he worked them 
up to a climax and dropped out of town 
with such a wad that none of the dead- 
game sports could buy a five-cent cigar 
for days to come. 

“I wanted one more whack at _ the 
town and I got it. There was no State 
law regarding dentistry. A blacksmith 
or an undertaker could practice on any- 
body who was willing. There used to 
be, and may be yet in some of the States, 
fakirs who travel from town to town and 
do dentistry. I got hold of one and gave 
him a pointer. He advertised to pull 
teeth for nothing and furnish plates at.$5 
each. He had a rush of customers. For 
fifteen days he put in twelve hours per 
day yanking out old teeth, and when he 
got around to the iast he had a peck of 
them. I was paying him $5 per day, 


however, and the work was not like saw- 
ing wood. When he folded his tent and 
stole silently away there were about 300 


men and women in that town wait- 
ing for upper or lower plates, and 
all speaking with a _ lisp. The 


church choir had to be laid off, min- 
isters and school teachers took a vaca- 
tion, and business and society had to 
gum it. The two local dentists must 
have had work for the next twelve 
months and got rich out of it, but I never 
asked for my share of the profits. I had 
to pack up my stock and find a new 


opening, but there was nothing to kick, 


about. I was ahead of the game in a 
financial way, and the day I left town 
even the ticket agent and the man who 
checked my trunk dared not open their 
mouths to bid me good-bye, because 
their teeth are missing.” 


(Written for the American Druggist.) 


A DRUGGIST’S STORY. 
By T. E. McGratu, 


Tarrytown, N. Y. 


DELIBERATELY chose my calling 
and studied for it, so that I have 
nothing against the profession to 

wiuich my life must henceforth be de- 
voted. But, sir, I believe the drug clerks, 
particularly in the large cities, are the 
hardest worked, poorest paid and least 
appreciated people in the community. For 
in our keeping even more than in that 
of the doctors who prescribe is the public 
health. We must keep our brains clear 
and be ready to fill a prescription when 
called from our beds at 2 o’clock in the 
morning as accurately as at high noon. 

Some time ago I was myself under the 
weather. The hard work was telling on 
me and I was threatened with insomnia 
and fever. One midnight, while I was in 
this condition, I was rung up, and with 
tottering steps and a reeling brain I made 
my way down to the store. Outside the 
door I found a boy awaiting me, froma 
house near by, with a prescription calling 
for a number of half-grain morphine 
powders. The doctor who wrote the pres- 
cription was a friend of mine and a very 
careful man. The powders were for an 
old gentleman who had been ailing for 
some time, and I knew they were intended 
to induce sleep. I filled the prescription, 
properly as I thought, and when the boy 
left I returned to bed. As I could not 
rest, I was up early and down sstairs. 
Like a dream I recalled the morphine 
prescription. I read it over; yes, the pow- 
ders were to be one-half grain each, taken 
as directed. 

I looked at the scales; they had not 
been touched since I handled them, but 
I was frozen with horror when I saw that 
there was a tengrain weight on one side. 
I had given the man enough morphine to 
kill a dozen men, for there were four 
powders. I cannot describe the torture 
that followed. I felt that I had com- 
mitted an unpremeditated murder. I 
‘shrank at the sound of every footstep, and 
shuddered when anyone entered the store. 

About 9 o’clock my friend, Dr. Todd, 
came in with a very sad face, and in 
answer to my inquiry as to the health of 
Mr. O’Dell, the man for whom the med- 
icine had been prescribed, he said: 

“The man is dead.” 

“My God!” I gasped. 

“Oh,” said the doctor, “I fully expected 
it. The morphine was simply intended to 
ease him off.” 

“But did he take it?” 

“No; by the time the boy got back with 
the medicine the old man was dead.” 
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_ Language is all too weak to picture my 
joy on learning this. I kept my secret to 
myself and secured the powders as soon 
as possible. From that day to this I 
never made up a prescription when my 
hand was not steady and my brain clear. 


Aunty Cameo and Utica Canine. 


The junior clerk had just filled a writ- 
ten order for “ten cents Aunty Cameo 
tablets for teetake” without hesitation and 
without cracking a smile. 

He was smiling in the mirror and won-. 
dering why Providence had endowed him 
with so much wisdom and beauty, when 
someone’s servant came in for “a bottle 
of Utica Canine.” 

The clerk looked dazed. In the lan- 
guage of the ring, the servant “had him 
going.” “Um—ah—yes,” he stammered 
while his memory galloped over the ten 
thousand articles in stock, looking for the 
substance to fit the words without avail. 

“Is it for a dog?” he cautiously asked. 

“Sure it’s for no dog at all; it’s some 
red sthuff the boss rubs on his head to 
kape his hair from lavin’ him.” 

The clerk reached for a bottle of Eau 
de Quinine and wrapped it up. There 
was a far-away look in his eyes as though 
he were thinking something about pride 
going before a fall. 

W. A. D 


Medicine and Chemistry in Fiction. 
KIPLING AS A CLINICAL OBSERVER. 


During the last twenty years medicine 
has been much exploited in fiction. Nov- 
elists have disdained the use of myster- 
ious wasting fevers, and of subtle poisons 
defying detection, because brewed accord- 
ing to an old Italian recipe, as the means 
of removing superfluous characters, and 
bave gone in for detailed study of specific 
diseases. To the medical man the result 
is almost always unsatisfactory. Every 
reader of the medical journal who is 
wont to relax his mind over current fic- 
tion can think of examples where the 
author, in spite of the most conscientious 
getting-up of salient features, betrays over 
and over again his real ignorance of 
what he is writing about. Either he mag- 
nifies the importance of a symptom that is 
in no way pathognomonic, or, more com- 
monly still, his invalid is only sick in one 
place; he has his bad heart, his bad lung, 
or his bad brain, but all the rest of him is 
in perfect going order. The complaint, of 
course, has been read up in a book, but 
the writer knows nothing of the inter- 
dependence of the various organs upon 
one another, and fails to appreciate that 
the victim of an organic lesion is dam- 
aged in his whole physique, and not only 
in that region where the initial or special 
manifestation of damage occurs. Mr. 
Kipling in more than one of his early 
stories has fallen into this trap, but in 
“The Day’s Work,” which is just pub- 
lished, he has been able to give a re- 
markable clinical study of opium delir- 
ium. The madness of Findlayson, R. E. 
is a madness of body and mind. The an- 
tecedent circumstances are in keeping 
with the effect produced by the drug, and 
the rhapsodical dreams, as well as the 
physical exploits, are all exactly as they 
should be. Is the story of the “Bridge- 
builders” the confession of an opium 
eater? will be the question on many lips; 
sO we may as well answer it at once in 
the negative.—-Phil. Med. Jour. 
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NEWS AND NOTES OF THE 
N. A. R, D. 


(Issued from Headquarters.) 


The secretary’s recently published official re- 
oe is being sent by the various organizations 
elonging to the national body to each of its 
members. The unexpectedly large demand for 
them is very gratifying. In some States as 
many as a thousand copies are being distributed. 


President Hynson is in receipt of a letter from 
C. E. Corcoran, of ansas City, enclosing a 
clipping from the Kansas City World of Decem- 
ber 18th. The clipping is an ‘‘ad’”’ of a new nos- 
trum which many retail druggists are making 
displays of in their windows. The choice lan- 
guage employed is this: ‘‘Tell him he lies. It 
cost us time, money and much labor to perfect 
this great nerve tonic. Some druggists object 
to selling it because it costs them almost double 
the price of inferior articles. These druggists 
may tell you they haven’t it, but can sell you 
something ‘just as good.’ Tell them they lie!” 
Mr. Corcoran is talking good sense when he 
says with reference to this representative of the 
filth which is being flaunted in the public prints 
as medicines (!) “there should be a universal 
resolve by druggists not to handle a cent’s worth 

these goods.” To what extreme of degrada- 
tion has the retail druggist fallen that poltroons 
such as these taunt him with attempted villainy 
without the least fear their business wil! suffer 
in consequence. 


J. L. Avis, of Harrisonburg, Va., writes that 
the druggists of his locality are thoroughly 
aroused to the necessity of co-operation with the 
N. A. . and that this interest will manifest 
itself in the formation of local associations with- 
in a very short time. Application blanks and 
forms for statistics have been furnished by the 
national secretary, who will be very glad to send 
them to all persons contemplating organizing 
local bodies. 


The national secretary is anxious to make the 
strongest showing possible of new members (as- 
sociations) at the coming meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee ‘in Chicago this month. As- 
sociations are being formed in many States and 
there are numerous organizations already formed 
which meet so infrequently that opportunity for 
uniting with the national body has not been 

resented; but it is sincerely hoped local and 

tate presidents and secretaries will hasten as 

much as possible the co-operation of their var- 
ious bodies. The success of the movement will 
depend, in no small degree, upon the reception 
accorded the N. A. R. D. by druggists’ organ- 
izations. To be interested is one thing, to 
place the evidence of your interest and intended 
co-operation in the hands of those who can 
make use of it to your advantage is another. 
Go to work at once to give the moral support 
of your organization to those who are fighting 
your battle for you so unselfishly, and with 
such bright prospects of ultimate success. 


The work of the National Association has been 
not a little hindered by the increase of business 
incident to the holiday season. It is well known 
that every officer and every committeeman of the 
N. A. BR... D. has a pf drug business of his 
own to which he gives time and thought, and it 
is a source of strength to the organization that 
every man knows just what bad conditions afflict 
his brethren and thinks and feels for them as 
he does for himself. Now that the holidays are 
over, things are going to be mighty lively in 
drug circles for a good while to come. . 


Chairman Holliday, of the Executive Com- 
mittee, was in Kansas City this week in the in- 
terest of the N. A. R. D. No one realizes more 
forcibly than does Mr. Holliday the necessity 
for striking while the iron is hot. He is settin 
a splendid example for the officers of State wa 
local organizations. 


“Our local association is much encouraged at 
the prospect of better times,” is the language 
of Second Vice-President Jones in writing of the 
Louisville Retail Druggists’ Association. The 
druggists of his city are emerging from a period 
of business depression rarely equaled, and the 
work accomplished by them as outlined in an- 
other item is a record to be proud of. 


The Philadelphia Association of Retail Drug- 
gists (a new local body which came into exist 
ence since the St. Louis convention) adopted 
on December 16th its constitution and by-laws, 
thereby perfecting organization. The constitu- 
tion and by-laws are nearly identical with those 
of the National Association. A circular letter 
issued to the drug trade of Philadelphia Decem- 
ber 9th met with an unexpectedly cordial recep- 
tion, and there are excellent reasons for believ- 
ing that within a short time the 900 druggists 
of the City of Brotherly Love will be enrolled 
in an organization determined to better local 
conditions as well as to strengthen by its co- 
eperation the National Association. he next 
meeting will be held January 6th, and is being 
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looked forward to with very great interest. 
Perry, 


president of the Association is James 
and the secretary W. H. Rumsey. 


President H. P. Hynson, writing to the secre- 
tary in relation to the work of the Association, 
says: ‘It cannot be stated too often that the 
success of our movement is assured only by the 
co-operation of the three branches of the trade, 
and, in my opinion, success will inevitably crown 
our efforts if we can get the liberal and honest 
co-operation of the leaders of each of the three 
branches of the drug trade.”” This statement may 
be taken as thoroughly representative of the 
sentiment of the N. A. R. its hopes of 
success are based upon the expectation of being 
able to accomplish this end. The following from 
another of the officers of the Association will be 
heartily endorsed by those most prominent in 
this movement, the ultimate object of which is 
the coalition, for mutual advantage, of the three 
branches of the drug trade: “It is to be the 
— of the new Association to convince job- 

ers and manufacturers of the truth that their 
interests are identical with those of the retail 
druggist; that the retailer’s lack of success will 
inevitably be disastrous to the allied branches 
of the trade; and that the hope of profitable 
business to all parties concerned lies in a mutual 
appreciation of each other’s deserts and in actual, 
not sham, co-operation.” 


The secretary and treasurer of the Texas 
Pharmaceutical Association writes to Secretary 
Wooten that he is having numerous inquiries for 
facts in relation to the N. D., and re- 
questing application blanks and whatever litera- 
ture can be furnished in regard to the work of 
the National body. It is gratifying that from 
all parts of the country similar letters are being 
received, and there are the best of reasons for 
believing that when the holiday rush is over, 
numberless new organizations will spring up as 
a result of this awakened interest on the part 
of druggists in the opportunity thus presented 
to better the condition of the entire drug trade. 


The secretary’s office is in receipt of a bond 
for Treasurer John W. Lowe, written_ by the 
United States Fidelity and Guaranty Company 
of Baltimore. The bond became _ operative 
October 18, 1898. 


Every member of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists will rejoice over the good for- 
tune of Treasurer John W. Lowe, who has just 
been appointed to the staff of Governor-elect 
Lounsbury, of Connecticut. The congratulations 


.of the Association are hereby heartily extended. 


..The recent statement made to the Executive 
Committee by the National treasurer is fairly 
satisfactory, showing most of the associations 
that made pledges at St. Louis to have met their 
obligations. It is hoped that others ss be 
able, in a short time, to follow their example, as 
the treasurer desires to make the best showing 
possible at the coming meeting of the Executive 
Committee in Chicago. 


The secretary says that he is in correspondence 
now with druggists in nearly every State of the 
Union. The following is a good example of_the 
inquiries he is receiving: ‘“‘New Iberia, La., Dec. 
22, 1898. Mr. Secretary. There are seven drug 
stores in our town—we have no association. [ 
should like to become a member of the Na- 
tional Association; please enlighten me _as to 
how it may be accomplished. What little I have 
~“ impresses me greatly in its favor. James 

ee.” 


William J. Willke, Ph.G., of Boerne, Texas, 
writes to the secretary that he would like greatly 
to organize a local organization of druggists, but 
that circumstances are against him, there being 
only one other druggist in the county and he at 
the other end. Mr. Willke, however, is a mem- 
ber of the State Association, and will therefore 
be represented in the . R. D., which he 
esteems a great privilege. 


The Waterbury ‘Conn.) Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation has become identified with the National 
Association. The organization has been in 
existence for many years and has done good 
work. Every druggist in the city is a member, 
and there is very little price-cutting; what there 
is being confined to dry goods stores. 


Treasurer Lowe has received a donation of $25 
from the Hartford (Comnn.) Druggists’ Associa- 
tion. Department-store competition is being 
felt in Hartford, where there are forty <n 
every one of whom is a member of the ocal 
organization. Intense interest is felt in the new 
national movement, and much good is expected 
to result from its efforts. 


The delegates in attendance at the St. Louis 
convention will readily recall the figure of Will- 
iam Bodemann, who was so active and helpful 
in the executive work of the Association. 2 
Bodemann has just been — to the State 
Board of Pharmacy of Illinois by Governor 


Tanner. He succeeds F. M. Schmidt, retired. 
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Jackson County Druggists Endorse 
the N. A. R, D. 


The Jackson County (Mich.) Pharma- 
ceutical Association held a special meet- 
ing November 14, at which over eighty 
per cent of its membership was present. 
The Association decided to support the 
action taken by the National Association 
of Retail Druggists at St. Louis. The 
following resolutions were passed and 
unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, That the Jackson County Pharma- 
ceutical Association appreciates the efforts of 
the N. A. R. D. at St. Louis, Mo., on October 
17, 1898, to lift the numerous existing burdens 
from the retail druggists of the United States 
and that in furtherance of the cause all members 
of the Association send in their names and 
membership fee through our secretary to the 
secretary of the State Association to be used 
as part of a fund for the Michigan end of the 
Ni A. RD 

Resolved, That the members of this Associa- 
tion discourage the sale of any preparation cost- 
ing the retail druggist more than $2 per dozen 
to retail at 25 cents each; $4 per dozen to retail 
at 50 cents each; $8 per dozen to retail at $2 
each. 

Resolved, That the drug journals be requested 
to kindly give space to these resolutions, that we 
may show our brother druggists of the United 
States that we stand with them in the fight for 
justice, fair treatment and the general financial 
improvement of the retail drug business of this 
country. 


ORGANIZED IN TAMPA, FLA, 


The druggists of Tampa, Fla., organized on 
December 14th and signed an agreement to 
restore the regular retail prices on proprietary 
medicines. Credit is due to E. Berger, repre- 
sentative for Finlay, Dicks & Co., Ltd. of few 
Orleans, who has been working on this matter 
for some time and at last succeeded in removing 
the last remaining obstacle. Mr. Berger has 
always the interest of the retail druggist at heart. 
He has held several offices in the State Pharma- 
ceutical Association and is an ex-vice-president 
of the same. 


Work of the N. A. R. D. 


Thomas V. Wooten, Secretary of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists, 
has issued a circular of information to 
the members, of which the following is a 
copy: 


PURPORT OF THE ST, LOUIS RESOLUTIONS. 


_There appears to be some little misapprehen- 
sion regarding the exact purport of the reso!u- 
tion adopted concerning the purchasing price to 
retailers of proprietary goods. The resolution 
says the price shall in no case exceed $2.00, $4.00 
and $8.00. Those whose prices are below this 
limit perfectly well understand that the retaif 
trade will not tolerate an advance, and the em 
tire proprietary, jobbing and retail trades under- 
stand equally well that the resolution was direct- 
ed at those proprietors whose prices are above’ 
this maximum limit. . 

_In accordance with the terms of this resolz- 
tion, it is understood a number of proprietors: 
have reduced their prices. The secretary has 
official information at this time, however, of only 
the following: 

ee & Johnson, New Brunswick, N. J- 

r. R. H. Kline Co., Philadelphia. 

Lawrence-Williams Co., Cleveland. 

Dr. Miles Medicine Co., Elkhart, Ind.. 

Meade & Baker Co., Richmond, Va. 

D. Ransom, Son & Co., Buffalo. 

World’s Dispensary Med. Association, Buffaile. 

. H. Zeilin & Co., Philadelphia. 

. C. Keith, Cleveland. 

The wisdom of the action taken at St. Louis 
in formulating a clear statement of what was 
wanted from the manufacturer and the jobber is 
being proven in the developments from week to 
week since the convention adjourned. Manw- 
facturers have had placed before them for the 
first time definite proposals for action which 
would be satisfactory to the retail trade through- 
out the country. In every case where conference 
has been had the manufacturer has expressed 
much satisfaction with a condition which has 
provided representatives of practically the whole 
retail trade authorized to confer upon proposi- 
tions which the retailers would unite in carry- 


ing out. It is thus seen that the foundation is 
being well laid for successful action in the 
future. 
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MR. HOLLIDAY’S CONFERENCE WITH 


FACTURERS. 


In accordance with the resolutions for confer- 
ence upon different subjects, Chairman F. E. 
Holliday, of the Executive Committee, accom- 
panied by Chairman Frank Faxon, of the 
a of Proprietary Goods of the N. W. 
D. A., and Messrs. W. J. waar Toledo; M. 
N. Kline Philadelphia; G. Kelly, Pittsburg, 
and F. L. Carter, Boston, ot ae same Associa- 
tion, went to New York and Boston early in 
December where conference was held with a 
number of the most prominent manufacturers of 
proprietary medicines, among them being repre- 
sentatives of Wells & Richardson Company, 
cs ee & Company, C. I. Hood & Company, 
the Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine Company, 

A. Greene, and others. 

Mr. Holliday presented to these proprietors 
the requests which the retailers have to make of 
the manufacturers and his statement of the jus- 
tice of their claims, and the importance to the 
well-being of all branches of the drug trade, of 
—_ action, was supplemented by the jobbers 
with him. 

On his return from this Eastern trip Mr. Hol- 
liday stopped in Chicago for a conference with 
Messrs. W. Dyche and D. E. Prall, of the 
Executive Committee, and Secretary Wooten. 
Mr. Holliday reported re arding his conference 
with the manufacturers that the manufacturers 
had not signified their intention of complying 
with his requests, and he said that he did not 
urge their immediate formal agreement to these 
proposals. He thought that as much had been 


THE MANU- 


accomplished in bringing the questions directly, 


to the attention of the manufacturers as could 
be secured at this first informal meeting, and 
felt confident that by having done so, the com- 
mittee of the Proprietary Association when it 
meets with the full Executive Committee of the 
retailers and with the Committee on Proprietary 
Goods of the jobbers, will be prepared to act 
with a fuller understanding of the position and 
requirements of the retail trade. Mr. Holliday 
and Mr. Faxon express confidence that  satis- 
factory results must follow from the conference 
before very long. 


MANUFACTURERS WHO PAY THE TAX. 


The manufacturers have shown a disposition 
to comply with the requests of the retailers 
and pay the cost of the stamps on their products 
and the secretary has information of the re- 
establishment of the old prices in whole or in 
part from the following houses: 

Diamond Laboratory Co., Naugatuck, Conn.; 
Emerson Drug Co., Baltim: Te; ee & John- 

Brunswick, N. D. Jayne & 


son, New 
Son, Philadelphia; I. s. Tohanon & Co., Boston; 
Dr. Kilmer Co., Binghamton, N. Y. Dr. R. H. 


Kline Co., Philadelp ia; Donald Kennedy, Rox- 
bury, Mass.; Kickapoo Indian Med. Co., New 
Haven; Lawrence-Williams Co., Cleveland; Dr. 
Miles Medicine Co., Elkhart, Ind.; Meade & 
Baker Co., Richmond, Va.; Munyon’s Homeo- 
pathic Remedy Co., Philadelphia; H. McDon- 
ald Drug Co., Brooklyn; Pabst Brewing Co., 
Milwaukee; Ransom, Son & Co., Buffalo; Rob- 
inson-Pettet Co., Louisville; Scott & Bowne, 
New York; Wallace Food Co., New York; 
Winkelman & Brown Drug Co., Baltimore; 
World’s Dispensary Medical Ass’n, Buffalo; 
H. Zellin & Co., Philadelphia; E. C. Keith, 
Cleveland; the R. T. Booth Co., New York; 
Dodd’s Medicine Co. of U. a suffalo, N. Y.: 
E. S. Wells, Jersey City, N. J., and Arthur 
Peter & Co., Louisville, Ky. 

The list of jobbers to be approved by the joint 
committees of the three associations is now 
being prepared and it is expected that a meet- 
ing will be held during the month of January 
for its consideration and approval. It is also 
hoped that at this time other questions requir- 
ing joint action can be taken up and the work 
mapped out at St. Louis materially advanced. 


LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS AFFILIATED. 
A number of organizations not represented at 


St. Louis have acted in accordance with the 
resolution inviting their membership and _be- 
come identified with the National ssociation. 


Among these are the Maine Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation, Jersey City (N. J.) Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation, St. Paul Druggists’ Association, Jack- 
son County (Mich.) Druggists’ Association, 
Borough of Richmond (N. Y.) Pharmaceutical 
Association, Philadelphia Retail Druggists’ As- 
sociation, Northwestern Ohio Retail Druggists’ 
Association, Detroit and Wayne County (Mich.) 
Retail Druggists’ Association, Virginia Phar- 
maceutical Association, Waterbury (Conn.) Re- 
tail Druggists’ Association. 


ORGANIZATION SPREADING, 


It is encouraging to note that organization is 
being carried on in many parts of the country. 
Since the St. Louis meeting the secretary has 
advices of the following: 

The Louisville Retail Druggists’ Association 
has succeeded the Botanical Club, and now in- 
cludes in its membership 149 of the 150 drug- 
gists of the city. 

The Philadelphia Retail Druggists’ Associa- 
tion has been organized and the promoters ex- 


pect soon to reach most of the 900 druggists in 
that city. 

The Northwestern Ohio Retail Druggists’ As- 
sociation has been formed, with headquarters at 
Toledo. 

It is gym ime that in nearly every case where 
the per ita membership provided by the 
Enecutive | ommittee at St. Louis has been 
transmitted to the treasurer, a voluntary contri- 
bution has accompanied the membership dues. 

Applications are being received by the secre- 
tary for a draft of a constitution suited to local 
associations. An outline for a constitution is 
being prepared and will be ready soon, when 
all desiring a copy can be accommodated. In 
studying different forms in use the constitution 
of the Saginaw Pharmaceutical Society appears 
to meet the requirements very well for working 
strength and brevity. 

Immediately following the St. Louis conven- 
tion the inquiries were so numerous regarding 
the methods by which associations might identify 
themselves with the N. A. R. D. that it was 
deemed advisable to present a form of applica- 
tion, and a blank form was enclosed with each 
copy of the report of the proceedings sent out. 

flany of the associations identified with the N. 

. R. D. have paid their assessments, but some 
have not. The expense attendant upon issuing 
forty thousand copies of the proceedings of the 
St. Louis convention is considerable and those 
bodies which have not paid their quota as yet 
can render the work of the secretary’s office a 
great service by forwarding their contribution 
at an early date. Fifty dollars is worth more to 
the Association now than twice that sum will 
be later. 








Cor. JOHN W. Lowe, 


Treasurer of the National Association of Retail 
Druggists and Aide on the Staff of the Gov- 
ernor of Connecticut, 


John W. Lowe, of New Haven, Conn., the 
treasurer of the National Association of Retail 
Druggists, has been appointed an aide on the 


staff of Governor Lounsbury “ Connecticut, 
with the rank of colonel. Col. Lowe has been 
conspicuous in the politics and military affairs of 
Connecticut for several years. While a thorough 
military man, he has never let the fascination 
of militarism ‘induce him to neglect his business. 
He conducts a handsome pharmacy at 10 Park 
street, New Haven, and has been prosperous. 

The ‘Tilinois Pharmaceutical ‘Association has 
sent out with its registration renewal blanks a 
request to every druggist in Illinois that he 
unite with the State association and thus aid in 
rendering the work of the A. D. more 
effective. Perhaps other States can employ sim- 
ilar opportunities to stimulate the spirit of or- 
ganization. 

The officers of the Association desire to call 
attention to the following resolution adopted 
at St. Louis which appeals to all organizations 
throughout the country to immediately identify 
themselves with the national body, and by so 
doing the important work which the committees 
shall undertake at an early date will be rendered 
easier and more satisfactory: 

Resolved, That the National Association of 
Retail Druggists appeals to all organizations of 
retail druggists in the United States to express 
their approval of the purposes of this organiza- 
tion, and to communicate to the secretary a re- 
quest to have their names placed on the official 
record of the Association as members through 
delegate representation. 


STAMP TAX MATTERS. 


The Attorney General Construes 
Paragraph 20. 





The question at issue in the case of the 
United States vs. Aristol, which was de- 
cided by Judge Brown on November 22, 
was whether or not aristol, phenacetine, 
etc., were exempted from the tax by the 
clause in section 20 of the War Revenue 
act, which exempts “uncompounded med- 
icinal drugs or chemicals.” As recorded 
by us at that time the decision rendered 
was adverse to the Government and the 
articles in question were declared not sub- 
ject to the tax. Prior to the decision of 
that suit the Secretary of the Treasury had 
requested the Attorney General of the 
United States to furnish an opinion as to 
the construction of section 20 in general 
and to answer the two following: ques- 
tions: 

1. What, under the law, 
pounded medicinal drug? 

2. What, under the law, is an uncom- 
pounded medicinal chemical? 

In compliance with this request, the 
following opinion has been submitted to 
the Secretary by James E. Boyd, Assist- 
ant Attorney General, with the approval 
of Attorney General Griggs: 


The inquiry as to what is an uncompounded 
medicinal drug or an uncompounded chemical 
is not, in my opinion, a question of law, but a 
question of fact, to be determined according to 
the general definition of the word ‘ ‘uncompound- 
ed,” or according to such technical meaning as 
has become attached to it as a pharmaceutical 
or medical term. It is clear, however, that no 
tax is imposed by the act above mentioned on 
any uncompounded medicinal drug or chemical, 
no matter how put up or what is claimed for it, 
the same being excepted from the operations of 
the act by the first clause of the proviso in sec- 
tion 20, which is in these words: “That no stamp 
tax shall be imposed upon any uncompounded 
medicinal drug or chemical.” 

The question, therefore, left for my considera- 
tion is the request contained in your letter of 
the llth of October for an opinion as to the 
construction of the last clause of section 20 of 
the said act. This clause reads as follows: 

“The stamp taxes provided for in Schedule 
B of this act shall apply to all medicinal articles 
compounded by any formula, published or un- 
published, which are put up in style or manner 
similar to that of patent, trade-mark, or pro- 
prietary medicine in general, or which are adver- 
tised on the package or otherwise as remedies or 
specifics for any ailment, or as having any special 
claim to merit, or to any peculiar advantage in 
mode of reparation, quality, use, or effect.” 

If we digest this provision of’ the law, we 
find that the subjects of taxation to be included 
within it comprise— 

(1) Medicinal articles compounded by any 
formula, published or unpublished, which are 
put up in style or manner similar to that of 
patent, trade-mark, or proprietary medicines in 
general. 

(2) Medicinal articles compounded by an 
formula, published or unpublished, which are a 
vertised on the package or otherwise as reme- 
dies or specifics for any ailment, or as having an 
special claim to merit, or to any peculiar a 

vantage in mode of preparation, quality, use, 
or effect. 

The manner and style of putting up what are 
known as_ patent, trade-mark, or proprietary 
medicines in general is so familiar to the public 
that it is readily understood as to what articles 
under the first of the above division the stamp 
tax applies, the general style of putting up these 
medicinal articles being in a bottle, phial, box, 
or other inclosure, accompanied by the name of 
the preparation, the name of the proprietor, 
owner, or manufacturer, together with the name 
of the disease or diseases for which the medi- 
cine is claimed to be a remedy or specific, witl 
directions as to use, etc. I may better illustrate 
what articles are comprehended under this first 
division by calling attention to some of the ex- 
hibits which have been filed with me for con- 
sideration in connection with this question. 
For instance, Chamberlain’s Cough emedy. 
This medicine is put up in a bottle which wil 
probably hold two ounces. _ Blown in the bot- 
tle on the side is, ““Chamberlain’s Cough Rem- 
edy, Des Moines, Ia, U. S. A.” On another 
side of the bottle is pasted a label, upon which 
is printed: 


is an uncom- 
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“CHAMBERLAIN’S COUGH REMEDY. 


“For the cure of coughs, colds, croup, whoop- 
ing cough, influenza, hoarseness, bronchitis, and 
sore throat. ' 

“It is also a certain preventive for croup if 
used as directed. 


“Dose: The average dose for a grown person, 
for a cold, is one teaspoonful; tor a child, a 
half teaspoonful. If that is ineffectual, take 


more. If it nauseates, take less. 

“For croup give one or two teaspoonfuls, ac- 
cording to age of the child, every ten minutes 
until vomiting is produced. 

“(Read the directions before using.) 

“Manufactured by Chamberlain Medicine Com- 
pany, Des Moines, Ia.” 

Around the bottle is a printed circular as to 
the special merit claimed for the preparation, 
and also as to its use and effect. The bottle 
with this printed circular around it is enclosed in 
a paper case or wrapper, securely pasted, and 
upon the outside of this case or wrapper is also 
printed the name of the medicine, the names 
of the diseases which it is claimed to cure, the 
name and location of the manufacturer, and the 
price of the bottle or package, which is 25 cents. 

Now, that is a proprietary medicine, put up in 
the style and manner of patent, trade-mark, or 
proprietary medicines in general. | 

A great number of other proprietary prepara- 
tions, such as Simmons’ Liver Regulator, Paine’s 
Celery Compound, Warner’s Safe Liver and Kid- 
ney Cure, Crane’s Syrup of Tar and Wild Cherry, 
all of which are put in manner and style similar 
to the above-described remedy, and advertised 
as remedies and specifics, have been called to 
my attention as exhibits in passing upon the ques- 
tion which your letter presents. These medicinal 
articles, with others put up in the same man- 
ner and style, and offered to the public, are 
readily seen to be included within the provisions 
of the act. 

The only difficulty seems to be to determine 
the scope of the language under the second head- 
ing, which I have iven before, and to say 
whether it increases the subjects of taxation re- 
ferred to under the first heading and if so, 
how far, or is intended more particularly to de- 
scribe such subjects in order to prevent evasion 
of the tax. I think a proper construction is to 
hold the latter to be the intent of the law. 

Under the second heading, articles to be sub- 
ject to the tax must not only be compounded by 
some formula, but must be remedies or specifics 
for some ailment, or have special claim to merit, 
or to peculiar advantage in mode of preparation 
quality, use, or effect. It the lawmakers ha 
stopped here, they would perhaps have left a 
broader field for the consideration of this sub- 
ject, but, in addition to the above, the require- 
ment of the law is that these medicinal articles 
must be oe up in packages, and not only put 
up in packages, but there must be an advertise- 
ment on each package as to the diseases for 
which the medicine is a remedy or specific, or 
as to the special merits, etc., which are 
claimed for it, or if the advertisement is 
not on the package itself, there must be 
an advertisement otherwise made, by which 
the public is referred particularly to the medi- 
cine in the package or class of packages. In 
other words, the advertisement either goes with 
the package itself into the hands of the consumer, 
so as to indicate to him the character of the 
medicine, the disease for which it is prescribed, 
and the special merit, etc., which is claimed for 
it, or the advertisement, made in newspapers, 
handbills, circulars, or otherwise, apart from the 
packages, must point the reader to this particular 
medicine. 

r. Bouvier defines “advertisement” to mean 
“a notice published in handbills or a newspaper.” 
Hence to advertise would mean to give it public- 
ity through the medium of newspapers, hand- 
bills, circulars, or some similar way, so as to call 
particular attention to a subject-matter in order 
that people may identify it from the description 
given in the advertisement. 

This line of reasoning which, I think, is sus- 
tained by the wording of the act, leads to the 
conclusion that it was the purpose of the Con- 
ress to levy the tax under the provision of the 
aw referred to upon proprietary medicinal ar- 
ticles, or such as assume the character before the 
public of proprietary patent, or trade-mark ar- 
ticles, and such medicinal articles as go from 
the hands of the proprietor, compounder, or 
manufacturer, so put up in packages as to com- 
port with the manner and style of patent, trade- 
mark, or proprietary medicines in general; or 
where medicinal articles, though not put up in 
the usual style of patent, trade-mark, or proprie- 
tary articles in general, still have the character- 
istics of patent, trade-mark, or proprietary or- 
ticles to the extent that they are advertised on 
the packages, or otherwise, as specifics or reme- 
dies for certain ailments, or have claims to spe- 
cial merit or advantage in mode of preparation, 
quality, use, or effect. I am borne out in this 
conclusion by the fact that when we turn to 
Schedule B, where the manner of paying the tax 
upon these articles is provided. we find that in 
the first clause of Schedule B the subiects of 
taxation are described in these words: ‘Medici- 
nal proprietary articles and preparations.” This 


description is not general so as to include me- 
dicinai articles and preparations which may bear 
a technical or pharmaceutical name, indicative 
of the disease for which they are used, in order 
to classify them and distinguish them from other 
medicines, but is confined to such as are “‘pro- 
prietary.” Then, when we come to consider 
the manner in which the tax is estimated, we 
see that the Congress still had in mind pack- 
ages, packets, boxes, bottles, pots, etc., each of 
which must have a retail price or value attached 
to it so as to determine the amount of the stamp 
to be placed upon it. 

Now, to draw the distinction more clearly be- 
tween medicinal articles or preparations which 
I hold to be taxable under the provisions of the 
law and those that are not, I will call attention 
to a class of preparations or medicines, samples 
of which have been filed with me for examina- 
tion, and which, in my opinion, are not taxable. 
They are articles which are put up in_ bottles, 
phials, or other packages, more particularly for 
the use of physicians and pharmacists. They are 
such articles as anti-streptococcic serum, anti- 
tetanic serum, antidiphtheritic serum, and many 
others of like character. These articles are not 
put up in the manner or style of patent, trade- 
mark, or proprietary medicines in general, nor 
are they advertised to the public upon the pack- 
age or otherwise as specifics or remedies for par- 
ticular diseases, or as claiming special merit, 
etc. The names upon the bottles, phials, or 
other packages containing these preparations are 
simply medicinal or pharmaceutical designations 
used to indicate the class of medicines to which 
they belong, and are for the guidance of phy- 
sicians and pharmacists, and under their direc- 
tions to be used by the consumer. I also include 
under this head such medicinal articles as Pil. 
Migraine Comp., Pil. Neuralgic, Compressed 
Tablets Antimalarial, and medicines of similar 
classes put up in quantities in bottles or other 
packages for the use of physicians, druggists, 
and pharmacists, through whom they are dealt 
out to consumers as prepared prescriptions. 
These articles have the technical medical name 
upon the bottle or other packages and also the 
formula by which they are prepared. There is 
no exclusive proprietorship or right of manu- 
facture claimed in them, but any pharmacist or 
manufacturing druggist has the right to make 
them after the formula given, and there is no re- 
tail price or value stated on the bottle or other 
package containing them. 

It might make the distinction still more plain 
to say that the class of medicines which, in my 
opinion, are taxable under the provisions of 
the law, are such as I have described above, 
which go to the consumer in the unbroken pack- 
age in which they are put up by the proprietor, 
manufacturer, or compounder, with name, dis- 
ease, and directions for use without the inter- 
vention of a prescription of a physician or phar- 
macist. Whilst, on the other hand, the pro- 
visions of the act do not reach such medicinal 
articles or preparations as are put up under 
pharmaceutical or classifying names for the use 
of physicians in their practice or of pharmacists 
or druggists in their trade. 

‘(Calomel is a medicinal article or remedy com- 
pounded (I believe) by a formula from mercury 
sulphuric acid, chloride of sodium, and distilled 
water. It is a well-known remedy for certain 
diseases, and special merit is claimed for it in 
the treatment of diseases, and special merit is 
claimed for it in the treatment of diseases like 
bilious fevers, hepatitis, jaundice, bilious and 
painters’ colic, and other affections attended with 
congestion of the portal system or torpidity of 
the hepatic function. This medicinal article is 
put up in quantities by the manufacturers after 
the prescribed formula, and is sold to physicians, 
pharmacists and druggists, and the latter in turn 
prescribe it for the afflicted and deal it out in 
quantities to suit the emergency. Now, calomel 
is not taxable under the provisions of the war- 
revenue act, for the reason that it does not 
come within the description of articles declared 
to be subject to tax under the provisions of the 
act. In the first place, it is not put up in the 
manner and style of patent, trade-mark, or pro- 
prietary medicines in general; and, in the second 
place, it is not advertised on the package in 
which it is pa up as contemplated by the act; 
and even if the manufacturer or compounder 
were to put on the inclosure containing the calo- 
mel the additional words “antibilious” or “anti- 
hepatitis,” it would, in my opinion, only have 
the effect to designate more particularly the 
class of medicines to which it belongs, and not 
to advertise it as_a specific or remedy for a nar- 
ticular disease. I have given this illustration, 
and used the name of a well-known medicinal 
article, to make the distinction which I have 
attempted to draw the more easily understood. 


The above opinion was published by 
the Treasury Department with the follow- 
ing circular letter: 

(Circular No. 205.—Int. Rev. No. 519.) 


_ ,Treasury Department, 
Office of Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 


Wasnurincton, D. '\C., Dec. 22, 1898. 
The appended opinion of the honorable Attor- 
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ney-General is hereby promulgated for the in- 
formation and guidance of all officers of the 
Internal Revenue Service. et 

. B. Scott, Commissioner: 
Approved: 

L. J. Gacr, Secretary. 

Notwithstanding the tenor of this decis- 
ion, the Commissioner still adheres to the 
stand he has taken as to the taxability of 
patented but uncompounded chemicals, as 
is shown by a letter written to Collector 
Treat by Commissioner Scott under 
date of January 3d concerning a letter re- 
ceived by Commissioner Scott from the 
Etna Chemical Co., of 313 West street, 
New York City, inclosing a label under 
which phenalgin is put up and sold by 
them and protesting against the ruling of 
the Commissioner’s office that this pre- 
paration was not within the meaning of 
the law as an uncompounded drug or 
chemical. 

They submit a marked copy of the New 
York Medical Journal, issued on Decem- 
ber 24, 1898, in which phenalgin is de- 
scribed as being ‘an ammoniated syn- 
thetic coal tar product.” They submit 
that phenalgin is and should be classed 
in the same category with phenacetine, 
which they allege the Commissioner’s 
office has construed to be an uncom- 
pounded drug, not taxable. 

“You will please advise the Etna Chem- 
ical Co.,”’ writes Commissioner Scott, 
“that the statement that this office has 
construed that phenacetine, or any other 
‘uncompounded drug,’ so-called, is not 
taxable under Schedule B is erroneous. 
This office holds that phenacetine and 
like preparations are taxable and are lia- 
ble to seizure whenever found unstamped. 

“The statement of the Etna Chemical 
Co. that this office has construed certain 
drugs to be not taxable on the ground 
that they are ‘uncompounded drugs,’ was 
probably prompted by the recent decision 
of Justice Brown, of the Southern Dis- 
trict of New York. This office does not 
accept the decision of Justice Brown as a 
ruling governing it, and will probably 
appeal. In the meantime all medicinal 
preparations put up and sold under a pat- 
ent, trade-mark or proprietorship are tax- 
able, and are liable to seizure wherever 
found unstamped.” 


Oregon Board Issues Licenses. 


The Oregon State Board of Pharmacy 
held its fourth and last quarterly meet- 
ing of the year in the rooms of the Port- 
land Business College in the city of Port- 
land, December 14th. The full board was 


present, as follows: Jno. Laue, 
Portland, president; A. Yerington, 
Eugene, secretary; R. E. Lee Stein- 
er, Dallas, treasurer; Geo. C. Blake- 


ley, The Dalles, and L. W. Moody, Port- 
land, members. A _ class of seven ap- 
peared for examination, of which the suc- 
cessful candidates were: Seniors: Fred W. 
Schmidt, The Dalles; J. M. Haberly, and 
F. W. Haas, Salem, and P. M. Kirkland, 
Independence. Juniors: Floyd’ M. Teet- 
ers, Portland and Jno. E. Skelton, Cor- 
vallis. The Board adjourned to meet in 
March at the call of the president. 


Materia Medica at the Paris Expo- 
sition. 

A part of Class 54 in the French sec- 
tion of the coming exhibition will con- 
sist of all medicinal plants and natural 
vegetable products used in pharmacy. 
Exhibits are invited from herb growers 
and dealers, herb druggists, importers, 
schools of pharmacy, botanical gardens, 
professors and amateurs. 
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AMERICAN CHEMICAL SO- 
CIETY. 


Eighteenth Annual Meeting. 


PAPERS DISCUSSED. 


The American Chemical Society held 
its eighteenth annual meeting at New 
York on December 27 and 28 last, on 
the invitation of the New York section 
which had provided for the entertainment 
of the visiting members. -The meetings 
of the first day were held at the new 
quarters of the ‘Chemists’ Club at Fifty- 
fifth street and Sixth avenue, which had 
been placed at the disposal of the Society 
as its general headquarters. The session 
was opened by an address of welcome 
from the Hon. Randolph Guggenheimer, 
President of the Municipal Council, who 
welcomed the visitors to the city. Mr. 
Guggenheimer was followed by Presi- 
dent Alexander S. Webb, of the College 
of the City of New York in an address of 
welcome to which Prof. Chas. E. Mon- 
roe, President of the Society, responded, 
thanking the New York section for its 
hospitality. 

The report of the secretary, Albert C. 
Hale, showed the Society to be in a most 
flourishing condition, the gain in mem- 
bership during the past year having been 
larger than during any other year in the 
history of the Society. 

After the reading of the reports of the 
various officers of the Society, the fol- 
lowing papers were read by abstract: 

“A New Method for the Separation 
of Arsenic, Antimony, Selenium and Tel- 
lurium from One Another and from other 
Metals,” by Augustus E. Knorr. 

“Separation of Impurities in the Elec- 
trolytic Refining of Copper,” by P. de P. 
Ricketts; and “The Preparation of Metal- 
lic Tellurium,” by Victor Lehner, of Co- 
lumbia, who, in connection with his 
paper, exhibited a bar of metallic tellu- 
rium weighing four pounds, the largest 
single piece of that metal yet produced. 

At noon the members proceeded to the 
Jersey Central depot where a special train 
carried them to the works of the Jersey 
Zinc Co., at Newark, to which they had 
been invited through the courtesy of Dr. 
G. C. Stone, chemist to the works. After 
a luncheon spread by the company, visits 
of inspection were made to the zinc 
works, the Balbach Smelting and Refin- 
ing Co., the Murphy Varnish Works, the 
Wetherill Concentrator Co., and many 
other points of chemical interest in the 
vicinity. 








A French Savant. 


At the evening session, after the reports 
of the various committees, the president 
introduced M. Raoul Pictet, of Geneva, 
who lectured on “La Suppression des 
Phenomené Chemiques a basse Tempera- 
tures.” Prof. Pictet spoke in French and 
illustrated his lecture by means of several 
interesting experiments. After a short 
address of thanks to the Society for the 
honor which they had conferred upon 
him, during which he took occasion to 
speak of America and Americans in a 
highly complimentary manner, Prof. Pic- 
tet proceeded to form solid carbon di- 
oxide by allowing the liquefied gas to 
escape through a cylinder formed by a 
folded napkin. By this means, through 


the partial evaporation of the liquefied gas, 
snowy white carbon dioxide was formed. 
Prof. Pictet then showed how, at ex- 


tremely low temperatures, chemical reac- 
tion entirely ceases. For this purpose a 
bottle of hydrochloric acid was cooled to 
some 140 degrees below zero by sur- 
rounding it with a freezing mixture of 
solid carbon dioxide and ether. A piece 
of metallic sodium, which was then 
dropped into the acid failed utterly 
to react, while at ordinary tempera- 
tures the reaction goes on with almost 
explosive violence. ‘Prof. Pictet spoke at 
some length regarding the theoretical re- 
lations of low temperatures to chemical 
reactions, illustrating his remarks by sev- 
eral charts which ‘he had prepared. 

Following Prof. Pictet, Prof. Monroe, 
of Washington, delivered the president’s 
address, his subject being, “Explosions 
Caused by ‘Commonly Occurring Sub- 
stances.” Prof. Monroe dwelt principally 
on the causes of the recent explosion in 
the National (Capitol at Washington, and 
he showed many views of the wreckage, 
from the character of which the cause of 
the explosion was at first supposed to 
have been caused by an enemy of the 
Government, though it was shown to have 
been caused by leaking gas. 

he morning session on December 28 
was held in Havermeyer Hall of Colum- 
bia University, to which the Society was 
welcomed by President Low and Prof. 
Chandler. During the session a number 
of papers were presented either in ab- 
stract or by title. 

The most interesting of these papers 
from a pharmaceutical point of view was 
that by Dr. E. R. Squibb, on the assay of 
nux vomica, an abstract of which is 
printed in another column, and the paper 
on “Vanillin and Coumarin, their Separa- 
tion, Identification and Estimation in 
Flavoring Extracts,” by W. H. Hess and 
A. B. Prescott, which was read by title 
only, and which also appears in this issue. 

In commenting on a “Note on the Esti- 
mation of Carbohydrates,’ Dr. H. W. 
Wiley, Chief Chemist of the Department 
of Agriculture, said that the trouble in 
estimating starch lay with the process for 
converting it, as it was easy enough to 
determine the glucose once the conver- 
sion was effected. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, in treating starch with acids the 
starch was first converted into sugars, 
and these sugars were, by the action of 
the acid again partially converted into 
starches. ‘As the two processes went on 
in varying proportions simultaneously it 
followed that precisely the proportion of 
sugars produced from a given amount of 
starch in any particular operation was 
largely a matter of chance. He had al- 
most come to the conclusion that it was 
best to ignore chemical methods and de- 
pend wholly on mechanical ones, merely 
washing the starch thoroughly, drying 
and weighing. 

A. C. Langmuir created a ripple of in- 
terest when he casually proposed to ac- 
count for the practically universal pres- 
ence of arsenic in glycerin by the as- 
sumption that it was present in the fat 
from which the glycerin was made. This 
theory was vigorously protested against 
as wholly untenable and unnecessary as 
there were so many other likely sources 
of contamination. 

Professor Clarke’s report as chairman 
of the Committee on Atomic Weights 
contained the interesting statement that 
two-thirds of the work done on this sub- 
ject during the past year had been done 
by American scientists. A committee of 
five was appointed by President Monroe 
to co-operate with similar committees of 
foreign chemists with a view to bringing 


about uniformity in the tables of atomic 
weights. 

Owing to the limited time allotted for 
the reading of papers all except the first 
nineteen of the papers submitted were 
read by title only. We append a complete 
list of the papers presented during the 
meetings: 

Papers Presented. 

A New Method for the Separation of 
Arsenic, Antimony, Selenium and Tellu- 
rium from One Another and from Other 
Metals. Augustus E. Knorr. 

Measurement or Turbidity in Water. 
W. P. Mason. ; 

Antitoxin Serum for Some Animal 
Diseases. E. A. De Schweinitz. 

Separation of Impurities in the Electro- 
lytic Refining of Copper. P. DeP. Rick- 
etts. 

The Preparation of Metallic Tellurium. 
Victor Lenher. 

The Preparation of Pure Tellurium. 
Henry Fay. 

The Effect of Certain Nitrogenous Ma- 


terials upon the Growth of Yeast. Har- 
ris E. Sawyer. 
The yc do of Nux Vomica. E. R. 


Squibb. 

The Potato and Cassava Starch Indus- 
tries in the United States. H. W. Wiley. 

Vanillin and Coumarin; their Separa- 
tion, Identification and Estimation in Fla- 
voring Extracts. W. H. Hess and A. B. 
Prescott. 

Ematine Octoiodide, and the Extrac- 
tion and Estimation of Alkaloids Gener- 
ally. H.M. Gortin and A. B. Prescott. 

Notes on the Estimation of Carbohy- 
drates. F. W. Traphagen and W. M. 
Cobleigh. 

The Composition and Rancidity of But- 
ter Fat. C. A. Browne, Jr. 

The Action of Iodine on the: Fatty 
Amines. James F. Norris. 

On the Constitution of some Canadian 
Baryto-Celestites. C. W. Volney. 

Laboratory Notes, New Method for 
the Determination of Zinc, Note on 
Drown’s Method of Determining Sili 
con and the Determination of Arsenic in 
Glycerin. A. C. Langmuir. 

Note on certain Flame Colorations 
Yielded by the Chlorides and Bromides 
of Nickel and Cobalt. Allerton S. Cush- 
man. 

Conserwation of Energy in the Living 
Organism. W. O. Atwater. 

Claissen’s Reaction as an Aid to the 
Determination of the Constitution of Ter- 
pene Ketones. M. C. Burt. 

The Determination of Sulphur in Sul- 
phites. A. Bourgougnon. 

Sixth Annual Report of the nee 
on Atomic Weights. F. W. Clarke. 

Report of the Third International Con- 
gress of Applied Chemistry. H. 
Wiley. 

i Apparatus. J. L. Sammis. 

The Determination of Potash as Per- 
chlorate. F. S. Shiver. 

Use of Compressed Oxygen in Elemen- 
tary Organic Analysis; and of Soda-Lime 
in the Quantitative Determination of Car- 
bon Dioxide. F. G. Benedict and O. F. 
Tower. 

Commercial Iron Silicides, with High 
Percentage of Silicon. G. De Chalmot. 

Glycollic Acid; one of the Acids of 
Sugar Cane. Edmund C. Shorey. 

The Analytical Constants of American 
Linseed Oil. Augustus H. Gill and Au- 
gustus C. Lamb. 

A New Method for the Preparation 
of Caesium. Hugo Erdman and A. E. 
Menke. 

The Absorption of Methane and Ethane 
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by Fuming Sulphuric Acid. R. A. 
Worstall. 

Notes on the Rapid Determination of 
Tungsten in Steel. George Auchy. 

The Determination of Carbon Monox- 
ide, Methane and Hydrogen by Combus- 
tion. L. M. Dennis and C. G. Hopkins. 

Analytical Research on Sod Oil. Eras- 
tus Hopkins, D. L. Coburn and Edward 
Spiller. 

Table of Baume’s Hydrometer, Ameri- 
can Standard. Sidney S. Emery. 

The inversion of Sugar by Salts. L. 


Kahlenberg, D. J. Davis and R. E. 
Fowler. 

The Heat of Bromination Tests for 
Oils. Augustus H. Gill and Israel 
Hatch, Jr. 


A Balance for Use in Courses in Ele- 
mentary Chemistry. C. E. Linebarger. 

Sodium Aluminate as a Means for the 
Removal of Lime and Suspended Matter 


from Waters for Use in Boilers. C. F. 
Maybery and E. R. Baltzley. 
Perhalides of Quinoline. P. F. Trow- 


bridge. 

On the Urea Ethers and Other Deriv- 
atives of Urea. F. B. Dains. 

The Action of Sulphuric Acid on Thy- 
mol. James H. Stebbins. 

The Synthesis of Selenophen. Robert 
E. Lyons. 

After a luncheon provided by the New 
York Section, the party inspected the 
laboratories and buildings of Columbia 
University. ‘At five o’clock the visitors 
proceeded to the College of the City of 
New York, where, after an address by 
Prof. R. Odgen Doremus, Mr. Tripler 
gave an exhibition of the properties of 
liquid air along the lines already familiar 
to our readers.* In the evening the vis- 
itors attended a banquet at the Waldorf- 
Astoria as guests of the New York sec- 
tion, which was presided over by the pres- 
iden: of the Society. 

Toasts were given on the following 
subjects: “The Past Year,” by the retir- 
ing president of the society, Dr. Charles 
E. Munroe; “The Coming Year,” by 
President-elect Pro. Edward W. Morley; 
“Our Higher Education,” by President 
Seth Low of Columbia College; “Our 
Allied Science,” by Gano S. Dunn; “Our 
Youngest Section,” by A. D. Little, Bos- 
ton; “Our Past President,” by Dr. C. F. 
Chandler; “Our Science Taught,” by Dr. 
J. H. Appleton, of Brown University; 
“Our Ablest Friends,” by W. P. Mason, 
Troy; “To Our Guests,” by Dr. H. W. 
Wiley, of the Department of Agricul- 


ture, 

Prof. Edward W. Morley, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, was elected president of the soci- 
ety for the coming year. William Mc- 
Murtie, A. A. Breneman and Durand 
Woodman were elected members at large 
of the council. C. A. Doremus, A. H. 
Sabin, J. B. F. Herresnoff and E. G. 
Love were elected to the council for one 
year as representatives from the New 
York Section. The other officers of the 
society will be elected by the council at 
its meeting in January. 


As Necessary as Implements. 


Enclosed find check for AMERICAN 
Druceist. It is a necessity, as much as 
pharmaceutical implements are a neces- 
sity in a drug store. 

W. M. Van STEENBURGH. 

Red Hook, N. J. 





*See this journal for April 10, 1898. 


SHORTER HOURS AND SUB- 
STITUTION. 


Remington Champions the Retail- 
ers’ Cause. 





It would seem that the retail drug trade 
of New York had to go to Philadelphia 
to find a champion among the leaders in 
pharmacy, for Prof. Joseph P. Remington 
is the first of the teachers who has deemed 
it worth while to refute the attacks on the 
drug trade being made by Thimme 
through the daily press of New York 
city. The following article from the Phil- 
adelphia Ledger should prove interesting 
reading to the retail drug trade of this 
city, who find themselves exposed to the 
merciless and unwarranted attacks of the 
yellow labor organs of this city, with no 
leader to champion their cause outside of 
the pharmaceutical press: 


The agitation that is being made in 
New York by the Druggists’ League for 
Shorter Hours is creating considerable in- 
terest among Philadelphia druggists, as 
similar movements have from time to 
time been started here. The startling state- 
ment made by an officer of the League 
in New York to the effect that many 
deaths are caused yearly in that city by 
mistakes in dispensing drugs, many of 
them made because drug clerks are so 
worn by their work as not to be in pos- 
session of their best faculties, attracted 
much interest yesterday. 

The statement attributed to an officer 
of the League that caused the most em- 
phatic comment was that “upwards of 
100 persons are fatally poisoned in New 
York every year through the practice of 
druggists in substituting one drug for an- 
other, either by mistake or to increase 
profits.” 

“IT am inclined to think,” said Profes- 
sor J. P. Remington, dean of the College 
of Pharmacy, yesterday, “that the state- 
ment is a gross exaggeration. So far as 
Philadelphia is concerned we have very 
few cases of death caused by druggists’ 
mistakes. In the many million prescrip- 
tions put up in Philadelphia in a year how 
many mistakes occur? There are very 
few. When a bad mistake is made it is 
generally known. There are very few that 
are not published. The deaths here re- 
sulting from druggists’ mistakes will not 
average one a year.” 

The statement that “where mistakes are 
made it is found almost invariably that 
they were made by men who were work- 
ing longer time than was proper,” was 
also called in question by Professor Rem- 
ington. “I do not think that the hours of 
a drug clerk, as a rule, are such as to 
make him unfitted for his duties,’ he 
said. “If one-half of what this man says 
were true, the people of all the cities 
would be up in arms. A scare of this 
kind does no good except to frighten 
people. While the hours of drug clerks 
are long, the work is not severe, and there 
are hours when they have absolutely 
nothing to do. A mistake is a mistake, and 
that is all. A man in the drug business 
can make one, just as the man in any 
other business can. My experience leads 
me to think that a mistake is as likely to 
be made in the fresh hours of the morn- 
ing as when a man is tired at night. The 
druggists are as desirous as the clerks for 


shorter hours, but it is absolutely impos- 
sible to regulate the hours at which peo- 
ple are to be taken sick, and druggists 
must keep their stores open. Many of 
the proprietors could not afford to in- 
crease their force of clerks, and the men 
must stay on duty. 

“So far as the substitution for profit of 
one drug for another is concerned, the 
ordinary reputable druggist doesn’t dare 
to do it. No respectable druggist would 
substitute an inferior drug for another. 
The Druggists’ League says, in a vague 
sort of a way, that substitutions of one 
drug for another are made, but, so far as 
I have seen, they do not specify what the 
cases were nor how long a time they ex- 
tended over.” 

A prominent druggist, when asked 
whether the clerks are not compelled to 
work too long hours, said: ‘They don’t 
have any longer hours than the employ- 
ers. There is no doubt that if the men 
were worked hard all the time, their fac- 
ulties would be dulled. But the chances 
are that in the course of the day the 
clerk will get a chance to rest and read 
the newspaper. There are, it is safe to 
say, mistakes made almost every day in 
Philadelphia drug stores, but safeguards 
are put around the compounding of pre- 
scriptions, so that it is rare that a mis- 
take gets outside of the store. After a 
prescription is filled, it is handed to a sec- 
ond clerk, and the compounder must then 
state the drugs he has put into the prep- 
aration. If he cannot do so satisfactorily, 
the compound is thrown away and pre- 
pared over again. This or some other 
method is used in all drug stores to-day, 
so that few mistakes result seriously. 
Cases of death resulting from mistakes of 
druggists could only be ‘hushed up’ by 
collusion. Every case of sudden death 
gets into the hands of the local authori- 
ties, and is pretty thoroughly ventilated. 
We hear of such fatal cases occasionally, 
but not often.” 

Some of the substitutions that it is as- 
serted are made by New York clerks 
were read over, as for instance aceta- 
nilid for phenacetine, morphine for qui- 
nine, chlorate of potash for Rochelle 
salts, saltpetre for Epsom salts, corrosive 
sublimate for calomel, iodine for aletris 
cordial, carbolic acid for alcohol, oxalic 
acid for Epsom salts, arsenic for powder- 
ed sugar, strychnine for valerianate of 
quinine, carbolic acid for boriacic acid, 
laudanum for paregoric. 

Many of these substitutions, the drug- 
gist asserted, would be unlikely. The sub- 
stitution of acetanilid for phenacetine is 
probably made by some druggists, it was 
said, as it costs only about one-fiftieth as 
much as phenacetine and can be used in- 
stead. It was also stated that the sub- 
stitution of sulphate of morphine for sul- 
phate of quinine is the one fatal mistake 
that more frequently happens in drug 
stores than any other. The two drugs 
look alike, and both are much used. It is 
a curious psychological phenomenon, too, 
that the drug clerk sometimes has in 
his mind the more dangerous drug, when 
he should have in mind sulphate of qui- 
nine. Nearly all of the substitutions 
named, the druggist said, would be ex- 
tremely unlikely. ° 


A Thimme Canard. 


Edward Thimme, secretary of the Druggists’ 
League for Shorter Hours, declared that upward 
of one hundred New Yorkers die every year 
from fatal substitutions in prescriptions, and 
that dealers “hush up” many cases by paying 
cash damages.—New Pork Herald. 
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LEGISLATION FOR NEW 
YORK STATE. 


The Legislative Committee of the New 
York State Pharmaceutical Association 
convened at the Kenmore Hotel, Albany, 
on Thursday, December 15, to discuss 
prospective legislation on pharmacy 
during the approaching session of the 
Legislature. The meeting was presided 
over by President Wm. Muir, of the 
State Association, who is Chairman of 
the Committee on Legislation, and a 
member of the New York City Board of 
Pharmacy; R. K. Smither, of the Erie 
County Board of Pharmacy; Dr. A. B. 
Huested, of Albany, of the State Board 
of Pharmacy, and Felix Hirseman, of 
New York city. 

It was agreed that the committee 
should carry out the instructions given 
by the State Association at the Rochester 
meeting and introduce a bill for the uni- 
fication of all of the boards of pharmacy 
in the State. The members from the 
upper portion of the State were desirous 
of introducing a pharmacist-store- 
keeper’s license amendment to the 
Raines law, but final action was not taken 
upon the proposal, the committee decid- 
ing to await developments until after the 
meeting of the Legislature, when if it is 
deemed expedient the law drafted by the 
State Legislative Committee two years 
ago will be introduced giving druggists 
a special storekeeper’s license at a re- 
duced rate. 

The resolutions adopted by the State 
Association in opposition to the Shorter 
Hour bill of the so-called Druggists’ 
League of New York City were con- 
sidered as committing the committee to 
oppose the measure, and should it again 
be introduced the committee will act in 
accordance with the instructions of the 
State Association. 

The State Board of Pharmacy submit- 
ted a number of amendments to the 
present State law, and the committee 
agreed to support these amendments 
should it prove impossible to secure the 
passage of a bill giving a uniform law 
for the entire State. The bill drawn up 
by the State Board embraces a number 
of minor amendments to the present 
State law, which is known officially as 
Chapter 661 of the Laws of 1893. 

The changes proposed in the several 
sections of the law are as follows: 

Section 180—Three instead of five 
pharmacists shall be nominated to the 
Governor from whom to select a mem- 
ber to fill any vacancy on the Board. 

Section 181 provides for remuneration 
for members at $10 per day for time 
actually employed. This is not provided 
for in the by-laws of the Board. 

Section 182—Greater privileges 
granted to assistant pharmacists, 
some ambiguity is done away with. 

Section 183 clears up the law without 
changing the sense materially, and re- 
lieves the Board from bringing action. 

Section 184 changes the section so as 
to do away with any ambiguity, and re- 
quires three instead of two years’ experi- 
ence of assistants. 

Section 186—The fee for assistant phar- 
macist’s license is increased from $3 to 
$5. Provides for annual renewal of all 
licenses, with a fee of $1 

Section 187 curtails the privileges of a 
practitioner of medicine so that he can- 
not evade the spirit of the law. 

Section 188—The words “employes” 
and “physicians” are inserted to cover a 





are 
and 


technical fault in the law. Provides for 
changes which will prevent evasions of 
the law relative to charges of store 
during the absence of the proprietor or 
manager. 

Section 190 provides penalty of $5 for 
failure to display license. 

Section 191 provides the following 
poison law as a substitute for sections 
404 and 405-a of the Penal Code, which 
are repealed by this act: 

“Section 191, poisons, retailing of—It 
shall be unlawful for any person to re- 
tail any poison enumerated in schedules 
A and B as follows, to wit: 

“Schedule A—Arsenic cyanide of po- 
tassium, hydrocyanic acid, cocaine, 
morphine, strychnia, and _ all other 
poisonous vegetable alkaloids, and their 
salts, essential oil of bitter almonds, 
opium and its preparations, except pare- 
goric and such others as contain less 
than two grains of opium to the ounce. 

“Schedule B—Aconite, belladonna, can- 
tharides, colchicum, conium, cotton root, 
digitalis, ergot, hellebore, henbane, phy- 
tolacca, savin, strophanthus, tansy, vera- 
trum viride, and their pharmaceutical 
preparations, arsenical solutions, carbolic 
acid, chloral hydrates, chloroform, corros- 
ive ‘sublimate, creosote, croton oil, min- 
eral acid, oxalic acid, Paris green, salts 
of copper, salts of lead, salts of zinc, 
white hellebore, or any drug, chemical 
or preparation which according to stand- 
ard works on medicine or materia medica 
is liable to be destructive to adult human 
life, in quantities of sixty grains or less, 
without distinctly Jabeling the bottle, 
box, vessel or paper in which the said 
poison is contained, and also the outside 
wrapper or cover with the name of the 
article, the word ‘poison’ and the name 
and place of the seller; nor shall it be 
lawful for any pcrson to sell or deliver 
any poisons enumerated in schedules A 
and B, unless upon due inquiry it be 
found that the purchaser is aware of its 
poisonous character and represents that 
it is to be used for a legitimate purpose. 
Nor shall it be lawful for any person to 
sell any poisons enumerated in schedule 
A, without, before delivering the same to 
the purchaser, causing an entry to be 
made in a book kept for that purpose, 
stating the date of the sale, the name and 
address of the purchaser, the name and 
quantity of the poison sold, the purpose 
for which it is represented by the pur- 
chaser to be required, and the name of 
the dispenser, such book to be always 
open for inspection by the proper au- 
thorities, and to be preserved for refer- 
ence for at least five years. The provis- 
ions of this section shall not apply to the 
dispensing of poisons, in not unusual 
quantities or doses, upon the prescrip- 
tions of practitioners of medicine.” 


OBITUARY NOTES, 


JOHN B. HAMILTON, M.D. 


Dr. John B. Hamilton, widely known to the 
medical profession as editor of the } pny of 
the American Medical Association, died at El- 
gin, Ill., on December 24, 1898, at the age of 
fty-one. 


EDWARD PLUMMER. 


Edward Plummer, a well-known New York 
druggist, died at his home, 355 Warburton ave- 
nue, Yonkers, on Sunday, January ist. He had 
been ill about two weeks. e had carried on the 
drug business at 405 Fifth avenue, this city, for 
the last sixteen years. Mr. Plummer was a 
governor of the Palisade Boat Club, of Yonkers, 
and a member of the New York State Pharma. 
He was forty-two years of 
England. A wife 


ceutical Association. 
age and was born in Leeds, 
and three sons survive him. 
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Charles A. Heinitsh Dead. 


Charles A. Heinitsh, D.Sc., Ph.M., of 
Lancaster, Pa., died at his residence in 
that city on Thursday, December 29, at 
the age of 76, of pneumonia, following 
the grippe. Dr. Heinitsh was one of the 
founders of the Pennsylvania Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, and had been connected 
with the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation since 1857. Dr. Heinitsh was 
highly esteemed wherever known and en- 
joyed the confidence and respect of the 
community in which he resided all his 
life. His drug store was founded in 1782 
by his grandfather and was the oldest in 
the United States that has been continu- 
ously in the same family and name. He 
entered the drug business more than fifty 
years ago, and last June, at the meeting 
of the Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation, he was presented with a gold 
medal commemorative of his fifty years 
as proprietor, by the members of the As- 
sociation. This gift came as a great sur- 








CHARLES A. HEINITSH. 


prise. In 1889 Franklin & Marshall Col- 
lege conferred on him the degree of doc- 
tor of science, and Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy the degree of master of 
pharmacy. Dr. Heinitsh leaves a widow 
to survive him, his only child, a son, 
having died some years ago, in memory 
of whom he has since sustained a mis- 
sion in Africa. 

The funeral services took place from 
his late residence on January 2. The 
body was taken to the Trinity Lutheran 
Church, of which the deceased was a 
member. Interment was made in the fam- 
ily lot in Woodward Hill Cemetery, and 
was strictly private. Among those who 
attended the funeral were Mahlon N. 
Kline, Philadelphia, president of the 
Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion; Joseph L. Lemberger, Lebanon; W. 
L. Cliffe, Philadelphia; Dr. Charles T. 
George, Dr. J. A. Miller, Col. H. C. 
Demming, official stenographer of the 
Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion; Prof. Joseph P. Remington, Phila- 
delphia; J. H. Redsecker, Lebanon; W. 
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S. Thompson, of Washington, D. C., and 
John F. Patton, of York, Pa. 


In 1885 a local newspaper said of Dr. 
Heinitsh’s connection with pharmacy: 
“Like the Steinmanns in hardware and 
the Demuths in tobaccos and snuff, the 
Heinitshes have been in drugs in Lan- 
caster for over a century. Although the 
present representative of the house is not 
the oldest apothecary in the city, no local 
name has been connected with the phar- 
maceutical profession here so long as 
that of his family and none is better 
known the country over nor has any had 
such high honors of the profession paid 
to it as that of the present owner. 

“The appearance of the name in type— 
like that of Kevinski—indicates its Polish 
origin, and the ancestor of the American 
family, Carl Heinrich Heinitzsch, was 
once receiver of duties for the King of 
Poland. One son became mayor of Lut- 
zen and another, after the long appren- 
ticeship which is considered only a proper 
training in Europe for trade, came to the 
United States before the Revolution to try 
his fortunes in the New World. He tar- 
ried very briefly in Philadelphia and came 
to Lancaster where he clerked for a per- 
iod of two years with Paul Zautzinger, 
merchant. In 1782 he established himself 
in the drug business, which has never 
gone down nor passed out of his family. 
It was first located up on East King 
street, next to where Eugene Bauer now 
hands out the flowing beer, and when its 
proprietor died in 1803, with a family of 
young children, it was continued until 
1816, for their benefit by an elder son, 
who then admitted his brother John Fred- 
erick to partnership. Frederick subse- 
quently was for a short time partner with 
Dr. Samuel Humes, but later set up for 
himself and for twenty years had the bus- 
iness alone in the first square of East 
King street. About 1838 the store was 
where Williamson & Foster’s now is; but 
in 1841 he planted it where it now is, ad- 
mitted his son Charles A. to partnership, 
and in 1849 retiring therefrom left the 
young man to the sole proprietorship, in 
which he has ever since continued. The 
elder Heinitsh’s sister was wife of that 
James Smith who founded the drug store 
continued by C. A. Locher.” 


HEBER D. HEINTISH, 


Dr. Heber D. Heintish, of Columbia, S. C., 
died at his home in that place on December 28. 
Dr. Heintish has had charge of a drug store 
in Columbia for twenty-five years, but did not 
practice medicine to any extent. He has been 
in bad health for some time. He was about 47 

ears of age. He leaves a widow and a small 
amily, 

HERMAN M. GARLICHS. 


Herman M. Garlichs, a well-known druggist of 
St. Joseph, Mo., was found dead in his bed on 
Christmas day. Mr. Garlichs was a delegate to 
the St. Louis convention of the National Retail 
Druggists’ Association, and attracted much at- 
tention there. In appearance he was tall and 
spare, and his rather sharp features were ac- 
centuated by his closely-cropped red beard and 
shaven upper lip. 


JONAS GARMAN. 


Jonas Garman, a prominent citizen and recent- 
ly well-known druggist of Lykens, Pa., left 
home on December 27 for Harrisburg to attend 
to business, leaving word with his family that he 
would return home that evening. His wife has 
heard nothing of him since, other than a tele- 
gram from Harrisburg on Tuesday evening, pur- 
agen J to come from him in which it was said 

e missed the train. Not returning home on 
Wednesday or yesterday, the family and friends 
of Mr. Garman became uneasy and have notified 
the authorities in Harrisburg of the affair and 
to be on the lookout for the missing man. Mr. 
Garman is 70 years old, five feet four inches tall 
weighs about 140 poets, has gray whiskers all 
over his face, and when leaving home wore a 
dark suit of clothes. 





| Greater New York. 


News of the Trade in and About the Five Boroughs—Notes of Personal 
Interest—Ckanges and New Stores—Trade Gossip. 


Charles R. Liehman, the popular druggist of 
Eleventh avenue and Fifty-second street, was 
married last month to Miss Austeron, of this 
city. 


_ The Hudnut pharmacy, at 205 Broadway, will, 
it is reported, soon be incorporated, George 
Bancroft relinquishing his interest in the busi- 
ness. 


Arthur C. Gould, formerly of Moseley, Eng- 
land, where he was employed for twelve years in 
the ag me of T. W. Lowther, is a new comer 
in the local trade. 


Dr. Mary H. Eccles, proprietor of the retail 
drug store at the correr of Pacific and Smith 
streets, Brooklyn, has been on the sick list, 
suffering with an attack of the grip. 


Hugo A. Selesky, whose last position in a 
retail store was with C. F,. Winkle, at 310 Gra- 
ham avenue, Brooklyn, has been sick for the 
past three months, but is now convalescent. 


H. E. Vaughan, of Kansas City, Mo., was 
among recent visitors to the New York —_ 
market. He is a well known drug broker an 
represents Magnus & Lauer in the West. 


Members of the class of ’98 of the Brook- 
lyn College of Pharmacy are requested to com- 
municate with their former president, Geo. N. 
ola Ph.G., 764 Manhattan avenue, Brook- 
yn. 

F. E. Smith, proprietor of the Hoffman’s 
Arms pharmacy at the corner of Fifty-ninth 
street and Madison avenue, was made se a 
few weeks ago by the advent into his family of 
a little girl. 


E. Stoffregen, resident partner of the firm of 
Sharp & Dohme, has been ill for a_ couple 
of weeks, but has sufficiently recovered to be 
out of doors, though he has not yet resumed 
his duties. 


Charles Valerius, has resigned his position at 
Robert C. Kraft’s pharmacy, on Willis avenue, 
corner of 141st street, New York City, and ac- 


cepted a position as prescriptionist at the drug 
store of Hegeman & Co., 196 Broadway, this 
city. 


Dr. Charles Rice, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Revision of the S. Pharmacopoeia, 
and chemist and chief apothecary of the De- 
partment of Charities of New ork city, is 
among the sufferers from the grip. At last re- 
ports he was convalescing. 


Reeder ‘Brothers, 460 Fourth avenue, have se- 
cured the appointment as medical purveyors to 
the United States Army Department of the East, 
supplying the officers of the regular army and 
the United States Volunteers with medicines on 
prescriptions of army surgeons. 


The announcement of the engagement of Miss 
Georgie E. Burns, of this city, to Edson East- 
man, of Whitefield, N. H., has been made. 
Miss Burns was for some time connected with 
the firm of R. H. Luthin, the Bowery druggist, 
and is now with the American Investors Co. 


(Charles E. Mooers, for the past eighteen 
months one of the New York City representa- 
tives of the wholesale drug house of Lehn & 
Fink, resigned his position, on the first of the 
year, and has gone to Los ‘Angeles, Cal., where 
he will become interested with his brother in 
some mining property. 


Edward O. Francke, N. Y. C. P., 97, for- 
merly with Roediger Brothers, Lexington ave- 
nue, corner of Seventy-first street, and more re- 
cently clerking at William Huether’s pharmacy, 
at the corner of Lexington avenue and 16th 
street, is now in the employ of Munsch, Protz- 
mann .» pharmacists, on Sixth avenue and 
Thirty-ninth street, this city. 


Chas. H. Bjorkwall, who has a wide circle of 
acquaintances among the alumni of the New 
York College of Pharmacy from his office as 








registrar, leaves his position on the editorial 
staff of the Druggists’ Circular this month to 
take up an enterprise foreign to the drug trade, 
the details of which have not materialized suf- 
st to permit him to speak of them in 
etail. 


, The Chemists’ Club of New York City has been 
incorporated to promote the interests of chem- 
ists and those interested in the science and ap- 
plication of von ga Directors, Charles 
Chandler, Edward R. Squibb, Thomas J. Parker, 
Marston Taylor Bogert, Charles F. McKenna, 
Abram A, Season, - H. Wainwright, James 
Hartford, Charles A. Doremus, William McMar- 
tin and Edward G. Johnson. 


Eustace H. Gane, of the chemical staff of Mc- 
Kesson & Robbins, was elected a member of the 
College of Pharmacy of the City of New York, 
at the last monthly meeting of the Board of 
Trustees. Mr. Gane once wrote a paper which 
contained some réflections on the local associa- 
tion of German apothecaries, and some opposi- 
tion to his election was expected from that 
source, but if any developed, it was insufficient 
to bar him out. 


The “Astor House” pharmacy has secured the 
northernmost corner store in the immense 
twenty-nine-story Ivins Syndicate building, now 
nearing completion on Park Row, opposite the 
Astor House. The new quarters will provide 
ample room, the lack of which has long _re- 
tarded the development and growth of the phar- 
macy in the old store. Mr. Hennesy, the man- 
ager of the store, is jubilant over the prospect, 
and promises great things. 


ALUMNI NOTES. 


The Alumni Association of the College of 
Pharmacy of the City of New York will give a 
reception at the College on Wednesday even- 
ing, January 18th, to which all members of the 
Alumni Association and their friends are in- 
vited. Dancing will be a feature of the even- 
ing’s entertainment. The annual (ball of the As- 
sociation will take place a week later, on Jan- 
uary 25th. This is always well attended, and 
is a notable event in local pharmaceutical cir- 
cles. The chairman of the committee of ar- 
rangements is Charles S. Erb, 121 Amsterdam 
avenue, who has spared no effort to assure the 
success of the ball. The music for this occasion 
will be supplied by a special orchestra. 


GEO. B. WRAY FILES A PETITION IN BANKRUPTCY. 


On December 30th Geo. B. Wray, head of the 
Geo. B. Wray Drug co. To, MS 
filed a petition in bankruptcy, with liabilitie 
of $7376 and assets, $465, of which $150 is 
claimed as exempt. The assets consjst of wear- 
ing apparel, library, shotgun, bicycle, desk, 
camera and stereopticon; also two lots at Low- 
erre, held by him as tenant in common, valued 
at $1,400, and mortgaged for $1,400. Of the lia- 
bilities, $17,178 are unsecured, $15,250 secured, 
$22,232 in notes, $1,416 in judgments and 
$22,300 liability on bond and mortgage signed by 
him for. money loaned to his wife. The bonds 
and mortgages are held by the Yonkers Savings 
Bank, $6,500: John E. Andrews. $6,000; Bell 
Brothers, $6,000, and Louis E. Holden, $3,800. 
The Citizens’ Bank of Yonkers is a creditor for 
$11,150, secured by shares of stock of the George 
B. Wray Drug Company, Palisade Boat, Club 
and the City Club. He owes Tarrant & Co., of 
this city, $11,283. and the First National Bank 
of Yonkers, $7,975. 





Board of Pharmacy Notes. 


The following candidates passed a successful 
examination at the December meeting of the 
Board of Pharmacy of the City of New York: 
Carl J. Ericson, Charles Horn, Chas. _ Keller, 
Geo. A. Gortikov, Ernest Werneburgh, John ©. 
Dalton, Joseph Friend, John Garveson, Henry 
Glassman, Gustave Horstman, Bernard Mislig, 
Louis Romanoff, Gesualdo Searpelli, Morris 
Weschner, Wm. Whitehead and Herbert A. 
Willmott. 
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-' Several pharmacists have been prosecuted 
lately by the Board and fined in Special Sessions 
for having permitted unregistered clerks to com- 
pound prescriptions. 


CERTIFICATES AWAITING OWNERS, 


The secretary reports that certificates of regis- 
tration await the following persons: W. H. Al- 
berts, Adolph Ammon, Charles J. Allen, Eman- 
uel Beitman, David Ballingal, Adolph Bayer, Jr., 
William L. Becker, Abel Braslau, O. H. Ban- 
croft, John H. Blake, Robert F. Collins, Sam. 
Cohn, M. Dresher, M.D.; George M. Eberle, 
Herman J. R. Feder, William H. Flynn, George 
J. Gorman, M.D., Harry S. Hardy, Homer H. 
Howgate, Ludwig Herr, Otto H. Hueffmeyer, 
Joseph Huntington, Thomas B. Hughes James 
M. Horner, John J. Kalisher, Ignatz Kaufmann, 
H. M. S. King, M.D., Richard Krause,» Theo- 
dore Kuttner, Walter Lehman, Bernhard Lie- 
bich, Charles J. Lapp, Robert P. Leslie, Michael 
F, McGrath, M.D., Charles E. Meyncke, James 
McDermott, John F McLaughlin, Willette Mils- 
paugh, Jacob C. Michael, Charles Marsh, 
William A. Neill, Frank ‘a Oakley, Haim Orn- 
stein, Charles Roenbeck, Leo Ratner, Frank W. 
Reeve, Charles A. Ritz, Charles R. Scattergood, 
Frederich Sutheim, Harry D. Shipman, Charles 
L. Stevens, Henry G. Steinheuer, Charles M. 
Tobine, J. Horton Uhle, Ludwig P. O. Wolfert, 
Le Roy Washburn, August A. Wassersheid, 
Egon C. B. Wernicke, Richard J. Wenzel, Gus- 
tav A. Wildman, George F. Williams, John HH. 
Zipp. 

The secretary of the Board can be communi- 
cated with at his office at the New York Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, 115 West Sixty-eighth street. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
PHARMACY LAW OF THE 
CITY OF NEW YORK. 





‘Amendments to the pharmacy chapter 
of the charter of the City of New York 
will be asked for by the members of the 
local Board of Pharmacy and the several 
organized associations of pharmacy with- 
in the limits of the city, during the sit- 
ting of the present Legislature,as follows: 

Section 1510 is amended to provide that 
no person unless a registered pharmacist 
shall be allowed to prepare or dispense a 
medical prescription or physician’s pre- 
scription or sell at retail poisons or medi- 
cines, or have charge of or supervise any 
pharmacy. 

_ Section 1511 will require applicants for 
licenses or certificates of registration to 
furnish proof by affidavit or otherwise to 
the satisfaction of the board that for at 
least ninety consecutive days immediately 
preceding the presentation thereof, the 
applicant has actually practiced pharmacy 
under the license presented in the county 
or district for which the Board of Phar- 
macy which issued such license is created. 

Section 1512 will define graduates of 
pharmacy to be persons who have had 
four years’ experience in stores where 
prescriptions of medical practitioners 
have been compounded, and who have 
obtained a diploma from any college of 
pharmacy within the State of New York. 
The diplomas of foreign institutions, in- 
cluding American institutions outside of 
the State of New York, will not be ac- 
cepted as certificates of competency and 
qualification if this amended section be- 
comes law, as the parts relating to this 
in the old law are deleted from the 
amended law. 

Increased power is given to the board 
in an amendment to section 1513, which 
requires them to “investigate all com- 
plaints of disregard of, non-compliance 
with, or violation of any provision of the 
pharmacy act, or of any other statute 
regulating the dispensing or sale of 


drugs, medicines or poisons or the prac- 
tice of pharmacy in the City of New 
York as constituted by this act, and to 
take and hear testimony with reference 


thereto and to prosecute the same.” The 
license fee is raised to $10. The inspec- 
tion of pharmacies with a view to the 
prevention of the substitution for any 
drug or ingredient in a physician’s pre- 
scription of some other drug is provided 
for in this amendment and the board will 
be given power to revoke the offender’s 
license after a hearing. Inspectors of 
pharmacy are provided for and the com- 
pensation of such inspectors and pay of 
same will be fixed by the board. 

Under another amendment to the same 
section the board will be enabled to make 
such rules as may be necessary for the 
further regulation of the practice of phar- 
macy in the city of New York, and to 
add to or amend said rules. The board 
under another amendment ‘“‘shall be 
deemed to be a board within the mean- 
ing of sections 843 and 854 of the Code 
of Civil Procedure.” 

The re-registration of licensed pharma- 
cists is provided for in an amendment to 
section 1514, and all pharmacists doing 
business in New York City are required 
to register within {%) days after January 
1, 1901, and again within 90 days after the 
first day of January in every third year 
thereafter. The fee for re-registration is 
placed at $2. 

An amendment to section 1515 provides 
that every individual co-partnership or 
corporation being the proprietor or pro- 
prietors of a pharmacy or store for retail- 
ing, compounding or dispensing drugs, 
medicines or poisons shall cause the act- 
ual name of such proprietor or proprie- 
tors to be displayed upon a sign which 
shall be kept conspicuously placed upon 
the exterior of the premises where such 
pharmacy or store is conducted. The 
name or names so displayed upon the 
sign shall be followed by the word “pro- 
prietor” or “propriciors,” as the case may 
be, and shall be deemed presumptive evi- 
dence of ownership of such pharmacy or 
store. 

The prevention of adulteration of drugs, 
chemicals or medical preparations is cov- 
ered in another amendment, providing 
that all who knowingly, intentionally and 
fraudulently adulterate or cause to be 
adulterated the drugs, chemicals or medi- 
cines they may sell or dispense, with the 
exception of those sold in the original 
packages, and every proprietor whose 
name does not appear upon the sign 
above referred to, and every holder of a 
license or certificate of registration who 
fails to display the same as above pro- 
vided shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, shall be fined $50, or sixty days’ 
imprisonment, and his license shall be re- 
voked and his name stricken from the 
register without further hearing. 

A number of amendments to section 
1518 relate to the dispensing of pre- 
scriptions in the pharmacy of a registered 
pharmacist by unregistered persons ‘and 
the sale at retail of poisons or medi- 
cines by unregistered persons except un- 
der the immediate supervision of a regis- 
tered pharmacist and provide that such 
shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor and punished by fine and im- 
prisonment and all fines imposed and 
collected shall be paid to the Board 
of Pharmacy, to be distributed in accord- 
ance with the provisions of an amend- 
ment to the succeeding section, which di- 
rects that three-fifths of every penalty 
recovered and of every fine paid shall be 
paid to the colleges of pharmacy of New 
York and Brooklyn under the old ar- 
rangement of three-fifths to the former in- 
stitution and two-fifths to the latter. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Grip Makes Business Brisk in 
Buffalo. 


BurFaLo, Jan. 5.—The drug business 
has improved very materially of late, 
mainly on account of the prevalence of 
grip. Buffalo has not as a rule taken 
the disease in a violent form, and many 
who complain that their “cold” is of a 
character not to be taken for the ordi- 
nary article are out much as usual. Pre- 
scription orders have fully doubled of late, 
and as there are said to be about 
25,000 cases of grip in the city the trade 
will last indefinitely. As a rule, it may 
be said that all sorts of medicine are taken 
for the disease. The list includes quinine, 
phenacetine and that class of drugs gen- 
erally. 





Smallpox. 


Then there is a steady call for vaccine 
virus on account of the prevalence of 
smallpox in the towns about us. Just as 
the towns up the shore of Lake Erie 
have succeeded in stamping it out there 
is an outbreak of it in LeRoy which is 
very serious, and the town is at pres- 
ent quarantined, and other towns are 
quarantining against LeRoy. The cases 
at first were so mild that the local doc- 
tors called it chicken pox and it took an 
expert to make it out. Schools and 
churches are closed for the present. Buf- 
falo has reason for congratulation that it 
has not developed a single case of small- 
pox during the whole year of its out- 
break through Western New York. It 
all appears to have been derived from 
the Joshua Simpkins Dramatic Company 
that finished its career in quarantine on 
a steamboat on Seneca Lake. Before it 
was known that the company had the 
disease it had sowed it far and wide. 
The difficulty has been on account of the 
mildness of the attacks, scarcely any one 
dying of it. 


Exit Niagara Pharmacal Co. 


The Niagara Pharmacal Company has 
concluded to go out of business. It ap- 
pears not to have caught the favor of 
the trade as was expected, and it is re- 
ported that its assets are about $3,000 
less than its liabilities, so the manage- 
ment, seeing no immediate prospect of 
improvement, ordered a halt. It is said 
that the principal members of the man- 
agement, C. O. Rano and Dr. H. P. 
Hayes, lost considerably in the venture. 
It was the plan to manufacture articles 
most needed by doctors and cater di- 
rectly to that trade. But the doctors 
did not appear to need the company. 


NEWS NOTES OF BUFFALO. 


J. A. Lockie, of the County Board of Phar- 
macy, who lately underwent an operation for 
appendicitis, reports that he never felt better. 
le is still maintaining considerable caution, 
however. 


Dr. E. H. Long is preparing a paper on a 
pharmacal subject to be read before the Buffalo 
College of Medicine next month. It will be 
discussed by three druggists and three doctors 
selected for the purpose. 


The distilled and mineral water concerns are 
driving a big business in Buffalo this windy 
fall and winter. The lake water is sometimes 
very roily, and though the impurity is little more 
than sand, it is not very palatable at times. 


New drug stores still develop. Denis Cogan 
is about to open one on the west side in the 
Grant street and Military road district. Peter 
Kreuz, formerly manager of the Darlington store 
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on Clinton street, has opened a new store in 
that vicinity. He is of the class of ’97, B. C. P., 
and has engaged E. T. Frane, of the same class, 
as manager. 


Prosperity in Rochester. 


RocHEstTER, Jan. 5.—The year which 
has just closed has been one of general 
prosperity in nearly all business circles, 
and the druggists have had their share ot 
success. That the success of any line of 
business is determined largely by that of 
all in general, has been clearly demon- 
strated during the past year. With the 
slight advance in the cut-rate prices of 
proprietary articles, together with quite a 
notable increase in the volume of busi- 
ness, the druggists are experiencing a 
keen sense of satisfaction in leaving the 
old year and entering upon a new one, 
which promises a larger amount of busi- 
ness and better prices. 

; A Fortnight of Grip. 

The grip, whose advent was heralded 
some weeks ago in the Eastern cities, has 
moved Westward, at least as far as Roch- 
ester. About a fortnight ago, the first 
cases of this malady were reported by the 
local physicians, several of whom said 
they did not believe it would prevail gen- 
erally. However, it has steadily increased, 
until now it looks as though we may have 
an epidemic of grip. Four prominent 
pharmacists have already succumbed to 
this dreaded disease. They are Lemuel 
C. Paine, senior member of the Paine 
Drug Co.; Curtis H. Haskin, prescrip- 
tion clerk for Jacob K. Post & Co.; Wil- 
let E. Post, of the same firm, and J. R. 
Strassenburgh, the West avenue pharma- 


cist. All are convalescing and will most 
likely be able to attend to business 
shortly. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


The Druggists’ Association Hear 
About Jamaica. 


Boston, Jan. 5.—The December meet- 
ing of the Boston Druggists’ Association 
was held on the evening of the 20th at 
Young’s Hotel. The guests were Samuel 
B. H. Bravo, Samuel Creech, Prof. Wil- 
bur L. Scoville and A. C. Robertson. 
Mr. Bravo spoke upon Jamaica. He is a 
native of that island, and his address was 
a continuation of that delivered at the 
October meeting. He was followed by 
Mr. Creech, who took for his topic 
“Some of the conditions now existing in 
this country.” 

Mr. Cobb, for the Committee on 
Amendment of By-laws, proposed some 
changes, which will be considered at the 
February meeting. 

President Ingraham appointed the fol- 
lowing Committee on Nomination of 
officers: Reuben L. Richardson, Amos 
K. Tilden and Joel S. Orne. The Com- 
mittee on Annual Dinner consists of 
George H. Ingraham, Thomas L. Jenks 
and James O. Jordan. ‘he dinner will 
take place at Young’s Hotel on the even- 
ing of the 24th. 


The Low Art Tile Co.’s Affairs. 


The Low Art Tile Company bids fair 
to recover from its present depression, 
and will probably before long again be 
on the list of flourishing business houses. 
It is proposed, however, to continue the 
business only in the branch of manufac- 
turing tiles, and discontinuing the soda 
fountain department. The policy of the 


company to its creditors has been ex- 
tremely fair and courteous; no formal 
meeting has been thought necessary. 
The assets cover the liabilities, said to 
amount to about $120,000, and, as John 
G. Low, president of the corporation, 
and his sons are creditors to the largest 
amount, a satisfactory settlement is as- 
sured. 


BOSTON DOINGS. 


The Board of Police granted 242 sixth-class li- 
censes last year. 


At the last session of the insolvency court, 
John W. Palmer, of 621 Shawmut avenue, was 
granted a discharge. 


Lewis & Co., of Portland street, are making 
extensive alterations and have awarded the work 
to C. P. Whittle & Co. 


H. J. Vargas, of 71 Falmouth street, is about 
to start on a trip to California, and expects to 
be gone about two months. 


The trial of Arthur Hagan and John Chance 
for the murder of Drug Clerk Russel will take 
place the last of this month. 


The Mallinckrodt Chemical Company, of St. 
Louis, has contributed a case of chemicals to 
the Department of General Chemistry, M. C. P. 


C. P. Whittle & Co., of this city, have secured 
the contract for fitting up the new store of E. 
B. Mann & Co., Woodsville, N. H. The new 
fixtures are to be of quartered oak. Mann 
Co. were recently burned out. 


Since the opening of the new South Station, 
the Walker-Rintels Drug Company, which has 
a finely equipped store on Summer street, nearly 
opposite the structure, has been keeping open all 
night. 


The Eye and Ear Infirmary is erecting a new 
building on Charles street. C. P. Whittle & 
Co. are at work on the fixtures for the dispen- 
sary. The fittings have been skillfully planned 
for the especial line of work for which they are 
intended. 


President Huggan, of the city school board is 
the proprietor of an East Boston pharmacy. He 
has presided over the doings of the school board 
fé6r some time, and at the last meeting of this 
organization was the recipient of a vote of thanks 
for the able and impartial manner with which he 
had presided. 


MASSACHUSETTS MATTERS. 


J. W.. Baird, ‘M.D., Dean of the M. C. P., 
spent his Christmas holidays among the hiils 
of the Granite State. 


W. A. Erskine, of Pittsfield, is enlarging 
his business, and bids fair to show a fine estab- 
lishment, when alterations are complete. 


Thomas Burke’s pharmacy, at Marlboro, has 
been entirely renovated since the fire, and many 
new fixtures and furniture additions have made 
the store very attractive. 


Ernst G. W. Kraushaar, M. C. P., °84, is 
the proprietor of a flourishing pharmacy on 
Minden street, opposite Gay Head street, Rox- 
bury. It is one of the finest appointed stores in 
that section. One of his clerks is A. H. Ack- 
ermann, a student at the M. C. P. 


Edward P. Worth, Ph.G., Instructor in Gen- 
eral Chemistry, M. C. P., spent part of Christ- 
mas week at his home, in Edgartown. Mr. 
Worth is an expert with the gun, and he works 
great havoc among the feathered tribe when he 
has an opportunity to enjoy his favorite pas- 
time. 


One of Haverhill’s well-known drug clerks, 
Charles T. Talbot, has died most unexpectedly. 
He was but thirty years old, and since he ceased 
attendance at school has been associated with 
his father in the drug business. He was very 
popular and competent, and his death is re- 
gretted by all. 


The laboratory of C. I. Hood & Co., of Low- 
ell, was the scene of great enjoyment at the 
‘Christmas season. A large party gathered in 
response to the promise of é I. Hood & Co. 
to make a Christmas gift of a war game to all 
who presented coupons which the firm had pre- 
viously sent to every house in town. The dis- 
tribution was conducted with holiday adorn- 
ments, evergreens, flags and electrical display, 
and over 10,000 games were thus disposed of, 
and a feast of fun for the children of the town. 


_ The 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Close of a Good Year's Business. 





Opinion of the Attorney-General 


Discussed. 

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 5.—The new year 
starts out well for the retail druggist in 
this city, for it is an ill wind that blows 
no good, and the amount of sickness in 
this city is proving a harvest for the pre- 
scription druggist. There is hardly a 
drug store here that hasn’t during the 
past month showed a large increase in 
business, and as most of it has been in 
prescriptions the net earnings are corre- 
spondingly large. The average retailer, 
however, is very guarded in his remarks, 
and there are very few optimistic 
prophets among them. 

While the retail druggist has seen good 
times and is looking for better ones the 
wholesale druggist is not quite so jubi- 
lant. Smith, Kline & French Co. report 
a large business for the year, and state 
the sales have been enormous and the 
greatest in the history of the house, but 
as to the profits nothing could be said as 
a statement had not been prepared. 


The Business for the Past Year. 


C. F. Shoemaker, of Shoemaker & 
Busch, and President of the Philadelphia 
Drug Exchange, when seen in reference 
to the business for the past year, said: 


I do not consider that the results of the past 
business year are likely to be a source of con- 
gratulation to wholesale druggists in the East. 
During the month of December business was 
tolerably good, owing to the prevailing epidemic 
of grip. In March last husiness was also pretty 
fair, but during the rest of the year it has becn 
quiet. 

In the Western territory conditions are differ- 
ent. The crops during the last few years have 
been exceptionally good and prices exceptionally 
high. Money has_ been abundant in the terri- 
7, thus favored and trade correspondingly 

ood. 

"7 believe that we are on the eve of an era 
of great national prosperity, based mo ag dl upon 
our increased exports of manufactured articles. 
The records of actual transactions in iron and 
steel during the last two months read more like 
a fairy story than statements of business facts. 
I think it likely, however, that the apparent 
prosperity thus shown will be slow in reaching 
the raioie | merchant, and likewise disappointing 
to him in its result for two reasons. 

First. During the last six years of business 
depression the wage earners in large manufac- 
tories, notably those of iron and steel, have 


had their compensations eae reduced. 
It is to a great extent y such means 
as this that our manufacturers have been 


enabled to reach a considerable share of saoenge 
business. This reduction in wages naturally 
largely reduces the amount which the men have 
to spend beyond the absolute necessitjes of life. 
In ie second place, I believe that the enforced 
economies which they have been compelled to 
practice during the last six years have had their 
effect upon them. In other words, with a large 
amount of work being done in the factories of 
the country, the operators have less money to 
spend and less disposition to spend it than for- 
merly, and this naturally has its influence on all 
lines of trade. All business is being done on a 
smaller margin than ever before. rofits must 
be looked for chiefly in economical methods 
and wise business management, and the careful 
merchant is the one who in the future will base 
his action upon these lines. 


The Attorney-General’s Opinion. 

The decision of Assistant Attorney- 
General Boyd in reference to the phar- 
maceutical manufacturers’ products has 
provoked considerable favorable com- 
ment in drug circles. M. N. Kline was 
quite a factor in presenting arguments 
before the Internal Revenue Commis- 
sioner, and when seen concerning this 
decision said: 

“T am very much gratified to note 
that the Hon. James E. Boyd, Assistant 
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Attorney-General, has rendered a decis- 
ion upholding practically the view of the 
committee representing the pharmaceu- 
tical manufacturers of this country pre- 
sented to the Internal Revenue Commis- 
sioner at the hearing last summer, viz.: 
that pharmaceutical preparations, such 
as fluid extracts, pills, &c., bearing on 
their labels such names as ‘anti-dyspep- 
tic’ or ‘neuralgic,’ but not making any 
special claims either of proprietorship or 
superiority, are exempt from the stamp 
tax under the war revenue measure. 

“This decision is certainly in my opin- 
ion in accordance with the intentions of 
the framers of the law, and also, it seems 
to me, in accordance with the common- 
sense construction of the same. 

“It is exceedingly unfortunate that the 
Internal Revenue Commissioner did not 
at that time comply with the request of 
the committee, as it has put the manu- 
facturers and retail druggists to an im- 
mense amount af trouble and expense 
to get a ruling, which it appears to me 
might have safely been made by the 
Commissioner in justice to the manufac- 
turers and retail druggists of this coun- 
try.” 


The Local Organization. 


The retail druggists who are organiz- 
ing a local association to co-operate with 
the N. A. R. D. have not met with the 
quick response to their invitations they 
had hoped for. There are nearly 900 
druggists in this city, and while three 
meetings have been held not over fifty 
druggists have attended any one meeting. 
A number of the retail druggists have 
been seen, and they have spoken favor- 
ably of the new association, but stated 
that they forgot all about the meeting. 
It is now proposed to take up the matter 
of securing members in a_ systematic 
manner, and every druggist in the city 
is to be visited, and he is to be induced 
to become a member. 

Considerable progress has been made, 
and at the last meeting the reports were 
quite favorable. The only drawback is 
lack of attention by the retailers, and 
when they fairly understand the scope 
of the new association there is little doubt 
but that they will unite with those who 
have already become members. 


PHILADELPHIA NOTES. 


Daniel ‘Chew, of this city, is about again, after 
having had a siege of the grip. 


A. T.‘Pollard, of Eleventh and Locust, has been 
confined to bed by a severe attack of the grip. 


William B. Burk, the leading sponge importer 
and dealer of this city, is confined to his home 
with a severe cold. 


George M. Beringer, of Camden, N. J., has re- 
modeled his store, bought a new fountain and 
made many large improvements. 


F. M. Apple, Seventeenth and York, has re- 
turned from Stroudsburg much improved in 
health, whither he went to recuperate. 


_The business of manufacturing toilet prepara- 
tions heretofore conducted by Henry Tetlow, was 
on January 2d transferred by him to his son, 
Joseph Tetlow, who will continue the business 
under the trade name of Henry Tetlow. 


On January 1st the firm of Miller & Lambert, 
wholesale druggists, was dissolved by the with- 
drawal of Wm. J. Miller. Oliver E. Lambert, 
the other member of the firm, will continue the 
business, and he has associated with him James 
C. Kirk, trading under the name of Lambert & 
Kirk. The business has been removed from 509 
Market street to 41 North Third street. 


Philadelphia has a world-wide reputation for 
being the or city in matters pharmaceuti- 
eal, and is one of the only two cities which sup- 


rt two colleges of pharmacy, and now rumor 
as it that we are to have another—the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania is contemplating establish- 
ing such a department, and the reputation of that 
institution is sufficient guarantee that it will be 
well equipped for the work. 


On December 23d William H. Watkins, a well- 
known druggist of Germantown, died at his resi- 
dence on Main street from a complication of dis- 
eases and old age. Mr. Watkins was eighty-six 
years old and for more than half a century 
was engaged in the drug business in this city. 
He was born here and was a descendant from a 
French Huguenot family who emigrated about 
the end of the last century to New York. He 
leaves one son. 


The retail stores which were decorated and ar- 
ranged to show off the Christmas novelties are 
now undressed and nothing but the usual goods 
kept by retail druggists are on exhibition. Ow- 
ing to the inclement days prior to Christmas, the 
drug stores did a better business in the sale of 
goods that are only handled by them on this 
occasion. Many people were deterred from go- 
ing to the business section of the city, and 
the neighboring druggist reaped the benefit. 


OHIO. 


All Quiet Along the Ohio. 


FARMERS TO GUARANTEE PURITY 
OF THEIR OWN PRODUCTS. 











Grip Prevalent. 


CINCINNATI, Jan. 5.—With the new 
year was promised some sort of crusade 
by the Dairy and Food Commission 
which had caused local brewers more or 
less anxiety. Thus far, however, nothing 
has been done that would tend to show 
that local producers of beer have any- 
thing to fear from Mr. Blackburn and 
his many assistants. That samples of 
beer were collected some time ago is con- 
ceded, but the department has evidently 
been too busy to analyze them or the 
powers that be have been called off. In- 
vidious persons have said that the 
brewers are too powerful politically to 
be subjected to any annoyance by Mr. 
Blackburn’s department. Whether there 
is any foundation for such a statement 
will doubtless be known before long. 


The Honest Farmer. 


Anent the pure food laws, it must be 
said that the most extraordinary laxity ex- 
ists in the Vinegar law of this State 
passed last April. Section 4 of the law 
constitutes “farmers” judges of their own 
honesty in the matter of vinegar manu- 
facture, It states that when a farmer 
making twenty-five barrels or less per 
annum shall brand such barrels “do- 
mestic cider vinegar,” with name and 
date of manufacture, such branding “shall 
be sufficient guarantee of its purity.” The 
Dairy and Food Commissioner in his 
September bulletin calls the attention of 
farmers to this fact, stating that they can 
now sell their vinegar without its being 
analyzed. This teaches us that honesty 
is only cultivated in the cow counties; 
ergo, that the “farmer” has only to say 
that he is honest, but that all others must 
furnish proof. This section of the law 
has caused no end of comment among 
manufacturers and tradesmen who have 
felt the sting of the pure food laws when 
they were unable to protect themselves. 
Tillers of the soil may be more honest 
than any other class of citizens, but there 
are those whom it will be hard to con- 
vince that such is true. This is not in- 


tended as a disparagement of the farmer, 
but there are black sheep in all flocks, 


and the time-honored axiom applies to 
farmers as well as to other classes of 
citizens. 

Grip No Respecter of Druggists. 

No less than twenty prominent retail 
druggists of Cincinnati are confined to 
their homes with the grip. Probably 
twice as many clerks are laid up, and all 
in all the dread disease is playing havoc 
in this neck of the woods. A local after- 
noon paper published a prescription for 
the grip, and, as they say on the race 
track, “it is being backed off the boards.” 
The prescription consists of phenacetine, 
salol and salicylate of quinine. As soon 
as Cora Dow saw the prescription printed 
in the paper she at once advertised that 
it could be obtained at any of her four 
stores for twenty-five cents, and the Dow 
pharmacies have been doing a land office 
business ever since. Three of Miss Dow’s 
clerks were stricken with the grip, and 
she is now filling the prescription her- 
self in many instances. The physicians 
are somewhat displeased over the publi- 
cation of the prescription, which is for 
twenty pills, as they claim that it xnocks 
them out of considerable pusiness, and 
they cannot be blamed for registering a 
protest. The doctor who gave the pre- 
scription to the paper either has a com- 
petence or does not care to practice. 
That the prescription, which is made into 
twenty pills, is a specific is shown by the 
fact that many have been restored to their 
normal condition by using it. From the 
above it should not be understood that 
no stores save those of Miss Dow are 
filling the prescription, for others in 
various portions of the city have filled a 
number of them. 


Oil Boom at Scio. 


Prof. J. H. Beal of Scio writes: “Just 
now we are undergoing the agony of an 
oil boom, an extensive deposit of very 
high grade petroleum having been found 
underlying our town and vicinity. I am 
mixed up with several of the companies 
who are operating here, and as a conse- 
quence have my labors greatly added to. 


CINCINNATI NEWS. 


Matt Yorston now visits his store occasionally. 


N. Ashley Lloyd spent last week in Chicago 
on business. 


Ed. Dehner has left the road and is again at 
Weatherhead’s. 


Opinion is that Frank Freericks will make a 
successful attorney. 


G. P. Taylor, of Wilmington, recently inher- 
ited considerable property. 


George Kylius gave away pretty calendars for 
Christmas and New Years. 


G. R. Kemper, a popular druggist of Osgood, 
Ind., was a recent visitor. 


D. B. Mory, Jr., formerly of Wilmington, is 
now located at Centerville, O. 


Cora Dow gave her friends handsome calendars 
that cost her forty cents apiece. 


William F. Knoomiller has bought out the 
Freericks pharmacy. He will continue to run 
his West End store. 


Dr. Este Weatherhead wants to be appointed 
resident 5 en at the hospital. The appoint- 
ment will be made soon. 


Michael Doyle, who for over twenty years was 
porter for Weatherhead, has resigned his posi- 
tion on account of ill health. 


George Guese has sold his store at Williams- 
burg, Ky., to W. T. Elrod. Guese will devote 
his time in the future to real estate. 
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E. F. Cantler, of Winchester, and H. P. Van 
Deren, of Cynthiana, Ky., were recent visitors 
to Cincinnati. Both bought lots of goods. 


H. J. Schulte, formerly a well-known druggist, 
has been acquitted of the charge of being ac- 
cessory in the downfall of a building association. 


John Keeshan has moved his soda fountain to 
the centre of his store at Sixth and Walnut 
streets. The appearance of the store is thus im- 
proved. 


Joseph Sands, a_ well-known local druggist, 
who recently shot himself with suicidal intent, is 
still confined to the strong ward at the City 
Hospital. 


C. N. Peters, of Milan; J. A. Spencer, of Ver- 
sailles; W. Ewing, of Dillsboro, and O. W. 
Wolcott, of Patrick, Ind., were recent visitors 
from the Hoosier State. 


C. George Budde, the genial manager of the 
sundry department for the Stein-Vogeler Com- 
pany, recently had his overcoat stolen from a 
pew in St. Joseph’s church. 


Fred Simmerman has succeeded to the busi- 
ness of A. Carver Company at Felicity, O., 
and French & Kelly is a new firm at Yosemite, 
Ky. The last named firm has opened a swell 
pharmacy. 


S. P. Campbell, a well-known druggist, has 
opened a new store at Williamsburg, Ky. The 
store is fitted up in hard wood and is one of the 
handsomest in Central Kentucky. Campbell 
bought ‘his store in this city. 


W._R. Fee, of Milford; William Howe, of 
Hamilton; Charles J. Kelly, of Middletown; C. 
. Cunningham, of Xenia; A. H. Bennett, of 
Mason, and "o: Love, of Moscow, were recent 
Buckeye visitors to the city. 


_A fire, probably due to spontaneous combus- 
tion, caused $25 damage in Gray’s drug 
store at Fifth and Main streets, the other morn- 
ing at 3.45. The firemen and salvage corps did 
good work in extinguishing the fire. 


Werner & Simonson have one of the best- 
equipped laboratories in the West at 126 West 
Ninth street, This well-known firm of analytical 
chemists have as much work as they can do. A 
stomach supposed to contain poison is now un- 
dergoing examination. 


Dairy and Food Commissioner Blackburn is 
gain.ng some prominence on account of his 
efforts in trying to harmonize the various fac- 
tions of the Republican party in Ohio. He is 
a staunch friend of Harry Daughtery, one of the 
leading candidates for Governor. 


Henry B. Ratterman, a popular young phar- 
macist, who recently clerked for William S. 
Wagner at the northwest corner of Vine and 
Seventh streets, Cincinnati, lost his life on De- 
cember 26th by falling through the ice at Lar- 
amie, Ohio. Young Ratterman was out skating 
with a party of friends at the time of the sad 
accident. He fell through the ice and the ef- 
forts of his friends to save him proved futile, 


Petty Counter ‘Thivwes, 


In speaking about the various articles 
that are lost or stolen in the drug stores 
a well-known retail druggist said re- 
cently: In most pharmacies there are lots 
of small patent preparations on top of 
the cases. Customers, that is of a certain 
class, come in, and while you are behind 
the prescription counter they pick up one 
of these articles and quietly deposit it in 
one of their pockets. (Children are the 
worst offenders in this respect and many 
I have seen stealing from a peep-hole in 
the rear of the store and made them re- 
turn the article merely to teach them a 
lesson. To the adults we simply add on 
ten or fifteen cents to the cost of the pre- 
scription, so that we manage to keep the 
loss down. 


William H. Peabody Dead. 


The death late last month of William 
H. Peabody removes one of the oldest 
of Buffalo’s former druggists. Mr. Pea- 
body established his store at the corner 
of Main and South Division streets be- 
fore the breaking out of the rebellion, 





and during that war and for some time 
afterwards he not only coined money, 
but he was shrewd enough to invest it in 
productive real estate. In fact, he be- 
came so wealthy that he some time ago 
retired. 


MICHIGAN MATTERS. 


G. E. Blodgett, formerly a druggist at Eaton 
Rapids, is now a keeper in the Northern State 
prison at Marquette. 


When Fred F. Ingram & Co., of, Detroit, paid 
their fifty employes the last week in December, 
each envelope contained a handsome pocket- 
book, in which was a silver dollar. 


The drug store of Holt & Son, at Fremont, 
was partly destroyed by fire on December 20th. 
The loss on the building by fire and smoke was 
estimated at $500, and on the stock at $3,000. 


John A. Tinholt, who has operated a drug 
store on Pine street, Muskegon, has sold to 
C. D. Poel, formerly of Kalamazoo, but of late 
in the employ of Fred Brundage, of Muskegon. 


Burglars entered the drug store of P. M. 
Lonsby on the night of December 28th and stole 
five quarts of liquor. Charles and Henry Miller 
were arrested on suspicion, and confessed to the 
crime. 


A Detroit shoplifter named Norah Kennedy 
was arrested recently with a quantity of stolen 
articles in her possession, and among them were 
two bottles of perfume from the drug store of 
Hurd & Gray. 


John Bohlenda, a blacksmith, walked through 
a plate glass window in the front of Kingsley’s 
drug store at Traverse City, Mich., in a hurry 
to catch a train. The glass was demolished, 
but the blacksmith escaped serious injury. 


The Robert Keller Ink Co. has been incorpor- 
ated in Detroit with a capital of $20,000, to manu- 
facture ink, photographers’ paste, sealing wax, 
ink, mucilage and other articles. The  stock- 
holders are Robert and Victor Keller, Clara T. 
Kosh and George R. Simpson. 


Oliver H. Grunow, a Detroit druggist and Al- 
derman, received a nearly fatal shock recently 
by coming in contact with a live electric wire 
in the basement of the drug store of Grunow & 
Patterson. He was handling a wire which was 
supposed to be charged with a current of fifty 
volts, when it came in contact with a wire bear- 
ing 1,000 volts. Bert Newhall, one of the clerks 
in the store, came to the rescue, and was also 
badly shocked. When rescued Mr. Grunow was 
unconscious, and was_ resuscitated with con- 
siderable difficulty. Both men had badly 
burned hands. 


Carl Hardt and Martin Julius were arrested in 
Detroit on a charge of smuggling phenacetine 
from Canada. Several packages of phenacetine, 
ichthyol and salol were found secreted about the 

erson of Julius, but he said that he did not 

now that he was violating the law. He claimed 

that he was bringing the drugs to Detroit for his 
friend Hardt, who used them in the manufac- 
ture of a tonic. Julius corroborated this state- 
ment, and said that Hardt was entirely innocent 
of criminal intentions. They were released on 
their own recognizance to appear for examina- 
tion before the United States Commissioner. 
Both men are extremely poor. 


George McMillan, aged gg Po an em- 
ploye of Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, was ar- 
rested December 22d for smuggling phenacetine 
into Detroit. He was taken in hand by Burton 
Parker, special agent U. S. Treasury, who had 
been watching him, and escorted him to_his 
boarding house where 500 ounces of the drug 
were found in a trunk. He was then taken 
to the county jail and locked up. He stated to 
the officials that his employers, Parke, Davis & 
Co., were not in any way interested in his op- 
erations, but it was a little speculation of his 
own on the side. He was held for trial in the 
United States District Court, giving a $1,000 
bond for his appearance. 


The Detroit Paint, Oil and Varnish Club held 
its annual meeting and banquet at the Hotel 
Ste Claire on the evening of December 21st. 
Officers were elected as follows: President, Wm. 
L. Davies. of the Acme White Lead and Color 
Works: vice-president, A. I. Boutelle: secretary, 
John Schroeder; treasurer, Frank Boydell. A 
pleasant feature of the occasion was the presenta- 
tion of a handsome tea set to John Schroeder, 
the presentation speech being made by Ford 
Rogers, of the Detroit White Lead and Color 
Works. The club adopted resolutions in favor 
of asking the Legislature for a law to prohibit 
the adulteration of linseed oil, on the ground 
that it is used extensively in the preparation 
of medicines. 


ILLINOIS. 


Advance in Price of Small Lots of 
Proprietaries. 








Decrease in Discounts. 
(By Telegraph.) 


Curcaco, Ill., Jan. 7.—“Drug jobbers 
are compelled to handle patents on ten 
per cent margin, and it costs easily 12 
to 15 to distribute to local retailers in 
the way that most of them have been 
doing,” said Cornelius P. Van Schaack. 
“We only want to educate the retailers 
to order judiciously. As to retailers buy- 
ing elsewhere there is little in it. Miul- 
waukee has advised us she has her own 
troubles and does not care to sell here. 
Peoria jobbers buy of Chicago.” 

Fred M. Schmidt said: “The whole- 
salers once before attempted to raise 
prices on less than quarter dozen lots 
and failed. This attempt will go the 
same way. Many articles are unsalable, 
and retailers are no more conservative 
than the wholesalers in buying.” 

Thomas V. Wooten said: “The whole- 
saler is simply trying to extricate himself 
from troubles partly of his own making 
by squeezing the retailer harder. The 
very articles advanced in price are those 
sold at no profit by department stores as 
leaders. The wholesaler has taken a very 
poor way to correct the troubles which 
are costing him so much and costing the 
retailer more. The 400 retailers of the 
local association have the entire retail 
trade of the city back of them. The 
agreement of the wholesalers will not 
last a month. A call for a meeting of the 
retailers’ association at the Sherman 
House for Friday evening, Jan. 13, was 
sent out by Secretary John S. Hottin- 
ger last night.” 


Cunicaco, Jan. 3.—Three circulars sent 
out to the retail druggists by the whole- 
salers have stirred the retailers up to an 
unusual degree. President Wooten, of 
the local retailers’ association, and secre- 
tary of the National Retailers’ Associa- 
tion, says that a meeting is to be called 
for the early part of next week to take 
such action as the retailers deem most 
advisable under the circumstances. It is 
the popular impression among the retail- 
ers that the new schedule of prices as laid 
down in the circular means the wiping 
out of all profits on the proprietary goods 
and that it will make it all the more dif- 
ficult to compete with the department 
stores, which have been and are,the great 
demoralizing influence in the trade. Pres- 
ident Wooten asserts that some of the 
local wholesalers have been guilty of sell- 
ing to thé department people despite the 
assertions of the wholesalers that the de- 
partment stores are demoralizing their 
business and profits. It is agreed by both 
sides that the new rates mean that many 
small retailers must retire from the field. 


The Advance in Price, 


That the profits are in many cases piti- 
ful and the business also on a small scale 
is clearly indicated by the circulars them- 
selves, which show the size of the orders 
which the wholesalers receive. The one 
which stirred up the most resentment on 
the part of the retailers was the follow- 
ing: 

To the Retail Drug Trade of Chicago: Having 
found the putting up of and delivering of goods 
by us in one-twelfth and one-sixth dozen lots 


have been done at actual loss, we have decided 
that on and after Jan. 1, 1899, all such goods 
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will be billed by us by the bottle or package 
only, and at the following prices: On all articles 
that retail at 25 cents and under, 1 cent each 
over the dozen price; over 25 cents and not over 
50 cents, 2 cents each over the dozen price; over 
50 cents and not over 75 cents, 3 cents each 
over the dozen price; over 75 cents and not over 
$1, 4 cents each over the dozen price; over $1, 
5 cents each over the dozen price. 

In order to get the benefit of the dozen price, 
one-fourth of a dozen or more must be ordered, 
no part of which can be returned. 

Fuller & Fuller Company, Humiston, Keeling 
& Company, Lord, Owen & Company, Morris- 
son, Plummer & Com any, Robt. Stevenson & 
Company, Peter Van haack & Sons. 


The Decrease in Discounts. 


The second circular cut the discounts 
allowed the trade down to 1 per cent as 
against 14 per cent heretofore. 


To the Retail Drug Trade of Chicago: Believ- 
ing that uniformity and a clear understanding of 
terms of sale and discount are to the interest of 
the drug trade of this city and in justice due the 
prompt paying dealer, we hereby notify you that 
after Jan. 1, 1899, payment for all montihy pur- 
chases, made on or before the 10th of the fol- 
lowing month, will be subject to a discount of 
1 per cent. On payments made later than the 
10th no discount will be allowed. 

Fuller & Fuller Company, Humiston, Keeling 
& Company, Lord, Owen & Company, Morris- 
son, Plummer & Company, Robt. Stevenson & 
Company, Peter Van Schaack & Sons. 


New Rules on Returning Goeds, 


The third circular is devoted to the 
method of returning goods and would 
have attracted no attention except for the 
other two. It was as follows: 

To the Retail Drug Trade of Chicago: Owing 
to the difficulties and delays involved in the 
present method of determining the proper credit 
to be allowed for returned goods, we make the 
following changes, to take effect January Ist, 
next: 

Before any goods are returned a list showing 
sizes, quantities and dates of purchase should 
be sent to the firm to whom it is desired to 
return them. You will then be advised which 
pe can be accepted, and at what price. We 

elieve that a strict adherence to this plan will 
avoid many misunderstandings, and we cannot 
accept returns made in any other way. 

Fuller & Fuller Company, Humiston, Keeling 
& Company, Lord, Owen & Company, Morris- 
son, Plummer & Company, Robt. Stevenson & 
Company, Peter Van Schaack & Sons. 

If the agreement of the wholesalers is 
maintained there are threats on the part 
of the retailer to patronize the wholesalers 
at Peoria, Milwaukee and other points. 


What the Wholesalers Say. 


In speaking of the matter, President 
O. F. Fuller, of the Fuller & Fuller Co., 
wholesalers, said: “I do not doubt that 
some of the small retailers will have to 
quit after the new prices are in effect. 
Druggists who are too poor to buy one- 
quarter of a dozen of any article are too 
poor to be in business. They ought to 
go. The wholesalers will keep all but the 
smallest on their feet.” 


The Trade of the Year. 


Chicago’s drug business last year ran 
somewhere between 5 and 10 per cent 
ahead of 1897 in value and 5 to 25 per 
cent ahead in quantity of goods sold. The 
lower figures represent the most conser- 
vative and the higher the most optimistic 
trade estimates available. All agree, says 
the Times-Herald, that the year has been 
a good one and that the conditions pre- 
vailing in it have steadily improved as the 
year progressed. At one time during the 
spring the market had a decided boom, 
due to the war, but it proved short-lived 
and resulted in no permanent good to the 
trade. Prices of articles used in the man- 
ufacture of explosives as well as of the 
drugs commonly most in demand in the 
army advanced sensationally for a time, 
but there was the inevitable reaction to 


about the old level. Meanwhile, however, 
the general trade of the country was gain- 
ing steadily, and the drug and chemical 
lines came in for their full share of it. 
There has not only been a large increase 
in the number of orders received from 
the retailers throughout the West and 
Northwest, but the orders have steadily 
increased in size. 

The salient features of the trade, as de- 
scribed by one of the leading merchants 
of the city, were the demands from indus- 
trial sources, which have been almost 
lacking in the last five years, the improve- 
ment in the number and the character of 
the orders from the retailers, and the cor- 
responding improvement in collections. 

It has been the complaint of the trade 
ever since the panic that the expenses of 
the business have been out of all propor- 
tion to the volume on account of the 
small size of the orders. Each of these, it 
was claimed, required as much trouble 
and expense as the large orders of five or 
six years ago. These conditions are be- 
ing rapidly displaced by those of the re- 
verse sort, and the outlook is now bright- 
er than at any time since the panic. 

The internal revenue tax was a serious 
burden to the drug business for a long 
time, as it affected all of its interests down 
to the smallest detail. The burdens were, 
however, patriotically borne, and the bus- 
iness is now running as smoothly as 
though no effort had been required in the 
adjusting of affairs to the new order of 
things. 

Wholesalers universally agree that the 
trade of the city retail dealers did not 
make as good a showing as did that of 
the country trade. Normal conditions in 
the city would have helped out the totals 
for the year, and had the city trade in- 
creased at the same rate as the country 
the gain would have been material. 


The Grip Booms the Prescription Trade. 


Retail druggists throughout the city 
are having an unprecedented and very 
welcome increase in their prescription 
business as the result of the prevalence 
of the grip and the typhoid fever main- 
ly resulting from it. 


Mr. Bodemann for the State Board. 


Governor Tanner, of Illinois, has ap- 
pointed William Bodemann, the widely- 
known Chicago druggist, a member of 
the Illinois State Board of Pharmacy to 
succeed F. M. Schmidt, retired. 

Mr. Bodemann was a prominent figure 
in the executive work of the National As- 
sociation of Retail Druggists at the St. 
Louis Convention. He is a man of sound 
educational qualifications and has consid- 
erable force of character. The appoint- 
ment is one that will meet with the hearty 
approval of the leaders in pharmacy in II- 
linois, and the AMERICAN DRUGGIST ex- 
tends congratulations to both Mr. Bode- 
mann and the pharmacists of the State. 


CHICAGO NEWS NOTES. 


George A. Showers has taken control of the 
cigar department for Morrisson, Plummer & 
Co. in place of Mr. Green, resigned. 


W. M. Colwell, formerly representing Mor- 
risson, Plummer & Co. in Towa, has been 
transferred to Indiana to take the place of Mr. 
Wood, resigned. Fred M. Burroughs, formerly 


with Hornick, ess & More, of Sioux City, 
= cover Mr. Colwell’s former territory in 
owa. 


B. J. Linden, a druggist at 116 Oak street, 
committed suicide late Monday night, January 
2d, by taking prussic acid. He was found by his 
wife lying unconscious on a sofa in the room 
back of his store, but died soon after. Poor 
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health and business reverses were presumably 
the cause of the act. Mr. Linden was forty-seven 


years of age. 
MISSOURI. 
Stock-Taking Time. 


Festivities in Prospect. 


St. Louis, Jan. 3.—All the wholesale 
drug houses of this city suspended busi- 
ness while taking stock during the holi- 
days; and although they were closed 
scarcely more than a day it created all 
kinds of disturbance among the retailers. 


Annual Alumni Entertainment and Hop. 


The Alumni Association of the St. 
Louis College of Pharmacy will give their 
annual entertainment and hop on Thurs- 
day evening, January 26. The entertain- 
ment will consist of a number of special- 
ties and close with a one-act farce. The 
First Missouri Regimental Band will fur- 
nish music for the occasion. The enter- 
tainment will be over at an early hour 
and everyone will have an opportunity to 
dance to their heart’s content. 


No Consolidation Yet. 


The big consolidation of wholesale 
drug firms in this city which was looked 
for after January 1 does not seem to ma- 
terialize. Rumors of such changes have 
been current for the past six months. 


CITY NEWS. 
Dr. F. L. James, the well-known editor of the 


National Druggist, is spending a few weeks at 
his old home down on the Gulf. 











A. M. Pachter has sold his drug store at 
Ninth and Destrehan to P. J. Ryan. Mr. Pach- 
ter is to be married on January 8th. 


J. H. Schertzinger, the popular young phar- 
macist at 1625 South Ninth street, has been 
duly sworn in as sub-station postmaster. 


W. A. Biltz has purchased the Goulard phar- 
macy at 1627 South Broadway from Dr. F. 
Hoogen. Mr. Blitz was at one time manager 
of this store. 


Mrs. W. D. Temm, wife of the well-known 
pharmacist at Grand avenue and North Market 
street, died on Sunday morning, December 3lst, 
after a brief illness. 


‘ 
The St. Louis Consolidated Botios Works 
were recently incorporated for $30,000. The 
stockholders are Henry Kuse, J. L. Hozier and 
Meyer Pearl. 


Dr. C. F. Wilson is opening a new drug 
store at Vandeventer avenue and Morgan street. 
He was at one time proprietor of the drug store 
at Eleventh and Rutger streets. 


The firm of Schneider & Grewe, Grand ave- 
nue and Henrietta street, has purchased the drug 
store at Finney avenue and Sarah street, from 
Steve Bedford, who is going west for his health, 


J. P. Bray has resigned the situation he has 
held in the credit department of the Meyer 
Bros, Drug Co. for the past fifteen years, and 
has associated himself with a local collection 
agency. 


The Littell Liquid Sulphur Co., of this city, 
has been incorporated with a capital stock of 
fifty thousand dollars. The stockholders are L. 
T. Tane, C. S. Roberts, M. H. Littell, J. P. 
Tufts and W. M. Enders. 

The J. S. Merrell Drug Co. presented every 
employe of the house with a big fat turkey for 
Christmas. This included everybody, from buy- 
out boy to president of the company. The com- 
pany has made a practice of doing this for many 
years past. 


Fire was discovered in the grinding ee 
rug 


ment on the sixth floor of the Meyer Bros. 
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Co.’s building early Monday morning, December 
26th. The automatic sprinklers worked and 
turned in the alarm. The fire department was 
soon on the scene, and extinguished the flames 
before much damage was done. 


John E. Schmidt and Miss Fannie Hoff- 
meister were married in Bellville, Lll., on Sat- 
urday, November 26th. Mr. Schmidt is a for- 
mer St. Louis drug clerk, but is now in the 
First Division, Third Army Corps, U. S. Hos- 
pital Service, and has been home on a fifteen- 
days’ furlough. His wife is a popular South St. 
Louis girl. 


Many of the popular young Ph.G.’s went New 
Year’s calling on Sunday afternoon, and all re- 
port a very enjoyable time. Among those who did 
fot forget their many fair friends on this day 
were C, P. Bobb, P. A. Pfeffer, J. H. Schertzin- 
ger, F. C. Simon, H. A. B. Klippel, J. C. Thum- 
ser, R. M. Gerber, A. M. Soellner, E. H. 
Henckler, A. W. Kaufmann, E. Trittermann, 
W. L. Horstman, H. E. Garthoffner, Theo. F. 
Runge, Chas. Stockhausen, Wm. Laumann and 
E. C. Bauer. 


INCIDENTS IN THE NORTHWEST. 


Liffring Bros.’ drug store was burned out at 
Janesville, Ia., in the recent fire there. 


H. H. Sabin, a former druggist, died Decem- 
ber 8th in the asylum at Yankton, S. D. He 
came from Aberdeen, S. D. He was not insane, 
but was so despondent that it threatened serious 
results, and he placed himself under treatment 
at the advice of friends. 


An internal revenue collector required Drug- 
gist J. W. Cook, of Pipestone, Minn., to give 
up a $10 fee for a little phonograph. It was paid 
under protest, and the money has since been 
returned, with the explanation that the law re- 
quires a fee when such machines are exhibited 
in halls for a_ price. ; 


A lighted lamp, with a paper shade, standing 
on a show case in Gilbertson’s drug store, in 
Canby, Minn., resulted in a peculiar occurrence. 
The shade caught fire and dropped down over 
the lamp, the rim resting on the glass show 
case. The rim heated the glass to such an ex- 
tent that it caused it to break in a circle the 
size of the shade, which dropped out. 


A. R. Merritt has been engaged in the drug 
business at Albee, S. D., but business was not 
as prosperous as he wished. He became dis- 
couraged and quietly left home without saying 
anything even to his wife. He wrote from Min- 
neapolis that he was not coming back. His lia- 
bilities were about $1,050, and the act is attrib- 
uted to discouragement and inexperience. 


Dr. W. H. McKenna, a reputable physician 
of Austin, (Minn., has been arrested on a charge 
of giving a prescription to a detective, calling 
for liquor, when the detective was not in need 
of the liquor, and the prescription was_ there- 
fore not given in good faith. The detective was 
retained to secure evidence of illegal liquor sell- 
ing. 


Harold Frederic on Medicine. 


The following passage from the late 
Harold Frederic’s novel, “The Damna- 
tion of Theron Ware,” though put into 
the mouth of one of the characters, may 
perhaps be taken as expressing his own 
opinion on the subject. The Rev. Theron 
Ware, at his’ first interveiw with Dr. 
Ledsmar, is uncertain whether his inter- 
Iccutor is a doctor of medicine or. of one 
of the other faculties: 


“Oh, yes, it is medicine,” replied Ledsmar. 
“T am a doctor three or four times over so far 
as parchments can make one. In some other re- 
spects, though, I should think I am_ probably 
less of a doctor than anybody else now living. 
haven’t practiced—that is regularly—for many 
years, and I take no interest whatever in keep- 
ing abreast of what the profession regards as its 
progress. I know nothing beyond what was be- 
ing taught in the ‘Sixties,’ and that, I am glad 
to say, I have mostly forgotten.” 

“Dear me,” said Theron. ‘I had always sup- 
posed that science was the most engrossing of 
pursuits—that once a man took it up he never 
left it.” 

“But that would imply a connection between 
science and medicine,” commented the doctor. 
“My dear sir, they are not even on speaking 
terms.” 














A. V. HENNICKE, 
New York Salesman for McKesson & 


A. V. Hennicke, who has represented McKesson & Robbins among 
the druggists of the northern part of the State for nearly twenty years, 


is a native Virginian, having first seen the 
between 


fifty-five years ago. As the war 


Robbins, New York. 


light in Norfolk, Va., 
the States broke out when 


he was a youth, he enlisted and fought on the Confederate side. He 
was detailed to hospital service at Norfolk, and witnessed the famous 


fight between the Merrimac and the Monitor. 


Admiral Buchanan of 


the Merrimac was wounded in the leg during the engagement, and 


Mr. 


Hennicke helped to dress his wounds. | 
his younger days in Norfolk, he went to Richmond and 
drug business, taking two terms in a medical 


After spending a part of 
entered the 


college. Like many 


other Southerners who found the South a poor field for business after 


the war, he came north after a while, and ; ; 
salesman of a big milling concern, where he remained till 
Then he engaged with McKesson & Robbins, 


failed. 


been for nearly twenty years, enjoying the full 


trusted 
the firm 
where he has . 
confidence of the 


was ere long the 


house and apparently being selected for the difficult work in the sales- 
man’s line, for he has no route but the country, and is almost a resi- 
dent wherever he finds that such proceeding is in the interest of busi- 


ness. ; 
the interest of business. 


There are no parts of the country that he has_ not visited in 
He has gone all through Texas, and was 


not so very long ago in the Queen’s dominions on the other side 


of the St. Lawrence. 








General N. W. Day has withdrawn his interest 
in the firm of F. R. Arnold & Co. to connect 
himself with the house of 

GENERAL DAY Schieffelin & Co., as aed 
representative in New 
SED. York, Philadelphia and 
Boston, and as a token of the esteem with which 
he is held among the other representatives of 
the perfumery and sundries trade, he was ten- 
dered a complimentary dinner on Tuesday even- 
ing at the “Arena.” The occasion proved a most 
enjoyable one in every way, and good fellowship 
prevailed to such an extent that a_ permanent 
organization was effected with Mr. Lothrop as 
president, and Mr. Aalholm as secretary and 
treasurer. Those present were: Messrs. J. W. 
Watkins, Robert White, S. W. Lothrop, F. W. 
Norris, Geo. E. Evans, J. Aalholm, Wm. 
Randall, C. Leonard, O. Neiderstein, Morton, 
Constable and Niedemeyer, representing the fol- 
lowing perfumers and dealers: Lundborg, Roger 


Piver, Violet, McKesson & 
Robbins, Geo. E. Evans & Co., G. R. Gibson, 
Wederer & Co., I. R. Comb Co., Hegeman & 
Co., and M, Aalholm. 

Among the holiday visitors to the city was 
Thomas J. Norman, who covers the city of New 
Orleans for Sharp & Dohme. Mr. Norman re- 
ports good business ever since the quarantine 
troubles were settled. 

James F. Sprague, 


& Gallet, Lubin, 


who has supervised the 
work of the Southern salesmen of Sharp & 
Dohme, has been called in from the Carolinas, 
and will make his headquarters at the New York 
offices of the firm. He will hereafter exercise a 
general supervision of the traveling staff. 

A. Y. McRae, formerly of Raleigh, will repre- 
sent Sharp & Dohme in Virginia, beginning with 
the first of the year. Mr. McRae is a good phar- 
macist, a genial, clever man, and has a host 
of friends in the drug trade. 
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Lehn & Fink have increased their force of 
traveling salesmen by the addition of C. H. 
Van Buren, formerly with Max Zeller, who will 
travel in Connecticut; G. Ebers has been trans- 
ferred from city salesman _to cover the State of 
Pennsylvania; S. Felton, formerly with 
Carter, Carter & Meigs, will represent the firm 
in Massachusetts and Rhode Island; Chas. A. 
Loring has left West & Jenney and will travel 
in Maine and Massachusetts for Lehn & 
Fink; B. E. Merwin has resigned his situation 
with Orr, Brown & Price, and will in the future 
represent Lehn & Fink in Northern Ohio and 
Michigan; S. H. hen, formerly with the 
Henry Drug Co., of St. Louis, will fill the va- 
cancy left by J. S. Blitz, who goes with the 
J. Ellwood Lee Co.; Robt. Lamper, formerly New 
England representative, has retired from the road 
and will occupy a more important position in 
the office. 


The traveling salesman is not as numerous 
in town just now as the average of the year. 
He is a good deal of a holiday 
BUFFALO. observer, as a matter of ne- 
cessity, if not otherwise, for it 
does not pay so well to travel as at such times. 
Edgar B. Reynolds, who has represented the 
interests of Charles Hubbard & Son, of Syracuse, 
since the branch store was closed, is a resident 
of Buffalo, and so made his regular round re- 
gardless of the holidays. 


L. E. Treat, also a Buffalonian, was out among 
the wholesale and retail druggists, selling goods 
for Johnson & Johnson. He of course did his 
usual good business. 


Fred Estelle, who travels for John Wyeth & 
Bro., of Philadelphia, was in the city on holi- 
day week. He appears to know how to catch 
the worm in the off season without much diffi- 
culty. 


F. A. Smith, also a representative of the 
Quaker City, in the interest of H. K. Wampole 

Co., was in Buffalo several days lately, look- 
ing after his many customers. 


E. M. Willsey, representative in this territory 
of the Albany Chemical Com any, sent in his 
advance notice from Warren, Pa., and followed 
it so as to get away again for the holidays. 


George H. Macy is still heralding his approach 
in the interest of Dodge & Olcott the send- 
ing out of his big order sheet. e is very 
regular in his rounds. 

E, O. Engstrom had the honor of being the 


first representative of an important house to 
call upon us. He came in the 


ROCHESTER. interests of Fox, Fultz & Co., 
manufacturers of glassware and 
sundries. He reports his trade here as “good,” 


but that is an old, old story with him, as he 
always does well, wherever he is. 


George E. Burrows is numbered amongst the 
first of our new year callers. Business is rush- 
ing with him, but still he says he would like 
to do a little more, notwithstanding Schieffelin 
& Co., the firm which he represents, can hardly 
keep up with their orders. 


Fred Estelle is doing a wonderful amount of 
work in this territory for John Wyeth & Bro. 
He ge the last week of the old year in doing 
detail work among the physicians, and already 
the results of his labors are manifesting them- 
selves. No doubt rests in the minds of local 
pharmacists that Wyeth & Bro. owe much of 
their marked success in this vicinity to their 
pleasing and accommodating salesman. 


The several imitations of Castoria are being 
looked after all over the country by a staff of 
fourteen men, whose business is only to find 
out what spurious “Castorias” are on the market 
and where selling. ‘UYhe Centaur Company find 
their interests are suffering, not so much by 
the sale of the counterfeit Castoria, as by the 
amount of sickness which it causes with the 
little ones. Andrew J. Morley was assigned to 
this territory and called recently. 


Henry Spavin, one of the able lieutenants of 

James W. Tufts, has been ill for several days, 

but is now about, talking soda 

BOSTON. fountains and accessories with 
his usual vigor. 


A. C. Robertson, lecal agent for Mallinck- 


rodt, of St. uis, as returned from 
an extended trip throug the Granite 
State. He met with excellent results in 


placing goods in which his firm deals, and ex- 
pects to receive a cyclone of orders on his next 
visit. Mr, Robertson was a guest of Reuben L. 
Richardson at the last dinner of the Boston 
Druggists’ Association. 


John North, representing Eimer & Amend, of 
ew York, recently closed one of his semi- 
annual trips to this section. Mr. North does 


not come East very often, but on his infrequent 
visits he calls at the principal institutions of 
learning in New England. Of course, a gen- 
erous portion of his time is devoted to this 
city, and he is well repaid, for his faithful cus- 
a generally have a list of orders awaiting 
im, 


Rudolph Wirth gave us another visit this past 
week, and business seemed to take a start. 
He comes in the interest of E. Fougera & Co. 


L. K. Liggett, sales manager for the Vinol 
Company, opened the new year with profit and 
good prospects for the company which he repre- 
sents. He showed that he was an up-to-date 
hustler. 


J. H. Heilbrun, representing the Maltzyme 
concern, had many agreeable transactions with 
firms in this section during his last trip. 


L. P. Salazaar, with Lewy Manufacturing Com- 
pany, did this best for the interests of sea salt 
on his recent trip. He has many friends in this 
city. 

Robert Clew, of Smith, Kline & French Co., 
has suffered a severe blow by reason of the 

death his mother and 

PHILADELPHIA, father, who died on Christ- 

mas day. Mr. Chew has 
many friends in this State who deeply sympa- 
thize with him in this double loss. 


‘Charles M. Edwards, of Gilpin, Langdon & 
Co., has been on a trip up the State and as 
— booked a large number of orders for his 

ouse. 


Rudolph Wirth, the genial representative of E. 
Fougera & Co., had unexpected success on his 
last trip here. 


M. Moore has been here and taken a large 
number of orders for Leon Hirsch & Son, of 
New York. 


E. E. Dickinson, of Witch Hazel fame, has 
been in town looking up orders. 


Mr. Seymour, the proprietor of the Wood- 
mont Witch Hazel Distillery, has been here and 
booked a number of orders. 


Walter R. Stephens, of the J. M. Grosvenor 
Co., Boston, is working Philadelphia. 


O. K. Stevenson, 15 North Front street, has se- 
cured the gp in Philadelphia for Stallman 
& Fulton, of New York. 


Cc. B. E. Schulz has been looking after busi- 
ness for W. N. Gunderson Mfg. Co., Chicago. 


Fred W. Jerrom, who was formerly with 
Hance Bros, & White, has been appointed as- 
sistant secretary of the Y. M. C. A., at Fifteenth 
and Chestnut streets. 

CINCINNATI. John Haynes reports that 
business is good with Schel- 
lien & Co., his employers. 


Bob West has been engaged for another year 
by Hale, Justis & Co. 


W. F. North, one of the best known hustlers 
that come to this ‘city, was in Cincinnati this 
week selling Gibson’s brushes. 


‘Col. George Budde, representing the sundry 
department for the Stein-Vogeler Drug Com- 
pany, took a quick trip up the C. H. & D. this 
week. 


Milton Culberton has resigned the situation 

he has held with the Moffit-West Drug Co. so 

long, and from the first of the 

ST. LOUIS, year he will be located in Kan- 

sas City, as representative of 

French, Cave & Co., Philadelphia, and Gilpin, 
Langdon & Co., Baltimore. 

John Sherman, in charge of the sponge depart- 

ment of the Meyer Bros. Drug Co., has just re- 

turned from a trip to Cuba and Florida. He 


brought back a car-load of alligators, and the 
saurians can be found all over the house. 


Chas. Lips, the popular city salesman for the 
Moffit-West Drug Co., was presented with a son 
and heir, bright and early on Christmas morn- 
ing. 


S. E. Barber, north-side city salesman for the 
Meyer Bros, Drug Co., is quite sick with pneu- 
monia. His entire family are also ill. 


The following traveling salesmen for the J. S. 
Merrell Drug Co. visited headquarters during 
the holidays: G. W. Grover, Maj. A. Ander- 
son, M. S. Carr, Jr., Geo. Conley and H. R. 
Lawler. 


The following representatives of the Moffit- 
West Drug Co. were in the city suring the holi- 
days: G. E. Steininger, Chas. H. Jenner, Chas. 
Breedlove, R. H. Lusby and O. H. Ott. 


J. B. Bilderbach, of the firm of Bilderbach, 
Brown & Co., in the drug commission business 
at Portland, Ore., has been spending a few days 
in this city on his return trip from the East. 


Frank L. E. Gauss, St. Louis manager for the 
Searle & Hereth Co., has been spending a week 
in Chicago. 


G. B. Self has decided to remain with Eli, 
Lilly & Co. in this territory and not go with 
Bauer & Black, as he formerly intended. 


F. E. Perry, representing Hance Bros. & 
White, has been spending the ‘holidays in this 
city. 


_ The Meyer Bros. Drug Co. called the follow- 
ing salesmen in for instruction, etc., during the 


holidays: J. C. Middleton, R ibbs, 

Dashiell, W. F. Blocker, T. P. Shadburn, J. C. 
Flanner, L. Richt, Col. H. P. Hawkins, J. P. 
Goodlander, E. S. McCord and R. B. Talia- 


ferro. 


THE KNIGHT OF THE GRIP. 


THE SALESMAN AND THE OFFICE 
MAN. 


Every ordinary salesman—or at least 
four out of every five of him—has it in for 
the fellow in the office who runs the ac- 
counts, adjusts claims for differences and 
has general sway where sales are con- 
cerned. I have no doubt that from his 
point of view he usually has good reason 
for the hard feelings he entertains for his 
coadjutor at home, for in many ways 
their methods of thought and work are 
diametrically opposed, although both are 
working in a common cause. 


The Optimist. 


The salesman is a natural expansionist. 
“We want orders,” writes the house, and 
he counts that day as lost whose low- 
descending sun sees no requisition for 
goods mailed in. With all his desire to 
work for the house’s best interest and to 
do what he knows will please the men at 
home, he occasionally allows himself to 
be overpersuaded, and falls back upon the 
plea of expediency in explaining to his 
house why he deviated from instructions. 


The Pessimist. 


The office man, on the contrary, is a 
born “detailist,” if I may coin a word, 
whose life is spent in working out the 
sum of 2 X 2 = 4, and who sees no sense 
or reason in altering either the factors or 
the result. A loss through a bad account, 
or any reduction from the maximum 
profit the order should yield, he feels as 
a personal reproach, and so he anxiously 
guards against any tendency toward 
looseness of method or a generosity that 
may diminish the total footings. | While 
the salesman is an optimist working in a 
hail-fellow-well-met spirit of brotherly 
love, the ideal credit man is a cold-blood- 
ed duffer with a diseased liver and a mem- 
ory that refuses to take cognizance of any 
claims of love, kinship or friendship, ex- 
pediency or large profit that might 
change the footings of the ledgers to the 
firm’s detriment. 


As It Sometimes Happens. 
“Here is a large, fat, juicy order,” cries 


the — salesman. “Congratulate me, 
brother!” 
“But the man’s financial record is 


against him,” objects the credit man, 
“and he is already three months behind 
in his payments.” 


mae 
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“The banks in his town speak well of 
him,” says Traveler. 

“Did they tell you in what amount they 
are interested in his business through 
notes they hold?” queries Credit Man, 
sarcastically. 

“Hubbard & Simpkins’ man tells me his 
firm are glad to sell this man all he 
wants,” insists Traveler. 

“No doubt of it,” says Credit Man; “but 
he is careful to collect the old indebted- 
ness before he contracts the new.” 

“But, hang it, man!” cries Traveler, in 
despair, “look at the prices and the big 
profit. You can afford to run a little risk 
on an order like that.” 

“TI never gamble,’ says Credit Man, 
coldly; “and, besides, if he intended to 
pay for the goods he would have been 
more particular about their cost.” And 
he indites a polite note to the derelict 
customer to the effect that the present 
condition of business will not warrant a 
further extension of credit, and that he 
would like a remittance to cover the past 
due account, upon receipt of which the 
“valued order” given Mr. Traveler will 
be filled. Often the cash is paid and the 
goods shipped, and the salesman, upon 
his next call, is favored with the custo- 
mer’s opinion of the “‘picayune”’ policy of 
his house, and his unfavorable estimate of 
the credit man’s personal character and 
maternal parentage. 


The Exception. 


Occasionally there is a credit man who 
does not figure thus. I once heard a 
number of business men discussing the 
standing of their customers, and one firm 
was mentioned who had been hanging for 
some time on the verge of bankruptcy. 
Only one of the men present had this 
firm on his books. 

“% think they owe us some hundred 
and fifty dollars,” said he. “They buy 
about all their goods from us, so that 
their purchases in the last year have 
amounted to over two thousand dollars, 
at good round prices. We shall still have 
made a good profit on the business if we 
should lose every dollar of their present 
indebtedness.” 

“They can buy nothing from us,” 
each of the others. 

“Well, they can from me,” said the first 
speaker. “I have two or three other ac- 
counts of this same kind, and I rather 
enjoy having them.” 


According to Rule, 


Another firm was mentioned which 
had recently gone under, and one of 
the other men, a German, admitted a 
loss of $40, the remainder due on a $600 
bill of goods. 

“You were lucky to come out whole,” 
said the man who took risks. “You 
didn’t lose anything, after all.” 

“We lost $40,” said the German. 

“But I mean you were nothing out of 
pocket.” 

“We were $40 out of pocket,” said the 
German. “That was our money, and we 
didn’t get it.” 

“Still, the amount you received left you 
a profit after paying for the goods and 
the expense of doing the business,” said 
the other, but the German shook his 
head. 

“We sold the goods for $40 more than 
we received ; so we lost $40 of good 
money,” said he; and so would figure 
nine-tenths of the credit men of the coun- 
try.—Iron Age. 


said 





Review of the Wholesale Drug Market. 


&t should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and thas 
higher prices are paid tor retail lots. The qualily # 
goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 


NEw YorK, January 9, 1899. 


Condition of Trade. 


USINESS in the several departments 
is beginning to show increased ani- 
mation, though it is yet rather 

early in the year to expect much activity. 
Both importers and manufacturers ex- 
press satisfaction with the movement of 
stocks and the general condition of busi- 
ness, while the various jobbing houses 
report a moderate distributive trade. The 
majority of the movement noted has been 
in the line of staples, such as are utilized 
in the treatment of grip and its at- 
tendant disorders. The disease has been 
no respecter of persons, and several of 
the active men in the wholesale district 
have had more or less severe attacks. 
The demand for quinine, phenacetine, an- 
tikamnia and similar febrifuges and anti- 
pyretics has been above the normal, due 
to the prevalence of the epidemic. Re- 
ports from Chicago indicate the existence 
of strained relations between the jobbing 
and the retail interests owing to an 
agreement among the jobbers to advance 
the prices on proprietary goods ordered 
in less than quarter-dozen lots, and to de- 
crease the discount on cash payments 
from 2 to 14 per cent. The matter has 
been taken up for adjustment by the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists, 
and hopes are expressed that an amicable 
arrangement will soon be arrived at. We 
refer more fully in other columns to the 
present aspect of the situation, the de- 
velopments of which are looked forward 
to with considerable interest by jobbing 
druggists in other large centres. The 
principal fluctuations of the fortnight are 
indicated in the following paragraph: 


LOWER. 
Citric acid. 
Cuttlefish bone. 


HIGHER. 


Alcohol, 
Almond oil, sweet. 


Blue vitriol. Cod liver oil, Nor- 
Borax. wegian. 
Boric acid. Deer-tongue leaves. 
‘Cacao butter. Ergot, German. 
Linseed oil. Ipecac root. 
Oil bergamot. ~ root. 
Oil peppermint, bulk. ryofine. 
Oil turpentine. (Morphine, 
ad Opium. 
il lemon. Oxalic acid. 
Oil wormwood. Foppy seed. 
Snake root, a beans. 
FIRMER. 
Cream tartar. (Messina essences. ' 
Fennel seed. Thymol. 
Menthol. 
DRUGS. 


Alcohol, grain, has advanced 2c., $2.48 
being now quoted on 5-bbi. lots less the 
usual rebate; the inside quotation re- 


mains $2.44. Wood is held and selling 
fairly at 75c. for 95 per cent. 


Arnica Flowers have improved in tone 
somewhat, with a fair demand experienced 
at the range of 7c. to 74c. 


Balsam Copaiba, Central American, is 
slightly easier owing to stock additions, 
but holders evince no disposition to urge 
distribution by price concessions. Pur- 
chases of jobbing quantities may be made 
at 39c., while larger lots can be secured 
at 37c. 


Balsam Fir, Canada, is without special 
variation, the demand being limited at 
the moment to small jobbing lots, which 
change hands at $1.70 to $1.75. Oregon 
held at 65c. to 70c. 


Balsam Peru is quiet, but as the stock 
is under good control there is no urgency 
to realize; sales at $1.95 to $2. 


Balsam Tolu is selling fairly in a quan- 
tity way at 34c. to 35c.; jobbers are exper- 
iencing a moderate demand at prices rang- 
ing from 35c. to 36c. 

Bark.—Cascara Sagrada is maintained 
firmly at the recent improvement and sup- 
plies are offered with some reserve at Tc. 
to 8c. Sassafras has sold during the in- 
terval in fair jobbing lots at 6c. to 8c. 
Soap is finding moderate jobbing sale at 
43c. to 5c. for whole and 6c. to 7c. for 
crushed. 

Buchu Leaves, short, are in slightly bet- 
ter demand than is usually experienced at 
this period of the year, and mostly for 
consumptive purposes. Some small lots 
have passed out at the jobbing range of 
14c. to 16c. as to quality. 

Belladonna Leaves are in slightly lim- 
ited supply and a firm market rules, with 
German quoted 103c. to I1lc. 

Coca Leaves are scarce and firmer, at 
lic. to 16c. for Truxillo, and 24c. to 25c. 


for Huanucco; holders are indifferent 
sellers. 
Chamomile Flowers, German, continue 


in demand and values are steady at 18c. 
to 38c. We hear of some large sales at 
25c. 

Cassia Buds remain quiet at the prev- 
ious quotation, though sales are not being 
urged. 

Cacao Butter has improved in tone since 
our last and Dutch bulk is now well sus- 
tained at 30c. for ordinary and 3lc. to 
3l3c. for best brands. 

Cod Liver Oil, Norwegian, is without 
important demand and a certain pressure 
to realize in some quarters has weakened 
values and given the market an easier 
tone. The quotation now ranges from 
$24 to $26, as to brand and quantity. 

Cuttlefish Bone, Trieste, is slightly un- 
settled owing to competition and recent 
small sales to consumers have been at 
84c. 

Ergot is quiet and an easier feeling is 
noted for German, which is now quoted 
30c. to 35c. 

Juniper Berries, from second hands, are 

finding sale in a small way at 24c. to 3}c. 
as to quality. 
’ Manna is dull and an easier feeling has 
developed, with large flake quoted 52c. 
to 55c., small 25c. to 28c. and sorts 20c. 
to 22c. 

Menthol continues firm in the face of the 
small stock. The range of the market is 
quoted $2.30 to $2.35. 

Morphine is lower from the manufac- 
turers, who now quote sulphate, muriate 





3° 


and acetate at $2.15 in bulk, $2.20 in 
ounces and $2.40 to $2.45 in eighths. The 
decline follows the lower prices for 
opium. 


Opium is offered more freely by both 
importers and jobbers, influenced by the 
weaker condition of the primary market. 
The decline has, however, failed to stimu- 
late buying to any extent and the down- 
ward tendency of prices remains uncheck- 
ed. Buyers in anticipation of lower prices 
are cautious operators and current re- 
quirements only are being met. Cases 
are quoted $3.274 to $3.35, with indications 
that a shade lower would probably be ac- 
cepted upon a firm bid. Broken packages 
may be obtained at $3.374 to $3.40. Pow- 
dered is also easier at $4.20 to $4.30. 


Quinine is well maintained at the recent 
improvement and the demand during the 
past fortnight has been of good propor- 
tions, though speculation is yet an absent 
feature and the distribution is finding its 
way into channels of consumption chiefly. 
Foreign in bulk is quoted at 2lc. and do- 
mestic do. at 2lc. to 24c. from manufac- 
turers’ agents; sales from second hands at 
20c. to 21c. 


Tonka Beans have weakened somewhat 
with sellers of Angostura at 80c. to 90c., 
as to quantity and quality. Para con- 
tinues held at l5dc. to 20c. and crystallized 
Surinam at 40c. to 45c. 


DYESTUFFS. 


Cutch has continued quiet and the mar- 
ket is easier in tone with S. M. bales held 
at 44c. to 5}c., and boxes 54c. to 7c. 

Divi Divi is in better supply and quota- 
tions have been revised to $38 to $43 per 
ton. 


Gambier is held with considerable 
strength and recent sales ex-vessel have 
been at 2.80c. to 2.85c., with forward ship- 
ments quoted 2.874. 


Nutgalls are selling slowly at the mo- 
ment, but importers continue to quote 
lic. to 15$c. for blue Aleppo. The ten- 
dency is higher. 


Turmeric is held and selling fairly at 
4}c. to 64c. for whole. 


CHEMICALS. 


Alum has sold in fair quantities during 
the interval on contracts and there is a 
moderate output in a jobbing way, with 
the sales at $1.65 to $1.75 for lump and 
$1.75 to $1.85 for ground. 

Arsenic is developing a firmer tendency, 
but no quotable change in price is re- 
ported, powdered white continuing to find 
steady sale at the previous range of 4c. 
to 44c., and red 83c. to 8c. 

Blue Vitriol has strengthened materially 
during the interval owing to advanced 
cost of base material; 4c. is now generally 
asked, though we hear of some purchases 
of -ton lots at 3%. 

Bleaching Powder quotations have been 
revised in the interval, the new prices 
being $1.50 to $1.60 for U. A. Co., $1.35 
to $1.45 for English and $1.40 to $1.50 for 
Continental. 

Borax prices have been revised by both 
city and Pacific Coast refiners, the new 
range being 7c. to 7$c. for crystals in bags 
and 7}c. to 7}c. for crystals and powdered 
in bbls., as to quantity. 

Boric Acid is held with increased firm- 
ness owing to limited spot supply; crys- 
tals held at llc. and powdered 114c. 


Cream Tartar is in moderate request 


and manufacturers’ prices continue firm 
at 234c. to 24c. 

Citric Acid prices have been reduced by 
the local manufacturer to 33c. to 334c. for 
crystals, but out-of-town manufacturers 
have not yet met the cut. The drop in 
price is said to be the result of an effort 
on the part of local manufacturers to dis- 
courage the importation of foreign-made 
acid. 

Mercurials are attracting some attention 
owing to the peculiar position of quick- 
silver, which has advanced $1 per flask 
and is the subject of considerable specu- 
lation. The recent heavy Chinese pur- 
chases and speculative buying account 
for the advance and makers of mercurial 
preparations are expected to raise their 
quotations shortly. 


Oxalic Acid continues quiet, with the 
market somewhat unsettled. The new 
prices of the convention have gone into 
effect and the revised quotations are 64c. 
to 6%c. 

Tartaric Acid continues in demand with 
the sales at 3l4c. to 324c. for crystals and 
powdered. 

ESSENTIAL OILS. 


The essential oil market has been quiet 
during the past fortnight and there has 
been an absence of any fluctuations in 
prices. Anise is not taken with any spirit 
and the inside figure of $1.524 could prob- 
ably be shaded upon a firm bid. Berga- 
mot is firm at an advance to $2.20 to $2.30. 
Clove is quiet and unchanged. Lemon 
has stiffened in this market in sympathy 
with the higher prices abroad for high- 
grade oil. Peppermint bulk is firmer and 
85c. to 95c. is now asked. Sassafras is 
lower with natural quoted 34c. to 36c., and 
artificial 30c. to 34c. Wormwood is firm- 
er and the prices are generally higher 
owing to scarcity, $2.90 being now asked 
for large lots. 


GUMS. 


Aloes are without change of conse- 
quence; sales at 5$c. to 6c. for Cape and 
3$c. to 4c. for Curacao. 

Asafetida continues steady and in de- 
mand at l5c. to 18c. 

Arabic has been in fair inquiry during 
the interval with dealers’ quotations 45c. 
to 56c. for first picked, 38c. to 36c. for 
second and 164c. to 18c. for sorts. 

Camphor is held with increased firmness 
and the demand from consumers con- 
tinues of fair proportions. Domestic re- 
finers’ quotations remain 38c. to 384c. for 
cases and 383c. to 40c. for ounce tablets. 

Chicle continues weak and neglected at 
previous quotations. 

Tragacanth is developing increased 
firmness and with a fair inquiry for con- 
sumption local holders are steady in their 
views and quote 58c. to 66c. for first flake 
Aleppo and 45c. to 55c. for second; 65c. 
to 75c. for first Turkey, 42c. to 45c. for 
second and 35c. to 40c. for third. 


ROOTS. 


Aconite is held and selling in a mod- 
erate jobbing way at 10c. for German. 

Dandelion is lower owing to recent ar- 
rivals and dealers’ quotations for German 
are 9c. to 10c., as to quantity. 

Gentian continues in request and sales 
are freer at 4$c. to 4$c. 


Golden Seal is offering with some re- 
serve at 44c. to 45c.; business is somewhat 
restricted, as buyers and holders are still 
apart in their ideas. 
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Ipecac continues a trifle unsettled, and 
though the consuming demand is fair 
values have dropped a fraction, or say 
$2.40 to $2.55. 

Jalap is slow of sale and such inquiry 
as is coming forward is being met at 
133c. to 14c. 

Snake is maintained with more firmness 
and recent sales have been at 28c. to 30c. 


SEEDS. 

With the exception of a downward ten- 
dency in poppy and a firmer feeling for 
fennel we have no changes of importance 
to note in the general line of medicinal 
seeds either as regards price or demand. 
The market during the interval has been 
quiet and devoid of incident. 


Apenta Advanced. 


In a circular issued under date of De- 
cember 31, the United Agency Company, 
of 503 Fifth avenue, corner Forty-second 
street, New York City, announce an ad- 
vance in the price of Apenta Water, as 
follows: 

In consequence of the neere duty that was 
imposed by the Dingley Tariff Law, we are now 
compelled to advance the price of the “Apenta 
Hungarian Aperient Water. The price on orders 
for ten cases or more of “‘Apenta” (terms as 
heretofore) will, on and after this date, be as 
follows: $8.50 per case of 50 bottles, subject to 
a semi-annual rebate of 50 cents per case, on 
condition that the goods are not sold below $9 
per case. 


This advance was not made sooner, the 
United Agency Company declare, because 
they had imported full stocks under the 
old tariff; the trade has been given the 
benefit of the same and these supplies are 
now exhausted. 


The Philadelphia Museums. 


The pharmaceutical side of the Phila- 
delphia Museums has been described by 
Professor Henry Kraemers, of the Phila- 
delphia College of Pharmacy. The mu- 
seum was founded in 1895, in the old 
offices of the Philadelphia Railroad Com- 
pany. Many specimens are from the 
Chicago exhibition. From Professor 
Kraemer’s description we gather that the 
exhibits interesting to the drug trade are 
natural products such as are shown in 
the Kew Museum and the Imperial In- 
stitute. There are 600 specimens of gums, 
resins, and the like, classified primarily 
according to the character and chemical 
conditions and relationships of the vari- 
ous kinds, and secondarily on a commer- 
cial basis. Practically the whole world is 
laid under contribution for samples. 
United States Consuls, the Museum’s 
own agents abroad, and friendly corre- 
spondents are constantly sending samples 
representative of the products of all 
quarters of the globe. Much of the ma- 
terial comes direct from the producers, 
with valuable data respecting vernacular 
names and trade designations, methods 
of gathering, treating, packing, and 
shipping, quantity produced, prices, and 
other information showing the exact 
status of the material in commerce. 


Calendars for 1899, 


The Buckeye Paint & Varnish Co., of 
Toledo, O., are giving away a Dewey cal- 
endar, bearing the picture of a youthful 
campaigner spreading the Buckeye paints 
and varnishes. It will be a welcome card 
for office use. 


OOOO 
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Hints To Buyers. 








Write the Duroy & Haines Co., San- 
dusky, O., for formula and samples of 
summer soda drinks. They furnish them 
free to our readers. 


The “Gold Label” brand prescription 
corks are sold by all leading jobbers and 
are steadily growing in favor with dis- 
criminating druggists. 


Eskay’s albumenized food continues to 
grow in popularity. Write Smith, Kline 
& French Co., Philadelphia, for a free 
sample, with photo-holder. 


Now is the time to prepare against the 
moth and carpet-bug season, and Otto 
Bros., Grand Rapids, 'Mich., are the peo- 
ple to give you full information on the 
treatment of these pests. 


Collapsible tubes, made of best Eng- 
lish tin without the addition of any, other 
metal whatever, are offered by A. V. 
Benoit, 146 Fulton street, New York. 
Price list will be sent on application. 


The New England Vaccine Co., ‘Chel- 
sea Station, Boston, Mass., have long had 
an enviable reputation for the excellence 
of their vaccine virus. Now that there is 
so much small-pox about, our readers 
should get into touch with them. 


W. J. M. Gordon long ago attained a 
superiority in the manufacture of glycerin 
which he has, by intelligent study, main- 
tained unimpaired to the present time. 
“Gorden’s glycerin” means pure glycerin. 
It can be had from all first-class jobbers. 


‘Druggists who wish to purchase a cod 
liver oil of guaranteed purity should get 
quotations on Peder Devold’s pure lofo- 
ten oil, which is put up in original sealed 
packages containing five, fifteen and 
thirty gallons respectively. 


The Hartt Mfg. Co., of Chicago, are 
preparing for an extra big business in 
the manufacture of soda fountains. Drug- 
gists should correspond with them before 
making arrangements for their new soda 
fountains and appliances for this year. 


The neat and attractive dispensing 
coats made by Hirsh, Frank & Co., 
Philadelphia, Pa., are not only attractive 
in appearance at the soda fountain, but 
are really economical. Druggists who 
have not seen these should write to the 
manufacturers for samples and prices. 


In modern dispensing it is necessary to 
consult the tastes of patients and no way 
of administering powders has been found 
which is quite so satisfactory as are Kon- 
seals. J. M. Grosvenor & Co., 52 Pearl 
street, Boston, will furnish full details re- 
garding these popular goods. 


There is a profit of 50 per cent in the 
sale of Dundas, Dick & Co.’s Docuta 
Sandalwood Capsules, and they enjoy the 
strongest kind of endorsement of au- 
thorities on diseases of the genito- 
urinary organs. Every well-appointed 
pharmacy should have these goods in- 
variably in stock. 


The Garfield Tea ‘Co., 11 Sterling place, 
Brooklyn, are not only paying the stamp 


tax on their goods out of their own 
pockets—thus saving the retailer—but 
are also allowing a more liberal discount 
on all their preparations. Retailers should 
write the company in evidence of their 
appreciation of the stand they have taken. 


Quine, Bowen & Co., 149-151 St. Paul 
street, Rochester, are spending thousands 
of dollars in advertising their Cleveland’s 
Lung Healer and Cleveland’s Celery 
Comp. Tea. They will cheerfully furnish 
free samples and literature to our readers 
on application so that all druggists may 
be posted on their goods when asked for 
them, as they surely soon will be. 


By making a specialty of red clover 
blossoms D. Needham’s Sons, Chicago, 
have placed themselves in a position to 
furnish this excellent blood purifier either 
in substance, or in the form of a fluid or 
a solid extract, of the finest quality and 
at the best price. They offer an abund- 
ance of free advertising matter to drug- 
gists introducing this popular remedy. 


E. Krauser & Bro., Milton, Pa., manu- 
facture a liquid extract of smoke, which 
has been very highly commended as a 
means of curing meat. Druggists who 
live in the rural districts should write 
them for full particulars concerning their 
preparation, which is thoroughly adver- 
tised in all the country weeklies, and 
which offers a fine profit for the retailer. 


James W. Tufts, 282 N Congress 
street, Boston, does an interesting ex- 
ample in arithmetic on page 8 of this 
number, and unless figures lie, he proves 
very conclusively that he can ‘put in one 
of the latest pattern soda fountains with 
his new Eskimo construction at a cost 
to the druggist of 154 cents per day. One 
could hardly fail to make enough profit 
to pay this small item of cost. 


The Evergreen Chemical Co., 130 Ful- 
ton street, New York, seem to have 
solved the difficult problem of producing 
a soluble, clear, green color, which is per- 
manent under all ordinary conditions. 
Theirs is claimed to be the only “fast-to- 
sunlight” color in the world. On receipt 
of one dollar they will mail a 1l-oz. bot- 
tle, enough to color ten gallons of violet 
— and also a number of tested form- 
ulas. 


Henry H. Sheip & Co., of 1702 Ran- 


dolph street, Philadelphia, manufacture a 


line of syringe boxes and other fancy 
wood boxes in white wood, bass, oak, 
ash, etc. They are headquarters for these 
goods, and their great facilities and long 
experience enable them to make attract- 
ive quotations and to guarantee prompt 
shipments. Write them for samples and 
estimates when you are next in the 
market. 


An illustrated pamphlet and price-list 
of the famous S. Chapireau Cachets will 
be sent on application to Utard & Co., 
3 Union Square, New York. Cachets are 
taking the place of gelatin capsules to a 
large extent nowadays. They are being 
quite largely prescribed by physicians, 
and they afford the manufacturing re- 
tailer a ready means of using something 
distinctive for his own proprietary prepa- 
rations. 


Write for free samples of Sa-Yo Mint 
Jujubes, manufactured by Wallace & Co., 
160 Monroe street, New York. This 


article affords a profit of 78 per cent, and 
from all accounts is one of the best 
sellers in a druggist’s stock. The retail 
price is controlled, and for that reason, 
if for no other, the goods are worthy of 
the support of the drug trade. Include 
an order for a box in your next schedule 
to your jobber. 


The permanent character of the Oak- 
land brand of Hydrogen Dioxid makes it 
a favorite with pharmacists who have 
had experience with other makes. The 
manufacturer’s slogan, “the kind that 
keeps,” has come to be synonymous with 
the brand itself. The five-pound bottle, 
sold by wholesalers at 32 cents, is the 
most economical for general dispensing. 
Include a specification for it in your next 
order to your wholesaler. 


The Matthews lever draught tube is 
one of the greatest inventions of the age. 
With it one operator can do the work of 
two. ‘It is also very ornamental in de- 
sign, and ‘has an elegant onyx handle. It 
is now used on all new fountains made by 
the John ‘Matthews Apparatus Co., of 
New York City. Their 1899 catalogue— 
a very handsome affair—is now in press 
and they will be pleased to send you one 
if you mention this journal when writing 
them. 


We take pleasure in inviting the atten- 
tion of our readers to the new adver- 
tisement of Raymond & Co., 62 Carroll 
street, Brooklyn. There is food for re- 
flection in this timely announcement, 
and thinking druggists are certain to 
read it with interest. Raymond’s Pec- 
toral Plasters are worthy of the support 
of the drug trade, first because they are 
an effective and popular remedy, and, 
second, because the manufacturers have 
persisted in a policy which practically 
controls the retail price. 


Standard Gaulle in Handsome 
Packages. 


Young & Smylie have a very handsome 
insert in this issue, illustrating the at- 
tractive packages in which their standard 
Acme liquorice pellets are put up. They 
not only furnish an article of real merit 
and widespread popularity with the pub- 
lic, but they also put it up in a style cal- 
culated to please the most fastidious. 


A Great Improvement. 


The “Michigan Flyer” and “The Cin- 
cinnati Limited,” running on the C., H. 
& D. and Michigan Central railways be- 
tween Cincinnati, Toledo and Detroit, are 
acknowledged to be the handsomest 
trains in the West. These trains are 
broad-end vestibuled, beautiful parlor cars 
and the highest type of modern equip- 
ment. The only feature lacking to make 
the service perfect is the fact that the train 
leaves Cincinnati at 1 o’clock p. m.,, 
northbound, and leaves Detroit at 12: :35, 
southbound, these being inconvenient 
hours for people desiring to get their 
luncheon before starting. The manage- 
ment have now arranged to put on a cafe 
service, under the supervision of Mr. 
George Ohmer, who runs the cafe car on 
their Chicago line, and these trains will 
now be fully equipped. Not only through 
passengers, but passengers between Cin- 
cinnati and Dayton, can enjoy the scenery 
of the beautiful Miami valley while being 
served with as dainty a meal a la carte as 
can be desired.—Cincinnati Times-Star. 
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The Original Allegretti. 


Thousands of people have the firmly es- 
tablished belief that the name “Alle- 
gretti” is nothing more than a brand for 
the best candy. He has been supplying 
the cravings of schoo! children, matinee 
girls and others for “goodies” for the past 
thirty-five years and is hale and hearty 
enough at the age of 70 to almost war- 
rant the prediction that he will undoubt- 
edly be doing the same thing thirty-five 
years hence. 

More than six feet tall, straight as a 
young poplar, broad-shouldered and 
sturdy of frame, with hair as white as 
snow and eyes as black and briluant as 
jet, Ignazio Allegretti—the man who has 
made candy-making a science—is one of 
the men to be noticed among a thousand. 
There is nothing old about him except 
the fact of his age, and few would guess 
that he had passed his allotted three 
score and ten after watching him stride 
along State street of an afternoon. He 
has slight use for spectacles, no use at all 
for a cane, and enjoys life with as much 
zest as a man half his years. 

The story of his life is one of constant 
and successiul endeavor to be “at the 
top” in his chosen field. The drug trade 
concedes his brilliant success in these 
efforts. 

The trade will recall with interest his 
recent successful prosecution of infringers 
who tried to use his name and fame. 
For the original article orders should be 
sent to the original Allegretti at 159 State 
street, Chicago. 


What Physicians Say. 
The Powers Mfg. Co., of Philadelphia, 


whose advertisement appears in_ this 
number, have been successfully intro- 
ducing to physicians their Santolin Cap- 
sules. This combination is warranted 
not to disagree with the most delicate 
stomach, and has proven itself a leading 


remedy for gonorrhoea and gleet. The 
constituents are oleo resin cubebs, oleo 
resin copaiba, oleo resin matico, select 


English oil sandal, salol and diastase. 
The goods are carried in stock by all 
leading jobbers, and sold at $1.50 per 
hundred, or will be sent direct, prepaid, 
on receipt of price. Santolin Capsules 
are successfully prescribed by the lead- 
ing genito-urinary specialists of the coun- 
try, including Dr. Orville Horwitz, Jef- 
ferson Hospital, H. Christian and Ed- 
ward Martin, of the University of Penn- 
sylvania Hospital. 

Some recent medical opinions on the 
success of Santolin Capsules: 

J. H. Austin, M. D., of Philadelphia, 
says: “I prescribed Santolin Capsules 
in a case of acute urethritis which had 
resisted other treatment. The inflamma- 
tory symptoms and the profuse discharge 
showed marked improvement’ within 
forty-eight hours, and the case went on 
towards recovery. There was an entire 
absence of any disorder from the 
stomach during entire treatment.” 

E. A. Hare, M. D., of Derby, Conn., 
says: “I have found Santolin Capsules 
efficacious in checking the discharge in a 
case of acute anterior urethritis.” 

S Browne, M. D., Scio, Linn 
County, Ore., writes: “I have pre- 
scribed Santolin Capsules with the most 
satisfactory results. Santolin has a large 
field of usefulness. Besides gonorrhoea 
and gleet it is specially indicated in both 
acute and chronic urethritis. Santolin 


gives better results than any preparation 


capillary hemorrhoids. 


I ever prescribed. I can’t possibly get 
along without it in my practice.” 

A well-known physician of Bellefonte, 
Pa., writing under date Sep. 20, ’98, says: 
“I have prescribed Santolin Capsules, and 
in several cases had the most gratifying 
results. I do not hesitate to say I think 
your capsules a very satisfactory remedy. 
I will prescribe them whenever an op- 
portunity presents itself.” 

The above are a few of the many recent 
remarks on the success of a new remedy 
all physicians are sampling, and any 
druggist desiring free sample and booklet 
should address the Powers Mfg. Co., 1022 
Walnut street, Philadelphia. 


Art in Pharmacy. 


The highly artistic packages in which 
Sen-Sen and Sen-Sen gum are put up 
have no doubt done much to attract at- 
tention to these articles. Had they not 


possessed genuine merit, however, and 
filled a genuine want this popularity 
would have been but short-lived. The 


combination of beauty of package and 
quality of contents, together with a liberal 
policy on the part of the manufacturers 
(they pay the stamp tax) has made it 
popular not only with the public, but with 
pharmacists as well. 


Dilatation of the Rectum. 


The rectum is very frequently the seat 
of a number of affections, which are not 
only important because of the inconveni- 
ence they produce, but because of a va- 
riety of ill-defined and sometimes obscure 
reflex symptoms, directly traceable to 
rectal disease. Two affections give very 
much trouble, viz., so-called fissures and 
capillary hemorrhoids (piles). 

Fissures should not be confounded with 
fistula, which latter affection demands a 
surgical operation for relief and cure. A 
fissure can be defined as a small, super- 
ficial crack of the mucous membrane. On 
examination it can be easily recognized. 
As is well known, forcible divulsion of 
the sphincter is followed by good results 
in almost every case of anal fissure. It 
is a very painful procedure, however, re- 
quiring, as a rule, complete, general anes- 
thesia. 

In a good many instances simple but 
systematic dilatation with good dilators 
will produce the same satisfactory results. 





The same practically holds good of 
A surgical opera- 
tion would do no good, as the tumors are 
minute in character, giving the operator 
no chance to tie, ligate or gasp some- 
thing. Dilatation here will aid to pro- 
duce better local circulation, and the 
hemorrhoids will disappear gradually. 
Constipation, due to some fault of the 
sphincter action, is usually relieved by 
systematic dilatation. A good many ex- 
pensive and inexpensive rectal dilators 
are offered to the profession. The bivalve 
dilators may be useful in the hands of the 
physician, but cannot be entrusted to the 
hands of the patient, who, in most in- 


stances, will have to insert the dilators 
himself. We believe Betz rectal dilators 
to be the best for that purpose, as they 
are made of glass, thus enabling them to 
be thoroughly cleaned. They come in 
three sizes. ‘The smallest one should be 
used first, the following size to be chosen 
after a few days, when the lower size 
fails to do the work. The largest size 
can be used also for irrigating purposes, 
the nozzle being perforated for that pur- 
pose. With ordinary care and caution, 
the patient himself can introduce the dila- 
tors without causing any damage to the 
rectum or its walls. These dilators are 
made by the Frank S. Betz Co., 75 State 
street, Chicago. 


Allen & Hanburys’ “Perfected” Cod 
Liver Oil. 


A pure Cod Liver Oil made by Allen 
& Hanburys’ own workmen in their three 
factories in Norway, where for thirty 
years they have made Cod Liver Oil on 
a large scale. Only perfectly fresh and 
carefully selected livers are used—points 
of the highest importance, as a great deal 
of the ordinary Cod Liver Oil, even when 
genuine, is made from livers ‘of fish that 
have greatly deteriorated or actually died, 
through the nets remaining in the sea 
during rough weather, whilst a still larger 
proportion is extracted from the mixed 
livers of the various kinds of fish caught, 
and is consequently not so readily assimi- 
lated. The “Perfected” Cod Liver Oil 
is not only perfectly pure, but is made by 
a special and distinct process whereby all 
nauseous products of oxidation are elim- 
inated without in any way detracting from 
the invaluable medicinal properties of this 
remedy. Its special features are not only 
its freedom from disagreeable flavor, but 
the absence of all tendency to “repeat” 
after being swallowed. 


A New Essential Oil Agency. 


The firm of Heine & Co., of Leipsig, 
Germany, have appointed the Fischer 
Chemical Importing Co., of New York, 
as their sole distributors for this country. 
Heine & Co. have been in business since 
1853, and have obtained an enviable repu- 
tation for the quality of oils produced 
and for their enterprising and pushing 
business methods. They are to be con- 


gratulated upon having secured the 
Fischer Chemical Importing Co. as 
American agents, for in the compara- 


tively short time in which this concern 
has been in business it has won a place 
in the drug and chemical world which 
speaks volumes for its commercial 
acumen. Heine & Co. make a full line 
of oils and a large number of specialties. 
They received prizes at the following 
universal expositions: Paris in_ 1855, 
London in 1862, Vienna in 1873, Barce- 
lona in 1888 and»Chicago in 1893. The 
Fischer Chemical Importing Co. will be 
pleased to send price-lists of essential 
oils and specialties upon application. 


Plans for the Soda Season. 


Now is the time to lay plans for the 
summer soda season, and those plans 
should include a trial of Duroy soda claret 
and champagne soda syrup, samples of 
which may be obtained free by address- 
ing the Duroy & Haines Co., Sundusky, 
O. When writing please mention the 
AMERICAN DrvuGGIST. 
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MODEL PRIVATE FIRE DE- 
PARTMENT. 


How Parke, Davis & Co.’s Plant Is 
Protected from Fire. 


One of the most important considera- 
tions with persons having large private 
formula contracts to give out is a means 
of making sure that their business will 
not be embarrassed at any time by the 
destruction of the manufacturing plant 
entrusted with their work. Such parties 
will be much interested in the accom- 
panying sketch of the private fire depart- 
ment of Parke, Davis & Co. at their lab- 
oratories in Detroit. The chief of the 
department, Leon C. Fink, described the 
department as follows in a recent number 
of Fire and Water, a journal devoted to 
the fire department interests: 

“You will please understand that our 
fire department is not a temporary fanci- 
ful affair. It was organized in 1882 and 
has since been in constant service. It is 
maintained to protect our plant and we 
have devoted much careful attention to it. 
Its members are thoroughly drilled and 
its officers have been tempered by exper- 
ience. For example, the writer of this 
communication has devoted fifteen years 
to a careful study of precautionary meas- 
ures necessary to prevent fire, to extin- 
guish it in incipient stages and to con- 
fine flames to limited sections of a build- 
ing in case it gains considerable headway 
before it is discovered and placed under 
control * * * 

“We have here laboratory buildings 
covering three blocks of ground. In 
view of the fact that we are compelled to 
handle large volumes of alcohol, ether, 
benzine, and some explosive substances, 
our vperations are naturally attended 
with considerable danger, which, how- 
ever, has been reduced to the lowest pos- 
sible degree by the establishment and 
rigid maintenance of fire department reg- 
ulations. You are, of course, aware that 
we have at stake more than the mere 
money value of our plant. Certain fea- 
tures of it could not be replaced at any 
price. A large proportion of our pro- 
ducts requires weeks, and others several 
months to prepare. Meanwhile thou- 
sands of pharmacists and_ physicians 
throughout the world are depending uppn 
us for supplies. Much of our machinery 
has been built to meet our special re- 
quirements, and we are doing everything 
in our power to avoid the possibility of 
having our facilities suddenly destroyed 
by fire. 

“We have furthermore to protect an ac- 
cumulation of valuable records covering 
the complete history of every lot of phar- 
maceutical preparations made in our lab- 
oratory during the past twenty to twenty- 
five years. These records bear the signa- 
ture of every operator who performed a 
part of the work and must share the re- 
sponsibility. They also show the amount 
and identity of each ingredient used. 
Then, too, we have files containing all 
the correspondence carried on since the 
establishment of the laboratory in its pres- 
ent location. 

“Our fire department was organized 
sixteen years ago and we can point to a 
clean record, as no fire has ever passed 
beyond its —— since the beginning.” 

eon C. Fink, Chief.” 

The following 1 toe and precau- 
tionary measures have been adopted: 
Four night patrolmen on duty from 6 p. 


m. to 6.18 a. m., with two fire department 
captains within easy call by electric alarm. 
Night patrolmen report hourly to the 
District Telegraph Station downtown, 
and from sixty stations throughout the 
buildings registering on two electric time 
detectors in Parke, Davis & Co.’s fire 
department headquarters. 

The buildings are divided into sixty dis- 
tricts, and connections are made from 
each by an electric alarm system, where- 
by notice of fire can be signaled to the 
fire department headquarters in the chief's 
office during the day. This first-alarm in- 
dicator embraces a continuous ringing at- 
tachment, so that, when an alarm is once 
turned in, bells are rung in different de- 
partments, also a large eighteen-inch fire 
gong, supplemented by a triangle alarm 
rung by hand in the courtyard. 

Two hundred and fifty feet of two-and- 
one-half-inch hose are always connected 
on the hose cart, and 150 feet hang under 
the verandas at the west side of the court- 
yard ready for immediate use; 200 feet 
also kept on a reserve reel. Two stand- 


equipment with one sixty-four-point an- 
nunciator, showing location of alarm 
boxes, two electric watchmen’s registers 
and an auxiliary fire alarm system, con- 
nected with eight boxes located at con- 
venient points throughout buildings and 
courtyard. This system is connected with 
city alarm box No. 512, and through it 
the Detroit Fire Department can be call- 
ed without leaving the premises. Chief of 
fire department sleeps in main building 
subject to call by electric gong connected 
with push buttons in courtyard. 

It may be added that, in addition to the 
apparatus already described, Chief Fink 
has now in view a plan providing for the 
introduction of a pipe and ee sys- 
tem to be connected with a large Laidlaw 
& Dunn pump, fourteen by ten by ten, 
capacity 500 gallons per minute. By this 
arrangement it will be possible to stretch 
in a very short space of time two addi- 
tional lines of two-and-one-half-inch hose 
and to throw strong one-and-one-quarter- 
inch streams into any part of the main 
laboratory building. 
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PARKE, DAVIS & CO.’S FIRE DEPARTMENT, 





pipes in building No. 8 with two connec- 
tions on each floor and 300 feet of two- 
inch hose attached. One Laidlaw & Dunn 
duplex fire pump 7x44 ten-inch stroke, 
and one Dean fire pump 5$x9x10, are in- 
stalled in duplicate, so that either one can 
be used in case of accident. Fifteen five- 
gallon Babcock extinguishers are carried 
to point of danger on each alarm; forty 
more chemical extinguishers of other des- 
criptions and 125 fire buckets (filled) are 
distributed throughout the buildings. 
Drilled fire department of sixty men fully 
equipped with apparatus constantly ready 
for service during business hours. Fires 
under boilers and in forge room (Annex 
No. 1) only. Boiler and forge rooms 
arched, with cement floors. Buildings 
heated by steam. The entire plant is light- 
ed throughout by electricity; current from 
Detroit Electric Light & Power Com- 
pany being used when our electric plant 
is not in operation. Use of gas for heat- 
ing allowed under close restrictions and 
ignited by safety-lamps when needed. 

In fire department headquarters 
(chief's office) there is a switch-board 


Apartment Disinfection. 


Formaldehyde has rapidly gained in fa- 
vor as a disinfectant in recent years, and 
is now very largely employed by health 
authorities everywhere. The advantages 
of the gas are so important that the agent 
is without a legitimate rival in the field 
of aerial antiseptics. Of the several 
sources of the gas the commercial solu- 
tion has proven in every particular the 
best suited. It is easily handled and eco- 
nomic, and does not — a great pon- 
derous apparatus. The Sanitary Formal- 
dehyde Regenerator, which is in large de- 
mand in the United States and Canada, 
utilizes the commercial .solution exclu- 
sively. It is portable, non-exclusive and 
easily operated. With one machine an 
operator can disinfect twelve to twenty 
rooms a day, according to their size and 
distance one from the other. The appar- 
atus was recently very much improved, 
and is now sold under a written guaran- 
tee. H. K. Mulford Company, Philadel- 
phia, have recently issued a new brochure 
on the subject of disinfection, which gives 
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details of practical work done with this 
apparatus. The brochure will be sup- 
plied upon request. 


The Nobel Bequest. 


The dispute in Sweden respecting the 
fortune of the late Alfred Nobel has been 
settled by a compromise. The relatives 
of the famous chemist receive over £200,- 
000. A sum of about £1,400,000 remains 
for the foundation, according to the tes- 
tator’s instructions, of scientific institu- 


tions. The interest of this sum at 5 
per cent 


will enable five prizes of the 
value of £7,000 each to be founded. It is 
also estimated that the capital will have 
increased so much before the competi- 
tions for these prizes begin that the in- 
terest from it will cover the expenses of 
management. It will be remembered that 
the Nobel prizes are to be given to those 
persons who shall have made the most 
important discoveries in physics, chem- 
istry, physiology and medicine. In addi- 
tion, a prize is to be awarded for the best 
literary contribution in the domain of 
physiology or medicine, and one to the 
person who shall have done most for the 
furtherance of universal peace.—Chemist 
& Druggist. 


The Test of Time. 


In this young country, now only 
about one hundred years old, any article 
which has stood the test of fifty years of 
public scrutiny, and holds to-day the 
record of fifty years of public approval, is 
clearly entitled to especial consideration. 
This is the case with the Puffer soda wa- 
ter apparatus, whose claims are backed 
by half a century of reputation, and on 
whose diploma of merit those three great 
engineers—Time, Truth and Fame—have 
set their seals. 

Any manufacturer of soda water appa- 
ratus can do business for a limited time. 
But require him to continue successfully 
in business for fifty years and he must 
either make good apparatus or starve. 

Puffer & Sons, 278 Congress 
street, Boston, have back of them a half 
century of success in the building of soda 
fountains. They point to this as one of 
the best guarantees that they can and 
do build good fountains. Write them for 
catalogue, mentioning this journal. 


Genuine Otto of Roses. 


Magnus & Lauer have arranged to 
furnish genuine Kazanlik rose otto in or- 
iginal one-ounce packages direct from the 
distillers, Botu Pappazoglou & Co., of Ka- 
zanlik, Algeria. There is real economy 
in purchasing this genuine article, as one 
can make sure of getting not only the 
finest flavor, but the full strength of the 
oil. Druggists can purchase these pack- 
ages through the wholesale houses, or 
packages will be sent direct by mail on 
receipt of $6.50 by Magnus & Lauer, 4 
Cedar street, New York. 


Florida and the South. 


The opening of the Florida season will 
be signalized this year as usual by the 
placing in service of the “New York and 
Florida*Limited” between New York and 
St. Augustine, Fla. This is acknowledged 
to be the finest train in the world, in its 
appointments, luxury and detail of finish, 
and the first of these trains was con- 
structed by the Pullman Company for 





the use of the President of the United 
States on official tours. 

The “New York and Florida Limited” 
leaves New York daily at 11.50 a. m. via 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, the Southern 
Railway, Florida Central & Peninsular 
Railroad and the Florida East Coast Rail- 
way, and reaches St. Augustine at 2.20 
p. m. the following day, making the run, 
which exceeds 1,000 miles, in but little 
more than twenty-four hours. This 
“New York and Florida Limited” runs 
through solid to St. Augustine with the 
exception of one car, which is detached 
at Columbia, S. C., and goes through to 
Aiken, which it reaches at 9.35 the next 
morning after leaving New York, and 
Augusta at 9.50. Brunswick and Jeckyl 
Island are conveniently reached by this 
train at 12.00 o’clock noon through the 
‘eee connections afforded at Everett, 

a. 


Complete Antisepsis. 


The wonderful progress made in the 
practice of surgery of recent years is 
largely due to the 
practice of antisep- 
sis, which has made 
possible operations 
which before its in- 
troduction were whol- 
ly impracticable. We 
illustrate herewith a 
package of anantisep- 
tic dressing which is 
put up in an antisep- 
tic container, and is 
thus kept permanent- 
ly antiseptic. Thetube 
shown holds about 
two ounces and re- 
tails at 25 cents. Full 
particulars may be 
obtained from the 
manufacturers, the 
Norwich Pharmacal 
Co., Norwich, N. Y., 

who offer specially 

inviting terms on 


this preparation. 


Woman to the Fore. 


Dr. Katharine van Tusschenbroek has 
been elected Professor of Gynecology in 
the University of Utrecht, Holland. 
Signorina Esther Bonomi has received 
the first degree of doctor of medicine 
granted by the University of Genoa to a 
woman in Italy in modern times. 


The Original Tasteless Cod Liver 
Oil. 

On another page in this issue Henry 
K. Wampole & Co. direct attention io 
the fact that theirs is the original taste- 
less preparation of cod liver oil which 
has grown steadily in popularity with the 
medical profession since its first introduc- 
tion twelve years ago. 

Wampole’s preparation is a solution of 
the combined alkaloidal and other active 
medicinal principles, obtainable from one- 
fourth its volume of pure cod liver oil, 
the oily and fatty portion being entirely 
eliminated. These principles are extract- 
ed from the oil while it is yet contained 
in the fresh cod liver, and combined with 
extract of malt, fluid extract wild cherry 
bark, and syrup of hypophosphites com- 
pound (containing lime, soda, potassium, 
iron, manganese, quinine and strychnia). 
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It is exceedingly valuable in chronic: 
bronchitis, all pulmonary affections or 
nervous disorders due to, or maintained: 
by, an exhausted condition of the system. 

Write to H. K. Wampole & Co., Phila- 
delphia, for literature on this preparation. 


They Have to Be Honest. 


In Germany the courts hold advertis- 
ers responsible for promises made in their- 
advertisements. In Hamburg a manu- 
facturer advertised a preparation as an 
“infallible grease eraser.” Complaint 
being lodged against him by competitors, 
he was brought into court and directed: 
to remove grease and other stains from 
certain cloth. Failing to do this, the ad- 
vertiser was fined 100 marks and cost. 


A Question of Photos. 


M. Mariani, the manufacturer of the 
well-known medicated wine that bears. 
his name, is at present in litigation with: 
M. Reutlinger, a Paris photographer, 
concerning the question of the right to- 
reproduce. photographs. The dispute 
arose in this way: M. Mariani addressed! 
samples of his wine to a number of Paris- 
celebrities, and from many of them ob- 
tained a complimentary letter in reply, 
most of which he secured permission to- 
publish, as well as the photographs of 
the writers. The letters and photographs 
were in due course issued in the form of 
analbum. The prosecuting photographer 
claims that the photographs taken by him 
cannot be reproduced without his permis- 
sion. The legal question will be duly 
contested, but M. Mariani found a way 
of improving the occasion. He has suc- 
ceeded in getting written opinions on 
the point in dispute from most of the 
leading literary men, journalists, artists, 
and others whose testimonials of his wine: 
he has already published with photo- 
graphs. Most of the letters are cleverly 
written and speak volumes for the in- 
spiring qualities of the medicated wine.— 
Chemist & Druggist. 


Parisian Periodicals. 


The number ,of periodicals now pub- 
lished in Paris is estimated at 2,587; of 
these, 187 made their first appearance last 
year. In this host of publications medicine 
bulks largest numerically, having no fewer 
than 1,206 representatives of ome kind’ 
or another in the periodical press. Fin- 
ance comes next with 795 journals, poli- 
tics being a bad third with 144. Medical 
journalism flourishes with tropical luxur- 
iance in the French capital because every 
Parisian physician who can afford such a 
luxury thinks it due to himself to have an. 
“organ” of his own. Probably not more- 
than half a dozen of these journals serve 
a useful purpose as far as medical science 
and the medical profession are concerned. 


A Wrinkle in Dispensing. 

The filling of prescriptions calling for 
such active drugs as strychnine, atropine, 
cocaine, etc., is greatly simplified and’ 
expedited by the use of Sharp & Dohme’s 
Dispensary Tablets. These tablets are 
advertised elsewhere in this issue of the 
AMERICAN DruacIsT, and those of our 
readers who, are interested in these labor- 
savers and accuracy-assurers will receive 
a price list and further information by- 
addressing Sharp & Dohme. 

















